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Rumsfeld visits with
U.S. troops in Iraq

Marines capture senior al-Zarqawi rebels in wake of secretary’s trip

Page 4

No place like home
for the holidays

Page 3

BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

Spc. Jonathan Lucas of the 557th Medical Company kisses his 4-month-old daughter, Malia, after returning to Wiesbaden Army Airfield, Germany, from Iraq early in the morning on
Christmas Eve. Friday's reunion marked the second time he has seen his baby. Lucas was one of about 100 members of the company who arrived home just in time for the holidays.
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nt smuggling trial: Two

men were convicted for their roles in a

human smuggling attempt that ended

in the deaths of 19 illegal immigrants

crammed in a sweltering tractor-trailer,
and could face life in prison.

Victor Jesus Rodriguez and Fredy Giovan-
ni Garcia-Tobar were found guilty of the
most serious charge, conspiracy, and 19
counts of aiding in the transport of immi-
grants that results in death.

“Clearly the jury has done its work,” U.S.
Attorney Michael Shelby said in a brief
statement. “We will continue our efforts to
finish the prosecution of this matter.”

Federal prosecutors had accused the de-
fendants of being members of a smuggling
ring that stuffed a hot, airless tractor-trailer
with more than 70 illegal immigrants and
tried to transport them from South Texas to
Houston in May 2003.

The trailer was abandoned at a truck stop
near Victoria, about 100 miles southwest of
Houston, after the immigrants began suc-
cumbing to the heat, estimated at 173 de-
grees. Seventeen immigrants were found
dead inside the trailer. Two died later.

Judge Vanessa Gilmore asked jurors not
to speak to the media because other trials in
the case are pending. Of the 14 defendants
indicted, five have pleaded guilty.

Cassini spacecraft probe: A probe once
attached to the international Cassini space-
craft was on its own Saturday for the first
time, headed on a slow, tumbling course
into the hazy atmosphere of Saturn’s plan-
et-size moon Titan.

The European Space Agency’s Huygens
probe carried instruments that may reveal
more about the moon’s chemistry and
whether Titan actually has lakes or seas of
liquid methane and ethane that have been
theorized by scientists.

Titan is the only moon m the solar system
known to have a

» What's new with old n

will sign a peace agreement Jan. 10 in
Kenya to end more than 20 years of civil
war, a senior government official said Satur-
day

y.

Gutbi el-Mahdi, political adviser to Presi-
dent Omar el-Bashir, told the official Sudan
Media Center that the government and
SPLA negotiators decided to continue their
talks during the Christmas and the New
Year holidays and that the signing ceremo-
ny will be publicly celebrated both in
Sudan’s north and south.

“The final signing for peace will be on
Jan. 10 in the presidential palace in Nairo-
bi,” Gutbi el-Mahdi, President Omar
el-Bashir’s political adviser told the SMC.

On Thursday, President Bush signed legis-
lation that authorizes financial support to
help Sudanese victims of violence and as an
incentive for reaching a final peace agree-
ment with SPLA. The bill also encourages
Bush to

Rich with nitrogen and containing about 6
percent methane, the atmosphere is 1Y
times thicker than Earth’s.

With the Saturn system averaging about
890 million miles from the sun, Titan has a
surface temperature of minus 290 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Catholic clergy abuse: A Roman Catholic
religious order has agreed to pay $6.3 mil-
lion to settle lawsuits brought by three
former students who were sexually abused
by counselors and teachers at an elite pri-
vate school in the late 1970s and early
1980s.

The largest of the three settlements, at $4
million, would be one of the biggest in Cali-
fornia for a plaintiff in a clergy sexual abuse
case, attorneys and victims advocates said
Friday.

The abuse occurred when the plaintiffs,
now in their 30s and 40s, attended the Con-
cord school operated by the Christian Broth-
ers religious order.

One man said a teacher molested him on
a school-sponsored ski trip, and another
said a counselor molested him at a retreat in
Napa. The third man says another counselor
repeatedly molested him during off-campus
sessions. The order had transferred the
abuser to Concord even though he was
known to have had relationships with “sexu-
al overtones” at another school, according
to a 1968 letter from a Christian Brothers
provincial leader that the order turned over
as part of the lawsuit.

World

Sudan peace agreement: The Sudanese
government and the main southern rebel
group, Sudan People’s Liberation Army,

Sudan’s govern-
ment if violence continues in Darfur or the
peace talks collapse.

n politics: The runner-up to Hamid
Karzai in historic presidential elections con-
gratulated the Afghan leader on Saturday
on the formation of his Cabinet, and said he
in the process of forming an opposition po-
litical party.

Yunus Qanooni said
he had deep respect for
the Cabinet ministers
and for Karzai himself
— but that he felt he
could best serve the na-
tion by becoming a
leading opposition fig-
ure. He said he would
call the party New Af-
ghanistan, and that it
would be created inthe ——
coming weeks.

Qanooni, an ethnic Tajik who was a senior
figure in the northern alliance and later
served as Karzai’s interior and education
minister, got 16 percent of the vote in Octo-
ber elections. That was far behind Karzai
but well ahead of a field of 15 other candi-

ates.

Qanooni

International space station: An un-
manned Russian cargo spaceship on a vital
supply mission prepared Saturday to dock
at the international space station, carrying
food for the two-member U.S.-Russian
crew, who have been forced to ration their
dwindling supplies.

The Progress M-51 lifted off Friday from
the Baikonur cosmodrome in the steppes of
Kazakhstan and was set to moor at the sta-
tion at 2:31 a.m. Moscow time Sunday.

Grounded freighter: The two
halves of the Selendang Ayu, a
738-foot freighter that ran
aground Dec. 8, sit offshore of
Unalaska Island, Ala. Commercial
divers spent hours Friday in a

| futile search for the black box of a
Coast Guard helicopter that
crashed into the Bering Sea while
trying to rescue the crew of the
grounded Malaysian freighter. The
divers planned another recovery
attempt at the next break in the
weather, expected Tuesday. The
helicopter crashed with 10 people
oon board. Four were rescued by
another helicopter, but six crew-
members were lost at sea and are
presumed dead. The wreckage of
the helicopter was later spotted
washed ashore, covered with oil.
Officials hope to recover the
recorder to discover why the
aircraft crashed.

The spaceship carries about 2.5 tons of
food, water, fuel and research equipment
for Russian cosmonaut Salizhan Sharipov
and U.S. astronaut Leroy Chiao, who are in
their second month on the station.

Russian and American space officials
were alarmed earlier this month to learn
that the two had gone through so much food
on the station.

NASA officials have said there was
enough food to last seven to 14 days beyond
Dec. 25, but warned that the crew will be
forced to return to Earth if Progress doesn’t
successfully dock at the station.

Afghan fighting: Suspected Taliban rebels
attacked a government office in southern Af-
ghanistan, prompting a firefight that left
one soldier and two militants dead, the gov-
ernor said on Saturday. In other violence, an
army truck driver was killed when rebels
ambushed his convoy.

About 40 Taliban ambushed a govern-
ment office in the Ata Ghar district of south-
ern Zabul province on Thursday, said Gov.
Khial Mohammed. He said outgunned secu-
rity forces held the rebels off, killing two of
them. One soldier was also killed.

The rebels left the bodies of their fallen
comrades but stole several vehicles, Mo-
hammed said. He said reinforcements had
been sent to the scene.

Meanwhile, rebels attacked an Afghan
military convoy as it made its way from
western Herat province to neighboring
Farah, killing one driver and wounding two
others, Farah’s deputy police Hajib Moham-
med Rassoul said on Saturday. He said the
rebels set three of the trucks on fire, then
fled.

Musharraf assassination attempt: A Paki-
stani soldier has been sentenced to death
and another soldier given 10 years imprison-
ment after they were convicted in an at-
tempt to assassinate President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, an army spokesman said Fri-
day.

Other air force and army personnel are
facing similar trials in milit courts over
last year’s bomb attack, believed to have
been plotted by a Libyan al-Qaida operative
with help from Pakistani Islamic militants,
Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan said.

Sultan did not identify the two convicted
low-ranking army soldiers. He also did not
give details of their involvement in the Dec.
14, 2003, attack, when a huge bomb ripped
through a bridge seconds after Musharraf's
motorcade passed in Rawalpindi, a garrison
city close to the capital Islamabad. No one
was hurt.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Three generations of Byrds are tearfully reunited early in the morning on
Christmas Eve at Wieshaden, where Spc. William Byrd Jr., left, of the 557th
| Company (Ground Ambulance) receives a hug from his happy father,

William Sr., while William Ill, foreground, looks on.

Christmas at home

PHOTOS BY BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes
‘Two-year-old Abagail Vice gets a good look at her father, Sgt. William Vice of the 557th Medical
Company (Ground Ambulance), while the happy dad holds her and brother Yankton, 6, at Wieshaden
Army Airfield, Germany, on Friday. Vice came home with the 557th after nearly a year in Iraq.

Just in time, about 100 members of 557th Medical Company return to Wieshaden from Iraq

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany —
Santa ditched the sled and the
eight puny reindeer for a
high-powered military  plane
Christmas Eve in order to deliver
a load of important holiday gifts,
wrapped in dusty desert camou-
ﬂage, to Wiesbaden Army Air-

Thats where family members
and friends of soldiers in the
557th Medical Company (Ground
Ambulance) waited eagerly in a
hangar at 4 a.m. Friday, all but ig-
noring poor Santa when he did
show up bearing candy canes and
gift bags.

The dozens of wives and chil-
dren had more important people

ones just minutes away after al-
most a year of being deployed in
Iraq.

Anna Curlee, a co-leader of the
unit’s family readiness group and
‘whose husband is a captain in the
557th, said she asked S-year-old
daughter Jenna whom she was
more excited to see on Christmas
Eve, the man in the red suit or the
one in the tan uniform.

Jenna told her “daddy coming
home” was more exciting than
Santa’s arrival, Curlee said, in a
story that was repeated several
times that morning.

“My little boy said on the way
here, ‘It's lhe best Christmas
present ever,’ ” said Elizabeth

the bustle of the holiday season
served as a welcome distraction
from counting down the hours to
the day when the 557th would re-
turn.

Gilda Kling, rocking her young
son Camryn, said the past three
days “went fast — except for this

A total of 109 members of the
557th returned to Wiesbaden on
Friday, after spending more than
11 months performing the danger-
ous work of traveling with ground
convoys, providing first- -response
medical care to troops hurt in am-
bushes, accidents and attacks.
Two other members remain
downrange to help bring back

showed visible pride when talk-

ing about the accomplishments of
the soldiers, calling them “the
best medics that the Army has to
offer.” Many of them are only 19
or 20 years old, he said, who have
had the tough job of administer-
ing aid to men and women wound-
ed in convoy attacks and rushing
them to medical facilities.

The unit’s 40 ambulances were
“literally all over the place” in
Iraq traveling with the convoys,
‘where they evacuated 5,258 peo-
ple and drove 179,000 miles of
dangerous road without suffering
a serious wound or battle death,
Campbell said.

Their efforts, he said, helped
provide reunions similar to the
557th’s Christmas Eve gathering
for countless other American fam-

“No matter what your views

Another company of 121 med-
ics under Campbell’s command,
the 45th Medical Company (Air
Ambulance) returned just two
days before the 557th, also with-
out suffering a loss, after airlift-
ing 3,823 soldiers to safety over
the course of its deployment in
Iraq, he said.

With the biggest and best gifts
of the holiday season already
taken care of for families of the
S557th, several said they were plan-
ning to just take it easy over the
next couple of days.

Asked what she and her hus-
band were going to do wn.h the
kids over Christmas, Vice said,
“Just hang out and be a famlly.”

to see, frankly, with their loved

Vice, waiting for her husband, equipment.
Sgt. William Vice. The 557th’s battalion command-
Several wives said Friday that er, Lt. Col. Kyle Campbell, ilies.

E-mail Ben Murray

ey Gohpes.osd.mil

Army recognizes work with families

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

HEIDELBERG, Germany — In 1996,
Kelly Gemin realized that, just by volun-
teering, she had the power to link the
Army and its family members together
in an understanding relationship.

She got out of the Army and, at the ad-
vice of a friend, attended her first Army
Family Team Building meeting, though
Gemin thought there wasn’t anything a
bunch of civilians could teach her about
the Army after 12Y: years of being in the
service herself.

She found out she was wrong.

Now, after eight years of volunteering,
Gemin said she can't figure out where
AFTB begins or ends in her life. She is fo-
cused on making Army families more
knowledgeable, strong and able.

Gemin, who received one of three
awards given in Germany at the first De-
partment of the Army AFTB ceremony
in South Carolina this month, said she
was honored by the recognition.

Along with Gemin’s Instructor of the
Year Award for the 221st Base Support
Battalion, the Wiesbaden community she
volunteered in also earned the Medium
Installation Program of the Year award
and Candy Wojdakowski, an AFTB volun-
teer in the 411th BSB in Heidelberg, re-
ceived the Instructor of the Year award
for her community.

The new Army-level awards that came

after 10 years of AFTB operations were a
surprise to the recipients, but Gemin
said the work they do isn't for recogni-
tion — it’s for the love of the program.
he explained
that numerous stud-
ies indicate that sol-
dier performance,
readiness, and reten-
tion relate directly
to family satisfac-
tion with Army life.
This satisfaction is
gained through un-
derstanding and con-
fidence, which
M AFTB  provides
through classroom
instruction and on-

Gemin

line courses.
Gemin is one of these teachers, having
made it to the top level as a core instruc-

When she arrived to Germany in De-
cember 2000, she worked just as hard as
an AFTB volunteer in Wiesbaden as she
did in her regular job at the commissary,
spending nearly the same amount of
hours with both tasks.

Now, Gemin has a permanent, paying
position with the AFTB program in
Hanau, where she lives. It is the only pay-
ing slot within AFTB, since it is a volun-
teer-led organization.

In her job as program manager, she cnl-
lects statistics, selects

master trainers and program managers
courses and manages funds. The paid po-
sition helps give some continuity to the
local AFTB programs, since volunteers
come in and out of communities so quick-
ly, Gemin explained.

Ricky Gibbons, chief of Army Commu-
nity Service for the Installation Manage-
ment Agency-Europe, which AFTB falls
under, said the team building program is
an mtegral part of each community.

“AFTB is a neat cycle that matures as
we go along,” Gibbons said, explaining
that instructors are always learning new
details of the military and training in bet-
ter ways. “Having
this, after 10 years,
be the first culmina-
tion and we receive
three out of the six
major awards given
is unbelievable,”
she said.

Every community
AFTB “program is
slightly  different,
since  instructors
bring in their own
stories and ideas, as
well as offer specific
snapshots of military communities in dif-
ferent areas.

For more information, or to join AFTB,
go to www.armyfamilyteambuilding.org
E-mail Jessica Inigo at:
Er sica lnigo at: |

——
Gibbons

Airman pulls
two from river
in Oklahoma

The Associated Press

TULSA, Okla. — An airman home on leave
from basic training jumped into the frigid water
of the Arkansas River to save a mother and her
2-year-old son after their car lost control and
crashed.

It was a happy ending Thursday for Detura

34, her young son and Joshua Johnson,
who had just proposed marriage to his fiancee
when he became part of a dramatic rescue.

Bills’ car, which swerved to avoid hitting a
pickup truck that had cut in front of her, crashed
into the water. Johnson, 18, who saw the acci-
dent from his own car, Jumped in after her.

Johnson, who is training to work on ground
radar in BllOXl, Miss., credited his Air Force

-aining.

“That’s all I was thinking is, ‘I don’t know
who’s in there or what, but I need to get them
out,” ” Johnson said. “I mean, they teach us real-
ly not to think — just to act. I'm just glad that
child survived.”

Bills had nothing but praise for her rescuers.

“Despite a few bumps and bruises, we're both
doing OK,” she said. “It’s a happy ending, and
we're looking forward to a family Christmas.”

And yes, Brittany Damelle Campbell accepted
Johnson’s marriage proposal.

“I'm very proud of hlm, the 19-year-old said.
“It was amazing. He didn’t even hesitate.”
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Rumsfeld surprises troops in Iraq

DOD secretary:
Defeating the
insurgency an
Iraqi problem

BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — After a bruising
month at home, U.S. Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld clear-
ly relished his surprise holiday
visit with American troops in
some of the most dangerous areas
of Traq.

In a Christmas Eve visit, he con-
soled wounded soldiers in Mosul,
told the infantry in Tikrit that de-
mocracy requires perseverance,
and bucked up battle-weary Ma-
rines in Fallujah.

Rumsfeld praised the troops
and told them he believes they
will defeat the insurgency that
threatens the country. He dis-

U.S. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, on a surprise Christmas Eve visit, talks to Marines and
of Bravo Surgical Company, 1st Medical Battalion, 1st Force Service Support Group, | Marine Expeditionary

AP
ilors

missed “the naysayers and the
doubters,” saying “there have
been such doubters “throughout
every conflict in the history of the
world.”

The 12-hour trip came as law-
makers have accused Rumsfeld
of appearing indifferent to sol-
diers and their families. Much of
the criticism stemmed from
Rumsfeld’s visit to Kuwait this
month. When a National Guards-
man asked why the Army had not
provided sufficient armor for his
unit’s vehicles, Rumsfeld said,
“You go to war with the Army you
have, not the Army you might
want or wish to have.”

In his Christmas Eve encoun-
ters with U.S. military command-
ers and hundreds of their troops,
Rumsfeld heard — and said — lit-
tle about armor or troop shortag-
es, issues that have made him a

Force, at their base in Fallujah, Iraq, on Friday.

political target in Washington
among both Democrats and Re-
publicans.

His main message over a
four-city tour was quite different:
that the insurgency has staying
power and a seemingly endless
supply of weapons, and the time
has come for ordinary Iragis to re-
alize that they — not the Ameri-
cans — will ultimately decide
who prevails in this conflict.

Rumsfeld fielded friendly ques-
tions. One soldier raised his hand
to say that despite well-publi-
cized complaints of some troops
over having to stay in the military
beyond their enlistment or retire-
ment dates, others accepted the
hardship.

At each stop, Rumsfeld spent
more time than he usually does to

mingle with individual soldiers
and have his picture taken with
them. He ate breakfast, lunch and
dinner with the troops.

“What's in there?” he asked
about a military-issue sandwich
before accepting it and sitting
down to eat with the troops. At a
later food stop in Baghdad, he
seemed more certain of his selec-
tion: He requested a slice of ham.

Rumsfeld greeted soldiers of
the 1st Infantry Division in Tikrit
and Marines at their main base
outside the city of Fallujah, the
scene of intense combat last
month. Three Marines were
killed in Fallujah just hours be-
fore Rumsfeld arrived.

The defense secretary zipped
across the country in a Black
Hawk helicopter flying at treetop

Jevel and escorted by Apache at-
tack helicopters. He arrived first
in Mosul in pre-dawn darkness,
visiting with soldiers wounded in
Tuesday’s apparent suicide at-
tack on a mess tent.

Rumsfeld ended his day in
Baghdad, meeting with top Ameri-
can commanders and holding
talks with Irag’s interim presi-
dent, Ghazi al-Yawar, who told
Rumsfeld that he shared the
Bush administration’s optimism
about establishing a stable Iraqi
democracy.

The Pentagon shrouded Rums-
feld’s trip in unusual secrecy out
of concern for security.

Just hours after Rumsfeld left
Baghdad, a gas tanker truck
wired with explosives blew up in
the city, killing one person and
wounding 19.

Marines capture senior al-Zarqgawi militants

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The U.S. mllllary‘ said Satur-
day it has captured two senior terrorists
linked to Iraq’s most feared Islamic militant
group as police uncovered more bodies under
the rubble after a day after a suicide bomber
blew up a gas tanker in an upscale Baghdad
district.

The two detainees linked to Jordanian ter-
rorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s Al-Qaida in
Traq network were identified as Saleh Arugay-
an Kahlil and Bassim Mohammad Hazeem.

“Both of these individuals were cell leaders
for a local Zargawi-affiliated terrorist group
that is operating” in the western province of
Anbar that include the cities of Ramadi and
Fallujah, U.S. Marines said in a statement.

Al-Zarqawi’s group recently changed its
name to Al-Qaida in Iraq and pledged alle-
giance to Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida net-
work. It has claimed responsibility for numer-
ous deadly attacks against U.S. troops and gov-
ernment forces.

No group has yet claimed responsibility for
the gas truck explosion Friday night in the up-
scale Mansour district near the Libyan and

Moroccan embassies, which killed at least
nine people and demolished several houses.
Police said it was a suicide attack.

Rescuers on Saturday uncovered seven
more bodies under the rubble of one of the
shattered housed. At least 14 people were seri-
ously wounded by the blast which struck just
hours after U.S. Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld left the capital following an unan-
nounced one-day visit to Iraq.

There were no members of the multination-
al forces among the casualties. There were no
injuries inside the embassies.

In other violence Saturday, a car ‘bomb ex-
ploded as a U.S. military convoy was passing
through the southern town of Ein al-Nus, kill-
mg three Iragis and wounding two, pollce

Gunmen shot dead Hasan Abdul-Ghani
al-Rubaei, a professor at Baghdad Universi-
ty's medical school.

And a roadside bomb exploded Saturday
near the car of the governor of eastern Diyala
province, wounding four of his guards, offi-
cials said.

Governor Abdullah Rashid al-Jbouri was
e blast in the town of Khan

le Marine ing the ar-
rest of the suspected extremists said al-Z
qawi’s cell “kidnapped and executed 11 Iraqi
National Guardsmen,” carried out car bomb-
ings and other attacks in the Ramadi area and
“smuggled foreign terrorists into the coun-

El

Violence has escalated across Iraq in the
run-up to national elections scheduled for
Jan. 3

Wnie majority Shiites have embraced the
polls as a chance to assert their numerical
strength, radical elements within the minority
Sunni community are leading the campaign to
prevent the vote.

Bani Saad, halfiway between Bagouba and
f

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, Dec. 24, 2004,
at least 1,323 members of the
U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war

hostile action, the Defense De-
partment said. The figures in-
clude three military civilians.
The AP count is seven high-
er than the Defense Depart-
‘ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Thursday. There has
not been an update thus far Fri-

“Fhe British military has re-
ported 75 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 16; Spain, 11; Ukrame,
nine; Bulgana, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, lvador,
Hungary and Latvia one death
each.

Smce May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operanons in
Iraq had ended, 1,185 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 925 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

W No new deaths reported.

‘The latest identifications re-
ported by the Defense Depart-

ment:
Killed Tuesday in an attack
on a mess hall near Mosul

lAmny Pfc. Lionel Ayro, 22,
Jeanerette, La.; asslgnedtothe
73rd Engineer Company, 1st
Brigade, 25th_ Infantry Divi-
slon Fort Lewis, Wash.

B Army Spc. Jonathan Cas-
tro, 21, Corona, Calif; as-
signed to the 73rd Engineer
Company, 1st Brigade, 25th In-
fantry Division, Fort Lewis,
Wash.

Army Spc. Cory M.
Hewitt, 26, Stewart, Tenn.; as-
signed to the 705th Ordnance
Company, Fort Polk, La.

W Army Capt. William W. Ja-
cobsen Jr., 31, Charlotte, N.C;;
assigned to the 1st Battalion,

fantry Regiment, lst
Brigade, 25th_ Infantry Divi-

501
Calif,; asslgned to the 1st Bat-
talion, Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infan-
try Division, Fort Lewis,
Wash.

W Army Staff Sgt. Julian S.
Melo, 47, New York; assigned
to the 15! Battalion, St.h Infan-
try Regiment, Ist Brigade,
25th Infantry Division, Fort
Lewis, Wash.

W Army Sgt. Maj. Robert D.
O’Dell, 38 Manassas, Va; as-
5|gned to the United States
Security

Baghdad, said Dr. Abdullah of
the Bagouba General Hospital.

Meanwhile, Iraqi police have arrested a
group of six men suspected to have organized
last week’s explosions in the Shiite holy city of
Najaf that killed more than 50 people.

More displaced residents of the battered
city of Fallujah returned to inspect their devas-
tated homes Saturday.

On Thursday and Friday, a total 1,404 resi-
dents returned to their homes in the Andalus
district of Fallujah under the supervision of
government and U.S. forces, a Marine state-
ment said.

Command Fort Belvoir, Va.

Guard’s 276th Engmeer Battal-
ion, West Point,

ly Staff Sgl Darren D.
VanKumen, 33, Bluefield,
W.Va; assigned to the 2nd
Squadron, 14th Cavalry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infan-
try Division, Fort Lewis,
Wash.
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Army Guard seeking to boost recruitment

o reverse a sharp drop in recruiting
since citizen soldiers became 40
percent of U.S. ground forces in
Traq, the Army National Guard and
Army Reserve this month an-

nounced increases in enlistment and re-en-

listment bonuses.

But in an interview for this column, Lt.
Gen. H. Steven Blum, chief of the National
Guard Bureau, said the Army “probably is
two years away” from moving to shorter
tours for members deployed to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Yearlong combat tours, he con-
ceded, aggravate the recruiting problem.

“I would like to get to a rotation where we
do nine months active duty tour time with
six months boots-on-the-ground,”  said
Blum. That would cut current rotations by
half.

“But we are not ready to go there yet,”
Blum said.
The chief of Army Reserve, Lt. Gen.

MILITARY
UPDATE

Tom Philpott

James R. Helmly, told The Dallas Morning
News in mid-December that Reserve re-
cruiting is in a “precipitous decline” that, if
not stemmed, could reopen debate over a
military draft.

Blum, in our interview, said Guard recruit-
ing too has dropped sharply, particularly
from among the pool of members leaving ac-
tive duty. Before fiscal 2004, the Army
Guard got 50 percent of recruits from the
prior-service pool.

“It was an automatic. It was a given,” said
Blum.

That has plummeted to 35 percent, he
said, leaving the Guard short more than
8,000 members through September. The gap
has widened since then to 12,600. Arm

Guard recruiters in October and November
the first two months of fiscal 2005, slgned
only 70 percent of their monthly goals.

Blum said it reflects a dramatic change in
the nature of Guard service since Sept. 11,
2001, from a strategic reserve force that
drilled on weekends to an operational force
critical to a nation at war. One quarter of
Guard personnel have been deployed, con-
tinually, for the past three years, he said.

Blum, in pressing for shorter combat
lours points out that a yearlong stint in Iraq

‘ghanistan means far more than a year
away from family and civilian jobs for re-
serve component members.

“The active guy goes back to his job — at
Fort Campbell, Fort Lewis, wherever — and
gets assimilated right back into his life. The
National Guard [member] has already spent

three or four months in a MOB [mobiliza-
tion] station before a year boots-
on-the-ground. So it’s not really a year. It's
16 months. Then, it’s another two months
from the time &hey leave theater until they
leave active duty for about an 18-month in-
terruption of thelr clvlhan life, civilian job
and civilian educ:

“We're not complammg about it,” he said
“but I want truth in lending.”

For now, Blum said, he’s optimistic that
more recruiters and bigger bonuses will at-
tract enough volunteers to return the Guard
to full strength.

“We're sustaining wartime casualties and
sending people in harm’s way. So it requires
us to recruit with a different message. We're
not bringing people in for college [benefits]
or vocational training. We're bringing them
in for service to their nation,” Blum said.
“And their state.”

To comment, write Military Update, P.0. Box
23411, Centrevile, VA 20120-1111, &mall milup-

Louisiana National Guard unit suffers its 1st lost

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO

Stars and Stripes

CAMP COOKE, Irag — A Louisiana Na-
tional Guard infantry battalion has suf-
fered its first combat death in Iraq, the Pen-
tagon confirmed Saturday.

First Lt. Christopher W. Barnett, of the
1st Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment,
256th Brigade Combat Team, was Killed by
aroadside bomb Thursday on the outskirts

of Baghdad a Department of Defense re-
lease said.

The mcldenl occurred before 8 a.m.
Thursday and is under investigation, offi-
cials said.

Barnett, 32, was from Baton Rouge, La.

The death hit the close-knit unit, known
as Tiger Brigade and largely based out of
Camp Liberty, especially hard because it
came so close to Christmas. According to
the Shreveport Times, Barnetts friends

and family in Livingston Parish were deep-
ly saddened by the news.

“Chris was a Wonderful, happy man who
loved to cut up,” Tina McCormic, whose
son Timothy is also a lieutenant in Bar-
nett’s unit, told the paper. McCormic
grieved by looking at photographs of Bar-
nett and her son together before they head-
ed to Iraq, “looking forward to where they
were going,” the paper quoted her as say-

ing.
Funeral details for Barnett are pending,

the newspaper reported. Officials from the
256th are planning a memorial service in

The 256th Brigade Combat Team was
the first unit to arrive in Iraq for Operation
Iraqi Freedom III, as the Pentagon calls
the third large-scale rotation of troops to
the country. Another battalion attached to
the 256th, the 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry
from New York, has suffered four deaths
s0 far in its yearlong tour.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil
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At Balad Air Base, it’s service on the run

Incoming planes outgoing in a matter of minutes

PHOTOS BY RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

Senior Airman Roberto Vasquez of the 332nd Expeditionary Logistics
Readiness Squadron (Aerial Port Flight) uses green glow sticks to
guide a cargo loader to a C-17 aircraft ramp Sunday night at Balad Air
Base, Iraq.

Airmen of the 332nd Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron
unload a C-17 cargo plane Sunday night at Balad Air Base. Because of
y of attack, the planes sometimes are unloaded in eight

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq —
They call themselves the Tail-
chasers, but not because they
spend their days in fruitless pur-
suit of their own posteriors.

Instead, 332nd Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness Squadron
(Aerial Port Flight) members
chase aircraft tails to quickly un-
load the cargo and get the aircraft
airborne again.

“We always try to get them
turned as quickly as we can, safe-
ly,” said Capt. Rob Neal, the flight
commander.

The team can unload a cavern-
ous C-17 Globemaster, one of the
largest planes in the inventory, in
about a third of the time it takes
at most stateside bases, Airman
1st Class Thomas Hill said.

“Average, 1 would say eight
minutes, compared to a normal
time of 30 to 35 minutes back
home,” at Dover Air Force Base,
Del., Hill said,

The chase is quite exciting to
watch.

The aircraft — be it a C-130
Hercules, a C-141 Starlifter or a
C-5 Galaxy — lands and taxis to a
spot under the direction of De-
tachment S, 721st Air Mobility Op-
erations Group.

Airmen race to the plane with
one or more K-loaders, the flat
self-propelled vehicles on which
the aircraft’s load is placed, or
forklifts, whichever is required.

“To us, it’s like a ballet. It's all
choreographed," Tech. Sgt. Todd
Lunge said. “I like just watching
it sometimes.”

‘When the plane stops, someone
jumps on the opened ramp and be-
gins signaling the K-loader to ap-
proach. Others climb aboard and,
with the help of the aircraft crew,
prepare the pallets for move-
ment. As one machine moves
away from the ramp with a load,
another slips in.

Observers of this flight line
“Swan Lake” have to watch close-
ly. The curtain falls in little more

&k 70 us, it’s like a
ballet. It’s all
choreographed. ¥

Tech. Sgt. Todd Lunge

than the blink of an eye. The air-
plane engines run the whole time
airmen remove the cargo. The
Air Force calls this an engine run-
ning offload.

And although there is no in-
stant replay if you miss it, there’s
always another aircraft right be-
hind.

“A lot of times, we’re running
from one plane to another,” Air-
man Derik Pitts said.

Hill remembered when four
C-17s, two C-5s and three C-130s
landed within a few minutes of
each other. The race began anew.

That’s another difference from
back home. At Dover and other
stateside bases, the airmen have
some idea of when to expect an
aircraft.

“Here,” Hill said,
drop out of the sky.”

“they just

“First come, first served,” Pitts
said

Itis hard to compare them with
other aerial ports in the Air
Force.

No one really keeps track of
such things, but Charleston Air
Force Base, S.C., and Dover are
considered the busiest.

“ can guarantee you, we're a
lot busier than Charleston,” Neal
said. Plus, he said, he has a frac-
tion — perhaps a quarter — of the
people back home.

Lunge said, however, that the
effort can get out of hand. That’s
when injuries occur.

“One at a time,” he said.
“That’s what I tell them. We don’t
take safety for granted.”

There’s another hitch in the ef-
fort. Occasionally, Iraqgi insur-
gents fire a mortar shell or rocket
from beyond the wire, interrupt-
ing the loading process.

“We're all out here and —
‘Boom! What was that?” Lunge
said.

Work stops, of course, and “ev-
erybody runs for cover,” Neal

aid.

Because of the attacks, the air-
craft crews don't like to dawdle.
Their aircraft make large, invit-
ing targets.

Some aircraft are often air-
borne again 21 minutes after land-
ing, Neal said, meaning the aerial
port flight at Balad has some very
appreciative customers.

“Oh yes, they care,” he said of
the flying crews. “They like it.
They like the work we do.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
Jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Airmen become jacks-of-all-trades
when servicing aircraft at Balad

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq — The airmen of De-
tachment 5, 721st Air Mobility Operations Group
are like parking attendants.

They marshal the aircraft at Balad to the right
spot on the ramp for unloading. Then they guide
them out for takeoff.

1t's a pretty standard Air Force task, said Maj.
Grant Izzi, the detachment commander, who is sta-
tioned at Guam.

“The mission is a little different in that the air-
craft don’t stay on the ground very long,” he said.

For example, he said, a C-17 Globemaster might
spend two or three hours at Ramstein Air Base,
Germany, home of the 721st AMOG headquarters.

“Normally, [at Balad] a C-17 is on the ground
only 30 minutes or so,” said Izzi. “It’s a very high
volume, fast-paced ramp out here. I've never seen
a pace like this.”

He sees more C-5 Galaxies in Balad in one
week, he said, than he sees in Guam in one month.

lus, he said, his airmen handle 16 different
types of military and civilian aircraft, more than
they would see just about anywhere.

The airmen also perform standard checks and
needed maintenance on the planes to get them air-
borne again.

“I have many different flavors of personnel,” he
said of the nearly 40 people in the detachment. “I
have F-15 guys, C-130 guys. I have F-16 guys. Of
course, C-5, C-17 and the last of the C-141 guys
and gals.”

The C-141 Starlifter was phased out of ac-
tive-duty service in September but is still used by
some Air National Guard and Reserve units.

One of Izzi’s guys is Staff Sgt. Jason Harrell, an

F-15 crew chief stationed at Elmendorf, Alaska.
Since arriving at Balad, he has guided and worked
on more aircraft than ever before in his six-year
Air Force career.

“It’s an experience I never could have gotten
[anywhere else],” Harrell said. “I'll probably
never mess with some of them ever again.”

Although the detachment includes personnel
with skills for nearly every military aircraft —
they don’t touch the civilian planes — some people
were cross-trained to handle tasks outside their
specialty.

Some learn to refuel various aircraft, others to
replenish the oxygen tanks. Still others learn how
to tow aircraft they’ve never towed before.

Like everyone at Balad and the adjoining Logis-
tics Support Area Anaconda, the airmen of the
7215t AMOG have to deal with rocket and mortar
attacks.

“When we hear the red alert, we have to get ev-
erybody off the ramp,” Harrell said. After an at-
tack, they must search the flight line and ramp for
any unexploded ordnance.

The attacks notwithstanding, Harrell said, the
airmen feel like they are part of the fight to clear
Iraq of insurgents. The cargo they help bring to
the country is directly related to that effort.

“I feel I am [helping out],” he said. “I'm sure ev-
erybody does. I hope they do.”

Izzi said he knows his airmen feel a part of the
fight. He has seen them volunteer to load patients
onto the medical evacuation flights leaving the
base regularly.

“If nothing else does,” he said, “that grabs you.”

— Ron Jensen
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IN THE WORLD

Across the globe,
eople celebrate

Amid fears of violence, nations
attend Christmas events, services

BY CATHERINE MCALOON
The Associated Press

LONDON — Christians around
the world celebrated Christmas
Saturday with Pope John Paul 1T
leading prayers for peace and a
more tranquil future, pilgrims
flocking to Bethlehem and Iraqis
staying away from church amid
fears of bomb attacks.

In other corners of the globe,
some families gathered at home
and other revelers took their par-
ties to the streets —and in Austra-
lia, to the beach.

In Bethlehem, a new thaw in Is-
raeli-Palestinian relations drew
several thousand more pilgrims
to the traditional birthplace of
Jesus, but numbers were well
below those of the 1990s.
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Latin Patriarch Michel Sabbah,
the senior Roman Catholic of
cial in the Holy Land, called on
raelis and Palestinians to put vi
lence behind them. Interim Pales-
tinian leader Mahmoud Abbas at-
tended the service — a change
from previous years, when Israel
prevented late Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat from going to
Christmas celebrations.

Christians in other areas of the
world were cautious as they at-
tended religious services.

In Iraq, only a few Christians
showed up to celebrate Mass in
Baghdad’s churches because of
fears Islamic militants could
launch attacks.

In Indonesia, Christians cele-
brated Christmas amid warnings
that terrorists linked to al-Qaida
planned attacks in the world’s
‘most populous Muslim nation.

The Christian minorities in
Muslim-majority Pakistan and
predominantly ~ Buddhist  Sri

Lanka, where churches have
come under attack, also celebrat-
ed with police on alert. Authori-
ties also guarded churches in
Muslim-dominated Bangladesh.
No trouble was reported.

In the United States, President
Bush issued a Christmas message
for his country’s troops just days
after an attack on a U.S. military

AP photos

Malaysian children dressed as Santa Claus wait for the parade during
the national-level Christmas celebration in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday.

base in the Iraqi city of Mosul
killed 14 U.S. service members as
well as eight others.

“In Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where, these skilled and coura-
geous Americans are fighting the
enemies of freedom and protect-
ing our country from danger,”
Bush said.

He called 10 members of the
U.S. military around the world
and in the United States on Fri-
day to thank them for their ser-
vice and to share holiday greet-
ings.

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II
also spoke to her country’s
troops, praising their courage
and commitment in a special pre-
recorded message.

In her traditional Christmas
message to Britain, the queen
called for greater tolerance be-
tween Britons of different cultur-
al and religious backgrounds,

warning that extremists could
threaten progress toward a peace-
ful multicultural society.

“Peaceful and steady progress
in our society of differing cul-
tures and heritage can be threat-
ened at any moment by actions of
extremists at home or by events
abroad,” she said.

Spanish King Juan Carlos used
his televised Christmas address
to pay tribute to the victims of the

i The

Ruling

muddles
Ukraine
election

BY YURAS KARMANAU
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s
Constitutional Court ruled Sat-
urday that parts of recent legis-
lation restricting the voting
rights of homebound people vi-
olate the country’s constitu-
tion, clouding the presidential
rerun vote one day before bal-
lots were to be cast.

The decision by Ukraine’s
highest court won’t delay Sun-
day’s vote but creates a head-
ache for the Central Election
Commission, which is re-
quired by law to implement
the ruling but has less than 24
hours to do so.

“We will fulfill the decision
of the Constitutional Court,”
said commission chief Yaro-
slav Davydovych. “We don’t
have another alternative. The
vote must be held.”

Supporters of opposition
Viktor

March 11 train
king said relatives of the 191 peo-
ple who died in Spain’s worst ter-
rorist attack had his and his fami-
ly’s “deepest affection and under-
standing.”

Many European cities were de-
serted Saturday as families gath-
ered at home for traditional
Christmas meals.

The mood was relaxed in Aus-
tralia, where backpackers head-
ed to Sydney’s Bondi Beach, cele-
brating in bikinis and Santa suits.

Pope offers Christmas message to world

BY FRANCES D’EMILIO
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul II shared his fears about

800HighTech.com

Iraq, Sudan and other hot spots
and expressed his hopes in a
Christmas message Saturday that
peace-building efforts will bring
the world a more tranquil future.

Shielded by a canopy from
bone-chilling drizzle, the pontiff
greeted thousands of Romans,
tourists and pilgrims who turned
out at noon in St. Peter’s Square
to hear his traditional “Urbi et
Orbi” (Latin for “to the city and to
the world”) message and holiday
wishes in dozens of languages.

Children screamed in delight
and adults cheered and waved
flags as the pope, in gold-colored
robes, was driven into the square
in his white popemobile.

E-1 AND I\BI]UE APPROVED

“Babe of Bethlehem, Prophet
of peace, encourage attempts to
promote dialogue and reconcilia-
tion, sustain the efforts to build
peace, which hesitantly, yet not
without hope, are being made to
bring about a more tranquil
present and future for so many of
our brothers and sisters of the
world,” John Paul said, slowly
pronouncing each word and often
pausing to catch his breath.

“I think of Africa, of the trage-
dy of Darfur in Sudan, of the
Ivory Coast and of the Great
Lakes Region,” John Paul said of
those conflict areas. “With great
apprehension I follow the situa-
tion in Iraq. And how can I fail to
look with anxious concern, but
also with invincible conﬁdence,
toward that Land of which you
are a son?” the pontiff said in ref-
erence to the Holy

Shouts of glee went up from the
crowd when pilgrims heard the
pope read out holiday greetings
in their language. The multilin-
gual pope pronounced wishes of
peace and good cheer in 62 lan-
guages, including Esperanto,
Latin and his native Polish. Deter-
mined to finish the list, John Paul
took deep breaths before each
new language, handing off the
completed pages to aides.

‘Yushchenko pushed for the re-
strictions on voting at home,
saying they are necessary to
prevent a repeat of the vote
fraud that marred the Nov. 21
presidential runoff.

Ukraine's Supreme Court in-
validated the results of Novem-
ber’s vote, canceling the victo-
ry of Prime Minister Viktor
‘Yanukovych and ordering Sun-
day’s new ballot.

The Constitutional Court
said in its ruling Saturday that
the restrictions allowing only
people with certain disabilities
to vote at home were unconsti-
tutional and must be lifted im-
mediately.

The court ruled that all
those who are unable to get
themselves to polling stations
because of a disability or ill
health must be allowed to vote
at home.

The move could benefit
Yanukovych, who pushed for
the restrictions to be lifted, say-
ing they would deprive mil-
lions of their right to vote.

Marina Stavnichuk, the dep-
uty head of the Central Elec-
tion Commission, told Associat-
ed Press Television News that
the court’s ruling “will remove
doubt as to the legitimacy of
the rerun.”

She also said allowing the
disabled to vote at home is
“normal and humane from the
society’s point of view.”

The ruling does not affect
other newly adopted restric-
tions on absentee balloting,
which the opposition and West-
ern observers said became one
of the main vehicles for ram-
pant fraud in the November

noff.

Nestor Shufrych, a lawmak-
er and Yanukovych ally, said
the court’s ruling would affect
about 3 million people.
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AP photos

Above: Children play in the snow Dec. 15 in Santa’s village on the Arctic
Circle in Rovaniemi, Finland, which lays clai

-cheek to his log

cabin there. Finland was horrified when a British family went public with
complaints that he gave them the brushoff. And then there’s the larger
question of whether Santa may lose his magic as his haunt becomes a
tourist attraction drawing hundreds of thousands of visitors.

Right: Santa talks with children in his village.

Santa’s magic tested in his hometown

Famed tourist village in Finland realizes challenges of St. Nick business

BY MATTI HUUHTANEN
The Associated Press

SANTA’S VILLAGE ON THE
ARCTIC CIRCLE — Santa Claus
takes a long look at two English
children sitting on his knees.

“Have you been good?” he asks
gently.

The question might well be
thrown back in his bushy-bearded
face, considering the fuss a Brit-
ish family caused this month by
complaining that they spent a for-
tune to come to Santa’s village on
the Arctic Circle, only to be given
the brushoff.

Hilary Hughes, who brought
two daughters and four grandchil-
dren to visit Santa, claimed to the
Guardian newspaper in London
that they were told he was too
busy to see them, then finally re-
ceived them in a dining room clut-
tered with dirty plates.

Finns, highly sensitive about
their nation’s image, were horri-
fied, and tabloid newspapers pas-
sionately bemoaned the damage
to Santa’s prestige. “This was
most unfortunate, and we can
only apologize pmfusely,” lament-
ed Jyrki Niva, manager of the
firm that arranged the trip.

He blamed a delayed flight, add-
ing: “We had 1,600 guests that
‘weekend, and there were no other
complamts Everything else went
smoothly.”

But the flap may be just a symp-
tom of a deeper concern that the
Christmas spirit is getting lost as
the Santa industry gets bigger and
more regimented.

The Finns always have claimed
a special relationship with Sant
and since the 1960s the idea that
Santa’s home is in Lapland has
been strongly promoted by travel
agents, the government and
Finnair, the national carrier,
which calls itself Santa’s official
airline.

Tourism took off in 1985 when
Santa’s first workshop opened
here, 520 miles north of Helsinki,
the capital.

Since then, millions have flown
in to sit on Santa’s knee, ride rein-
deer sleds and snowmobiles, and
visit the husky farms that dot the
snowy landscape. Some 600,000
are expected this year, with more
than 250 chartered flights this
month alone arriving in Rovani-
emi, the capital of Finnish Lap-
land § miles south of Santa’s vil-
lage.

That's 25 percent more than
last year.

To get all those multitudes off
the plane, onto Santa’s knee,
around the attractions and out
again calls for clockwork timing.

“There is a danger we will be
swamped by the growing num-
bers, so we have to be very care-
ful when we plan,” said Niva.
“Quality must come before quanti-

Santa’s log cabin, originally
built for a visit by Eleanor
Roosevelt, widow of the U.S. presi-
dent, is now dwarfed by Santa’s
Office and workshops, the Santa
post office that receives more
than 500,000 letters a year from
all over the world, and dozens of
souvenir stores.

Then there’s SantaPark, a deep
cave where visitors can listen to
the sounds of Lappish nature and
throw frozen snowballs, and a bar
where drinks are served from ice
glasses at a room temperature of
14 degrees Fahrenheit.

At the newly opened Santa’s
Technology ~Park, companies
work in tourism and communica-
tion technology, including answer-
ing Santa’s letters and making
DVDs about Santa and Lapland.

And of course, Rovaniemi
boasts a Hotel Santa Claus. In
fact, three quarters of the work
force in the town of 35,000 direct-
ly or indirectly services the $460
million annual tourism industry.

Has the Santa business gotten
too big?

No one will say so on the record
for fear of hurting their own liveli-
hood. But privately, some are wor-
ried. One waitress fears that
“Santa saturation” — tourists are
shunted in and out as though on
conveyor belts — ultimately will
cause a backlash.

In his quiet, cozy grotto, Santa
won’t be drawn into the debate.

His real identity is a secret and
he won’t answer questions about
himself. His unchanging message
is the well-being of children.

“It’s nice that children can have
lovely presents, but the most im-
portant thing is that they should
be made to feel secure and
happy,” Santa said. “In this way,
we can all have a better, safer
world.”

And for 8-year-old Guy Johnson
from England, the magic is still
very much there.

Santa is serious
business in Finland

Some 600,000 visitors will visit
Santa’s Village in the northern
reaches of the country.

The Santa he met in London
wasn't the real thing, he said
knowingly after meeting Fin-
land’s Santa. “This is the real
Santa, He lives here. He was fan-
tastic.”

Across the globe, ‘pagan’ pines caught in church-state disputes

BY WILLIAM J. KOLE
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Pity the humble
Christmas tree — a lovable shrub with hea-
then roots that’s been dragged into the mid-
dle of bitter church-state separation squab-
bles stretching from France to Florida.

say the T: dates

acknowledging its pagan past, jokingly
refer to their trees as “Babylon bushes.”
But because of the central role the
Christmas tree plays in modern celebra-
tions, others insist it’s a de-facto religious
symbol that has no place in schools or
other public buildings.
Humbug, says David J. Robson, a U.S.
: ? oy

s T

to the Druids of northern Europe, who
lived several centuries before Christ and
used pine boughs to mark the winter sol-
stice. Even some evangelical Christians,

e
tree’s storied past and contends the only
thing remotely religious about it is the
star or angel that’s perched on top.

“It's not a Christian symbol per se,”

Robson, who works with the University of
Tllinois’ extension service in Springfield,
said in an interview. “It hasn’t done any-
thing wrong. It doesn’t have the ability to
do anything except bring some joy and
keep the soil from eroding before it’s cut
down.”

In France, the “sapin de Noel” has be-
come the focal point of a lively debate
over where it does and doesn’t belong.

A dozen students at a high school east of
Paris, convinced that a Christmas tree
their principal put up in the entry hall vio-

lates a law banning conspicuous religious
symbols in public schools, have pressured
administrators to remove it.

In Florida, a furor over whether Christ-
mas trees are unacceptable religious sym-
bols ended last week when officials re-
versed a decision to restrict their display
in public buildings.

U.S. courts have ruled that Christmas
trees are secular symbols, although some
have decreed that putting them up in pub-
lic places gives other groups the right to
place a holiday symbol in the same place.
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French urban climber Alain Robert, aka the French Spiderman, scales the Taipei 101 building, the tallest
Taiwan. The Christmas Day climb opened a week of media events
leading up to the official inauguration of the 101-story building on New Year's Eve.

Man scales world’s tallest building

bui

The Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — A French
urban climber who calls himself
Spiderman climbed to the top of
the world’s tallest building on Sat-
urday — Taipei 101.

Alain Robert, 42, took almost
four hours to reach the top of the
1,679-foot building. The climb
took him nearly twice as long as
he had expected, partly because
of dreary weather.

Although he’s climbed many of
the world’s tallest structures with-
out the use of a rope, he climbed
with one on Saturday, likely be-
cause of the wind and rain.

He paused to rest every eighth
floor and even chatted wit e
president of Taipei 101 before
tackling the final stretch.

As dark clouds drifted around
the top, Robert climbed onto the
roof with a tired smile. “It was
very wet ... and there was a
strong wind,” he said.

in the world, Saturday in Ta

Robert has also scaled the
Eiffel Tower and more than 30
skyscrapers around the world, in-
cluding New York’s Empire State
Building in 1994 and the Petronas
Twin Towers in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, in 1997.

The Christmas Day climb
opened a week of media events
leading up to the official inaugura-
tion of Taipei 101 on New Year’s
Eve. The building houses office
space and an observatory. A shop-
ping mall at the base of the tower
opened last year.

The 101-story skyscraper is
184 feet taller than the previous
record-holder, the Petronas Tow-
ers. Taipei 101 also claims to
have the highest structural top,
the tallest roof and the highest oc-
cupied floor.

It also has two of the world’s
fastest elevators, which travel 55
feet per second and can go from
the ground floor to the 89th in 39
seconds.
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Robert displays a Taipei 101 flag
as he stands on the top of the
building. Robert, 42, took almost
four hours to reach the top of the
1,679-foot building — nearly
twice as long as he expected —
because of the rain.

Abbas begins his
run for president,
pledges statehood

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Cloaking himself in Yasser
Arafat’s legacy, interim Palestin-
ian leader Mahmoud Abbas

opened his campaign for presi-
dent Saturday with a pledge to ful-
fill Palestinian dreams of state-
hood.

Abbas, the front-runner in the
Jan. 9 election, called on Israel to
end its occupation of the West
Bank, Gaza Strip and east Jerusa-
lem — areas that Israel captured
in the 1967 Mideast War. He said
he favors a negotiated settlement
and promised to respect the
rights of Palestinian refugees.

Israel and the Palestinians both
claim Jerusalem as their capital.

“We are choosing the path of
peace and negotiation,” Abbas
added. “If there is no peace here,
there will be no peace in the Mid-
dle East or the rest of the world.”

Abbas, who faces six opponents
in the presidential vote, is the can-
didate of Arafat’s ruling Fatah
movement. He repeatedly made
clear he intends to present him-
self as the late Palestinian lead-
er’s heir, despite their often rocky
relationship.

Since Arafat’s death Nov. 11,
Abbas has sought to harness
Arafat’s popularity to build sup-

port.

Abbas’ rally began with a mo-
ment of silence for Arafat and he
sprinkled his speech with refer-
ences to the late leader.

Abbas also appeared alongside
Arafat in campaign posters and
advertisements that ran promi-
nently in Palestinian newspapers
Saturday. “On your path, we will
achieve the Palestinian dream,”
the ads say.

In his speech Abbas reiterated

previous promises to hold parlia-
mentary elections in the first half
of 2005, shortly after the January
presidential race.

The militant group Hamas wel-
comed Abbas’ call for elections,
but urged him to follow through
on the promise.

Hamas, which is popular at the
local level,
made a sur-
prisingly
strong show-
ing in munici-
pal elections
this  week,
and could be
poised to do
well in the
legislative
vote as well.
The group is
boycotting
the presidential vote.

the campaign kicked off, Pal-
estinian newspapers were full of
advertisements from presidential
hopefuls. Human-rights worker
Mustafa Barghouti, who is run-
ning a distant second to Abbas in
opinion polls, appeared on the
front page of the al-Ayyam daily
and had billboard ads throughout
the West Bank.

“Put the cause in safe hands,”
the candidate says in one add, a
picture of Jerusalem’s Dome of
the Rock mosque in the back-
ground.

Late Friday, Abbas traveled to
the West Bank town of Bethlehem
to join Christmas celebrations,
where he was greeted by cheer-
ing crowds.

It was the first time a Palestin-
ian leader was permitted to go to
the biblical town for Christmas
since 2000. Israel prevented
Arafat from attending the celebra-
tion in recent years, accusing him
of advocating violence.

BY ALEXANDER G.
HIGGINS
The Associated Press

GENEVA — Swiss philanthro-
pists are giving more than $4 mil-
lion to keep the famed Saint Ber-
nard rescue dogs working on the
mountain pass that gave them
the)r name a key advocate said

Monks of the Congregation of
Canons of the Great Saint Ber-
nard have kept the dogs in their
mountain monastery since about
1660.

However, the monks said in
October that maintaining the
kennels had become too much of

ancial burden.

Rudolf Thomann, president of
the Swiss Saint Bernard Club,
said two foundations were bemg

Swiss philanthropists give millions
to keep Saint Bernards on the job

created to care for the dogs and
build a museum in their honor.
The canines are credited with
having saved some 2,000 travel-
ers over the past 200 years.

One of the new organizations
will buy nearly 20 dogs from the
order, probably at the end of Jan-
uary, Thomann said in a tele-
phone interview. The dogs will
continue to winter in a kennel in
Martigny, a city in the valley
below the Grand Saint Bernard
Pass, and take turns at the mon-
asterv during the summer, he
said.

The foundation, which also
will buy the kennel building in

gny, is to be named for
Barry, the famous Saint Bernard
that lived in the monastery from
1800 to 1812 and helped save
more than 40 people.

The Barry of the Great Saint
Bernard Foundation will be cre-
ated Jan. 28 with $656,000 donat-
ed by Christine Cerletti, a singer
based in the northern Swiss city
of Basel, Thomann said.

He said the foundation would
partner with a second one creat-
ed Thursday by former Geneva
private banker Bernard de Wat-
teville and fe, Caroline.
Watteville said he would donate
at least $3.5 million, Thomann
said.

The Saint Bernard’s strong
adaptability to different cli-
mates, its stamina, double fur
coat and extraordinary sense of
smell and hearing made it ideal
for Alpine rescue.

Now the dogs’ work is largely
performed with the aid of heli-
copters and heat sensors.
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Rare white Christmas as winter storms rage

The Associated Press

Folks in Victoria, Texas, just off
the Gulf Coast, weren’t dreaming
Saturday when they woke up to a
white Christmas. They had one —
the first in 86 years.

Almost a foot of snow fell over-
night to give Victoria a taste of
what the country’s midsection
has been dealing with the past
two days: winter weather.

An arctic front that swept
through the Midwest hit Indiana
and Kentucky particularly hard,
bringing record snowfalls that
snarled holiday travel and
stopped last-minute Christmas
shoppers in their tracks. More
than a dozen traffic deaths and
thousands of auto accidents have
been blamed on the storm so far.

The last time Victoria saw a
measurable amount of snow was
1973, when a tenth of an inch fell.
That’s the same amount that fell
on Christmas 1918, said Tony
Merriman, a meteorologist with
the National Weather Service.

With the exception of South
Texas and some air passengers in
Philadelphia, things were starting
to look up late Friday.

A portion of Interstate 64 in In-
diana reopened, a day after more
than 100 stranded travelers were
rescued from their snowbound ve-
hicles. But the road was still
treacherous because of hundreds

of abandoned vehicles along a
25-mile stretch near the Illinois
line.

In Normal, 111, wind chill read-
ings below zero compelled Epiph-
any Catholic Church to warm the
camel, goats and sheep in its live
Nativity scene with king-size elec-
tric blankets. The wise men,
Mary and Joseph were given bat-
tery-powered heaters to carry in
their pockets, and Jesus was
played by a doll instead of a baby.

With frigid temperatures fore-
cast for Ohio on Saturday, some
275,000 homes and businesses re-
mained without power two days
after the storm hit.

In Alaska, a different storm
stranded motorists for nearly a
day on a remote highway blanket-
ed by snow drifts as high as 7 feet.

Diane Glynn throws
freshly scraped
snow off the wind-
shield of her car
late Friday night in
Brownsville, Texas.
Jason Straub of the
National Weather
Service in Browns-
ville said this was
the first snow fall
since February
1895, Another
Texas town, Victo-
ria, saw its first
white Christmas in
86 years.

THE BROWNSVILLE
(TExas) HERALD

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Senior officials of the
U.S. Department of Transportation have
been talking with US Airways management
about at
Airport that left thousands of travelers sepa-
rated from their bags, a department spokes-
man said Saturday.

The problems, which US Airways attribut-

ed to the weather, also left many travelers
stranded on Christmas.

“We are obviously concerned about the sit-
uation, and we will be interested in learning
more from the airline about how the passen-
gers and their luggage came to be stranded,”
‘Transportation Department spokesman Rob-
ert Johnson said Saturday. He said Transpor-
tation Secretary Norman Y. Mineta had di-
rected the officials to talk to the airline.

US Airways’ baggage problem investigated

US Airways said it hoped to fix the prob-
lems as quickly as possible.

The problem extended beyond Philadel-
phia. Huge piles of bags sat unclaimed next
to the US Airways baggage counter on Fri-
day evening at Richmond International Air-
port in Virginia. Dozens of travelers unable

to find their luggage waited to speak with a
customer service representative.

Systemwide, US Airways also canceled
about 100 flights Friday.
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Bush calls for compassion in Christmas address

BY SCOTT LINDLAW
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush issued a Christmas Day call
for compassion toward the sick
and suffering, urging Americans
to volunteer to help the neediest
among their fellow citizens.

“The Christmas season fills our
hearts with gratitude for the
many blessings in our lives, and
with those blessings comes a re-

sponsibility to reach out to oth-
ers,” Bush said in his weekly
radio address.

“Many of our fellow Americans
still suffer from the effects of ill-
ness or poverty, others fight cruel
addictions, or cope with division
in their families, or grieve the loss
of a loved one,” he said. “Christ-
mastime reminds each of us that
we have a duty to our fellow citi-
zens, that we are called to love

our neighbor just as we would
like to be loved ourselves. By vol-
unteering our time and talents
where they are needed most, we
help heal the sick, comfort those
who suffer, and bring hope to
those who despair, one heart and
one soul at a time.”

Bush also assured U.S. troops
overseas that they are in the
thoughts and prayers of their fel-
low Americans.

It was a message that has be-

come a fixture of Bush’s annual
Christmas broadcasts, but one
with added poignancy this year,
coming days after a devastating
attack on a U.S. military dining
hall in Mosul, Iraq. Thirteen U.S.
servicemembers were among the
22 killed.

“In Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where, these skilled and coura-
geous Americans are fighting the
enemies of freedom and protect-
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ing our country from danger,”
Bush said.

“By bringing liberty to the op-
pressed, our troops are helping to
win the war on terror, and they
are defending the freedom and se-
curity of us all,” the president
said. “They and their families are
making many sacrifices for our
nation, and for that, all Ameri-
cans are deeply grateful.”

Bush and his family are spend-
ing a long Christmas weekend at
Camp David, Md., the presiden-
tial retreat. On Sunday, he flies to
their home in Crawford, Texas,
where he is scheduled to remain
until Jan. 2.

THE WHITE HOUSE/AP

Sitting in Camp David, Md., Presi-
dent Bush places Christmas Eve
phone calls Friday to members of
the armed forces.

President
sends thanks
to U.S. troops
across world

The Associated Press

Stationed on the farthest island
in  Alaska’s Aleutians, Coast
Guard Fireman Michael Joseph
feels like he’s living at the end of
the earth. But he wasn't too far
away to receive a Christmas Eve
greeting from President Bush.

“First thing he said was, ‘Micha-
el, Merry Christmas,’ ” said Jo-
seph 24, of Tucson, Arlz one of
20 men at the Coast Guard's
Lordn Station Attu. “It was
great.

Placmg calls from his moun-
taintop retreat at Camp David,
Md., Bush talked to 10 members
of the U.S. military around the
world and in the United States to
thank them for their service and
share holiday greetings.

Joseph, who has been stationed

e Aleutian island for nearly
nine months, awoke at 2:45 a.m.
local time to prepare for the call
at 415 am, which at Camp
David was 8:15 am. EDT. The
conversation lasted three or four
minutes. He said Bush told him,
“I want to say thanks for your ser-
vice out there and the sacrifice
you're making.”

Bush placed the calls to the ser-
vicemembers, including six sta-
tioned in Iraq — Army Staff Sgt.
Eric A. Julian, Marine Cpl. Mal-
colm N. Hedgepeth, Navy Hospi-
talman Roman R. Cruz, Navy
Petty Officer 1st Class ‘Michael D.
Watts, Air Force Staff Sgt. Santia-
g0 James Fontanez and Airman
1st Class Benjamin J. Miller —on
Friday morning.
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Is Washington race bad for democracy?

BY REBECCA COOK
The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — The ex-
hausting, exasperating, excruciat-
mgly close Washington gover-
nor’s race might be the worst
thing to happen to democracy
since Florida's pregnant chads.

Or, it might be no big deal.

The votes are in (for now) after
being counted three times since
Election Day. The courts have
spoken (for now). Democrat
Christine Gregoire won the final
recount by a mere 130 votes out
of 2.9 million cast, after losing the
first two counts to Republican
Dino Rossi by as little as 42.

Gregoire says it is over, but
even those whose most fervent
holiday wish was for a decided
election don’t really believe that.

The Republicans are pushing
hard for counties to reconsider
ballots they believe were wrongly
rejected. The whole mess will

probably head back to court, and
itis not at all clear whether Wash-
ington will have a governor by in-
auguration day, Jan. 12.

So when the dust clears and the
governor, whoever that may be,
gets down to governing, will the
controversy really make a differ-
ence? The new governor “will
have difficulties in perceived le-
gitimacy,” said University of
Washington political science pro-
fessor David Olson. “It will be
very difficult to tackle big issues
with a strong policy agenda. The
mandate is not there.”

On the other hand, he acknowl-
edged, losing the popular vote in
2000 did not stop George W. Bush
from pursuing his agenda.

“People do have short memo-
ries,” Washington State Universi-
ty political science professor
Lance LeLoup said. “The stuff
that seems so unbelievable right
now, that has people clutching
their hearts and moaning that this

is the end of life as we know it, a
year down the line this will be a
footnote in history.”

If Gregoire does indeed claim
the governor’s office, she will
enjoy the benefit of a Democratic
state House and Senate.

The only sure winner so far is
election reform. Proposals for re-
forming Washington’s election
system are going to be as com-
mon as umbrellas at the state Cap-
itol this winter.

Secretary of State Sam Reed
has suggested a package of chang-
es, though he has said he believes
the election went well, all things
considered.

“We don’t expect it to be per-
fect,” Reed said. “But we do have
a system set up to correct those

imperfections when they surface,
and we have done that.”

The two candidates predictably
split over whether this election
was free and fair.

“Like many people across
Washington, I'm very concerned
about the integrity of this election
process, and I'm also very con-
cerned that not all votes are being
treated equally,” Rossi said in an
e-mailed statement Thursday. He
said Washington has neither a
clean election nor a legitimate
governor.

Gregoire, on the other hand,
brimmed with confidence in the

Washington _electoral  system
after the results were announced
Thursday night.

“I think we have been a model
to the rest of the nation and to the
world at large,” she said. “This is
the biggest display of democracy
I have ever seen, and I am proud
of it.”

Mindful of her microscopic

margin of 0.0047 percent, Gre-
goire reached out to Rossi voters.

“A lot of heated words have
been said during this recount,”
she said, perhaps remembering
how the state Democratic party
chairman called Rossi a thief.
“But with the election coming to a
close I am confident we can begin
move forward as one state.”

Some Republicans have urged
Rossi not to contest the election, if
only so he can come back stron-
ger in 2006 to challenge Demo-
cratic Sen. Maria Cantwell, or to
run again for governor in 2008.
Many other Republicans, though,
say they will not give up so easily.

“We have the right to contest
and we have the reasons to con-
test it,” said Javier Figueroa of
University Place, a state parks
employee and Rossi supporter.
He added: “This isn’t about being
anice guy. This is about ensuring
the process is a good, solid pro-
cess. It's important to both sides
to have that right.”

W. Va. lottery winner suffers
more misfortune with family

BY JENNIFER BUNDY
The Associated Press

WINFIELD, W.Va. — Seven-
teen-year-old Brandi Bragg was
laid fo rest on Friday, almost two
years to the day after her doting
grandfather came into the great
wealth that some say was Bran-
di’s misfortune.

The only granddaughter of
Jack Whittaker, winner of the
richest undivided lottery jackpot
in U.S. history, was found dead
earlier this week of what may
have been a drug overdose.

Whittaker and others say her
sudden access to vast wealth had
brought new friends and danger-
ous habits.

“Since she won the lottery, she
had too much money,” said
Becky Layton, who once took
care of Brandi when she lived
with her grandparents.

“T could point fingers all day

long. The money is the root of it
all, I would say.”

Brandi had her own apartment
and several vehicles, including a
Hummer and a Cadillac Escalade
— indications of a teen with too
‘much money, Layton said.

“The very first few weeks after
she won the lottery, they would
get $10,000 out during the day. It
was between all of them. Her
mom would get out $5,000 and
Brandi would only get out five
more,” Layton said.

Brandi was a quiet 15-year-old
with a big smile when her al-
ready-wealthy grandfather won a
$314.9 million Powerball jackpot
on Christmas Day 2002. He took
his winnings in a $113 million
Tump sum.

Her Dec. 5 death was the latest
in a series of misfortunes that
have befallen Whittaker’s family
since then.

Among

them:  Whittaker’s

AP

Jewell and Jack Whittaker, rear, walk out of Richard Meadows Funeral
Home in Hinton, W.Va., behind the casket of their granddaughter,
Brandi Bragg, on Friday. Bragg was found dead on Monday.

home and his vehicles have been
hit with a rash of break-ins. He
was arrested twice this year for
drunken driving, and a judge or-
dered him to check into a rehab
center by Jan. 2.

And in  September, an

18-year-old friend of Brandi’s,
Jesse Tribble, was found dead in
Whittaker’s house from an over-
dose of cocaine, oxycodone and
methadone.

Associated Press writer Erik Schelzig in
Hinton, W.Va,, contributed to this report.

59-year-old pregnant

SYLVESTER, Ga. — A
59-year-old  great-grandmother
who could become the oldest U.S.
woman known to give birth to
twins is resting in the seclusion of
her rural mobile home and stub-
bornly refuses to head for a hospi-
tal, her relatives say.

Frances Harris, who was born
Nov. 30, 1945, had been expected
to give birth Dec. 21

But doctors now say the twins,
a boy and a girl, are expected to
be born around Dec. 28, her
daughter, Kendal Byrd, said
Thursday.

“She’s been in pain, having
some small contractions,” said
Byrd, who at 34 is currently Har-
ris’ youngest child.

Already Harris is the mother of
five, grandmother of 14 and
great-grandmother of six. Harris
had her first child when she was
15 years old, which means 44
years will separate her oldest
from her youngest.

The twins' father, Raymond
Harris, is 60 years old.

From The Associated Press
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Justice targets federal corruption

Recent cases show increasing serutiny of ethical misdoings

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Former Con-
necticut Gov. John G. Rowland’s
guilty plea Thursday to a felony
charge makes him only the latest
in what is a steadily growing num-
ber of federal corruption prosecu-
tions focusing on government offi-
cials.

Although totals have not yet
been released, the number of
such cases pursued by federal au-
thorities has grown by as much as
15 percent over the last four
years, according to a Justice De-
partment official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The increase, said the official,
reflects the high priority placed
on public corruption cases rather
than a sudden spike in the num-
ber of dishonest politicians.

But the steady slide of high-pro-
file public officials into ethical
and criminal scandals risks foster-
ing increasing distrust of govern-
ment leaders.

“The government is wounded,”
said Connecticut House Majority
Leader James Amann. “It’s some-
thing most of us are concerned
about. Most people have their

hearts in the right place — to
serve the public. But no matter
how well you construct the laws
and make the rules, there will al-
ways be the ones who decide to
break the law.”

In  recent
months, two
northeast gov-
ernors have re-
signed in dis-
grace and a
presidential
cabinet nomi-
nee withdrew
his name in a
swirl of contro-
versy over a
nanny-house-
keeper he em-
ployed.

Ethical missteps, ranging from
improper campaign contributions
and gifts to racketeering and tax
fraud, also led to the downfall of
former U.S. House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, R-Ga., former Sen. Rob-
ert Torricelli, D-N.J., and Rep.
James Traficant, D-Ohio.

And in a case that rocked the
nation, former President Bill Clin-
ton’s dalliance with a White
House intern led to his impeach-

ment by the House. But he sur-
vived a Senate trial and finished
his term in office.

In the most recent cases:

W Rowland pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to steal
honest service in connection with
a two-year investigation into cor-
ruption in his administration.

W New Jersey Gov. James E.
McGreevey stepped down after
acknowledging that he’d had an
affair with another man.

W Former New York Police
Commissioner Bernard Kerik
withdrew his name from nomina-
tion as homeland security secre-
tary after revealing he had not
paid all required taxes for a fami-
ly nanny-housekeeper and that
the woman may have been in the

think there is more public corrup-
tion than 10 years ago or 20 years
ago. I think we're doing a better
]Db of finding it and prosecuting

Although the number of law-
vers assigned to the Criminal Di-
vision’s public integrity section
has remained constant at about
30, the Justice Department works
with US. attorneys on corruption
probes, including the Rowland in-
vestigation. Justice officials from
Attorney General John Asheroft
on down have said that while
counterterrorism remains the top
priority, ferreting out public cor-
ruption also ranks very high.

In response, a number of U.S.
attorneys nationwide have set up
special units to target corrupt poli-

country illegally. L ticians, fncusmgonelecuonwol -
In 2000, federal in-  tionsand finance inves-
dicted 1,000 public officials, ac- tigations.

cording to Justice Department
statistics. By 2002, the number
had increased to 1,136, while the
2003 figure, not yet released,
stayed relatively stable. The 2004
total will be up again, reflecting
up to a 15 percent increase over
the 2000 figure, said the Justice
Department official.

However, he added, “I don’t

wmakers are also taking no-
tice.

“There is a greater awareness
on the part of public officials that
government needs to be run in an
ethical way, by ethical people,”
said Peggy Kerns, director of the
Center for Ethics in Government
at the National Conference of
State Legislatures.

Whistleblower ruling

WASHINGTON — Thou-
sands of federal doctors and
medical researchers who re-
ceive some of the highest sala-
ries in government don’t enjoy
the same protections to blow
the whistle on wrongdoing as
other civil servants, a judge
has ruled.

Administrative Judge
Raphael Ben-Ami of the U.S.
Merit Systems Protection

Board ruled recently that Dr.
Jonathan Fishbein, a National
Institutes of Health specialist,
could not seek the board’s pro-
tection from firing under the
Whistleblower Protection Act.

NIH hired Fishbein in 2003
to help improve AIDS re-
search practices. He alleges
he is being fired because he un-
covered concerns about re-
search practices that might en-
danger patient safety.

NIH said he is being fired
for poor performance.

Fishbein is an employee
under Title 42 of the federal
code that allows the govern-
ment to pay research and med-
ical experts higher salaries
than the civil servant maxi-
mums.

Ben-Ami ruled Nov. 9 that
Fishbein was not covered by
the Whistleblower Protection
Actbecause heisa Ti'.le 42em-
ployee and has “no appeal
rights” during his two-year
probationary period.“

From The Associated Press
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1o repeat basic training. You'll also be able to continue accruing valuable retirement
benefits. To learn more, go to www.afreserve.com or call 800-257-1212.

800-257-1212 * www.afreserve.com

Police officer
Victor Gomez
inspects a vehicle
involved ina
carjacking at the
Hustler Casino in
Gardena, Calif.
The driver fled
into the casino,
where he took
two people hos-
tage before an
officer shot him,
authorities said.

TORRENCE DAILY
BREEZE/AP

Casino hostage-taking
ends in suspect’s death

BY DAISY NGUYEN
The Associated Press

GARDENA, Cal — Pollce

carj
pect who ran into a crowded casi-
no early Friday and took two pa-
trons hostage.

The man hijacked a luxury car
on Thursday and led police on a
30-minute chase after they spot-
ted the vehicle early Friday, au-
thorities said.

With the car still rolling, the
‘man jumped out at the Hustler Ca-
sino, a Gardena card club owned
by Hustler magazine mogul
Larry Flynt.

The suspect shot at police offic-
ers in the casino’s parking lot, but
no one was hit, Los Angeles Po-
lice Department Assistant Chief
Jim McDonnell said.

The gunman then ran into the
crowded casino and took a hos-
tage.

He later released the hostage,
but took another, police said.

An LAPD officer shot the sus-
pect in the head, McDonnell said.

The man was pronounced dead
late Friday morning at a hospital,
said Lt. David Smith, supervising
investigator of the Los Angeles
County coroner’s office.

Smith said he could not release

e man’s name until authorities
contacted his next of kin.

No one else was hurt. Patrons
and casino employees poured out
of the casino when they heard
shots being fired.

“Up to 1,000 patrons were in-
side the casino when the suspect
ran inside with a weapon, so you
can imagine the chaotic situa-
tion,” McDonnell said.

The casino was closed as police
reviewed footage from a security
camera and interviewed dozens
of witnesses.
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E-mail after death: Digital debate brews

BY ANICK JESDANUN

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — As more of our personal
lives go digital, family members, estate at-
torneys and online service providers are in-
creasingly grappling with what happens to
those information bits when their owners
die.

Sometimes, the question involves e-mail
sitting on a distant server; other times, it's
about the photos or financial records

d

Questions begin to arise about what happens
to an individual’s account after he or she dies

To release those messages in such cir-
cumstances, Yahoo said, would violate the
privacy rights of the deceased and those
with whom they've corresponded.

“The commitment we've made to every
person who signs-up for a Yahoo! Mail ac-
count is to treat their email as a private
ication and to treat the content of

stored on a password-protect

This week, a Michigan man publicized
his struggle to access the Yahoo e-mail ac-
count belonging to his son, Marine Lance
Cpl. Justin M. Ellsworth, 20, who was
killed Nov. 13 in Iraq. Though Yahoo's poli-
cies state that accounts “terminate upon
your death,” John Ellsworth said his son
would have wanted to give him access.

“He was wanting to forward his e-mail
from strangers,” Ellsworth said. “They
were letters of encouragement. He said all
their support kept him motivated. We've
talked back and forth about how we were
going to print them out and put them in a
scrapbook.”

their messages as confidential,” spokes-
woman Mary Osako said in a statement.
But Osako said the company was dealing
with uncharted territory and was willing to
continue discussions with Ellsworth. One
option could involve Ellsworth getting a
court order, which Yahoo would abide.
Ellswnrth said he preferred to avoid litiga-

Other service providers, including Amer-
ica Online Inc., EarthLink Inc. and Mi-
crosoft Corp., which runs Hotmail, have
provisions for transferring accounts upon
proof of death and identity as next of kin.

AOL spokesman Nicholas Graham said

the company gets dozens of such requests
aday and has a separate fax number, mail-
ing address and full-time service represen-
tative devoted to fulfillment.

Nonetheless, some privacy advocates
question whether that's a good approach.

“People might decide what they want
family members to see or keep secret some-
times for family harmony reasons,” said
Peter Swire, an Ohio State University law
professor who served as former President
Bill Clinton’s chief privacy counselor.
“They may know secrets of other family
members that they hold in confidence: The
sister had an abortion; the father had a
first marriage.”

Swire said Yahoo’s policies are stricter
than those for medical records — and right-
ly so. He said quick access to medical
records is needed for emergency care, and
such records are unlikely to trample other
people’s privacy rights, as e-mail could.

Rather than maintaining an either-or pol-

icy, perhaps service providers could ask
users when they sign up whether they’d
like e-mail disclosed upon death, said
Jason Catlett, president of the priva-
cy-rights group Junkbusters Corp.

“If you put money into an IRA [individu-
al retirement account] or a mutual fund,
they will ask you for the next of kin,”
Catlett said.

But Graham said cell phone providers
and fitness centers don’t make similar re-
quests, and doing so with Internet service
“is simply a turnoff and it’s not necessary.
We already have a process that works
quite well and quite responsibly.”

For now, such disputes are rare, and
most struggles for access involve family
members who need to obtain financial
records on a computer, said Bob Weiss,
president of Password Crackers Inc., a
Maryland company that recovers lost pass-
words. Less than 2 percent of Weiss’s busi-
ness involves relatives of the deceased, he
said

Still, “as more of our lives go online, host-
ed faraway, we will want to think carefully
about the disposition of those bits,” said
Jonathan Zittrain, a professor at Harvard
Law School’s Berkman Center for Internet
& Society.

It’s time for the ghost ship to come

Christmastime shipwreck sparks legend in Rhode Island town

A holiday wreath adorns the locked gate of the Houston grave site of
Howard Hughes on Thursday, the day before what would have been his
99th birthday.

Hughes’ gravesite still
popular among tourists

BY MICHAEL GRACZYK
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Howard Hughes
probably would have liked Fri-
day, his 99th birthday.

With temperatures around the
freezing mark in normally balmy
Houston, the gravesite of the man
whose name was invariably pref-
aced by “reclusive eccentric bil-
lionaire” was devoid of visitors.

That is not always the case for
the final resting place of the busi-
nessman, whose name has been
back in the news with the nation-
wide release this weekend of the
Leonardo DiCaprio movie “The

Aviator,” about Hughes’ Holly-
wood years.
Nearly three decades after

Hughes died of kidney disease at
age 72 on a plane from Acapulco,
Mexico, to his native Houston, his
grave at 133-year-old Glenwood
Cemetery remains a popular tour-
ist site.

The 30-by-50-foot family plot
also includes the grave of his fa-
ther, Howard Robard Hughes,
who died in 1924 and whose oil-
field drilling tool company be-

came the basis for the family for-
tune. His mother, who died in
1922 when her son was 16, also is
buried there.

The gravesite is surrounded by
an iron fence with a padlocked
gate. On Friday, the gate was dec-
orated with a pair of Christmas
wreaths.

The back of the site is bordered
by 6-foot-high semicircular con-
crete wall sculpture that includes
a half-dozen brass vases.

Legend has it the granite tomb-
stone was commissioned by
Hughes to be modeled after a key
fob his father used to carry.

The site, while

BY ELIZABETH ZUCKERMAN
The Associated Press

CRANSTON, R.I. — Rhode Island legend tells of a
spectral ship that haunts the waters off Block Is-
land, bursting into flame and sinking into the ocean.
Depending on who's spinning the tale, the islanders
involved in the human drama turned out to be he-
roes — or monsters.

The tales hold that the ship is the ghost of one that
wrecked on the island’s northern point shortly after
Christmas 1738. Different versions say the vessel’s
appearance augurs bad weather and

carried immigrants from the Palatinate — reap-
peared in flames.

In the poet’s account, a century after the wreck
and plundering, the islanders are still haunted by a
blazing ghost ship which appears on some moonless
nights.

It's not a flattering portrait, and it clearly rankled
islanders of the poet’s day. In his 1877 history of the
island, Samuel Livermore tried to refute Whittier’s
version.

“Poetic fiition has given the public a very wrong
view of this occurrence, and thus a wrong impres-

sion of the Islanders has been ob-

appears on the Saturday between . : tained,” Livermore wrote.
Chrstmas and New Years, Different He included an 1876 letter from
while there’s good evidence ») Whittier in which the poet respond-
that a British ship, the Princess Au.  SLOT'1S Sy the GG e G s Aceord-
gusta, carrying a load of passengers vessel’s ing to Livermore’s book, Whittier
from territory that would become said he “did not intend to misrepre-
Germany, ran aground on the island appearance sent the facts of history,” but wrote

on Dec. 27, 1738, there’s accord on
little else about the incident.

A deposition taken from the ship’s
crew shortly after the incident —
and republished in 1939 — tells of a

augers bad
weather and

the poem after hearing the story
from a Rhode Islander.
Livermore instead presented an
account by a scholar of his day.
According to it, the ship came

voyage }:nlfv:]l:lch px%‘wzltglsdwers that it ashore on Sandy Point, and once the
scarce, hal e crew had died, an . tide rose, was able to be floated
ul}llgrsl were }:;)bbled b[y the extreme appears on again, and towed into Breach Cove
cold. In the document, crew mem- ) y by the islanders. Many fell ill, died
bers said a heavy snowstorm drove the Saturday and were buried on the island’s
the ship aground. o een southwest side.
Beilxlw?gmg ltO fﬂllfkllﬂﬂtsﬁ MIC?GEI between Today, a marker, installed in 20th
of Cranston, within the century J. 3 century, stands at the site. It reads
after the incident, two versions be- Christmas s]mpl;): “Palatine Graves — 1738.”
came popular. X and New It's the only major physical evi-
The on;lsland version told of the B dence of the disaster. Charlotte Tay-
residents’ generosity rescuing and Year’s. lor of the Rhode Island Historical

nursing back to health the ill and
starving passengers, who had been
abused and exploited.
The other version was |mmortahzed by the

not prominently display the Hugh-
es name and is dwarfed by far
grander memorials elsewhere in
the cemetery, where some 22,000
people are buried. The billionaire
was buried in 1976 in an $8,100
casket and $2,100 vault, accord-
ing to probate court documents.

It was not until 1990 that his es-
tate, estimated at $1.13 billion,
was settled in the courts, since he
left no verified will and dozens of
purported wills surfaced after his
death.

19th- tury poet and John Greenleaf
Whittier, whose poem “The Palatine” appeared in
The Atlantic Monthly in 1867. In it, Block Islanders
recall the wreck — and some islanders’ roles in caus-
ing it by igniting false signal lights to draw the ship
aground.

Then, according to the poet, they plundered the
ship “like birds of prey / Tearing the heart of the
ship away, / And the dead never had a word to say /
And then, with a ghastly shimmer and shine / Over
the rocks and the seething brine, / They burned the
wreck of the Palatine.”

A year after the wreck, in another storm, the Pa-
latine — apparently called by that name because it

Preservation & Heritage Commis-

sion said no wreckage has ever been
found. Martha Ball, the former first warden of Block
Island, said there’s some evidence the ship was re-

leermore blames the story of the ship’s burning
and other atrocities on “the testimony of a witch, an
opium-eater, and a maniac” and concludes “Dutch
Kattern (a passenger who stayed on the island after
the wreck and was known as a witch) had her re-
venge on the ship that put her ashore by imagining it
on fire, and telling others, probably, that the light on

e sound was the wicked ship

e Livermore dismissed the slory of ‘the island-

ers’ barbarity, he was less willing to write off ac-
counts of the so-called Palatine Light.

He noted that an unexplained hghl was often sight-
ed off Sandy Point by people both on Block Island
and on the mainland.
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Three-month power
outage dims spirits
at Fla. trailer park

BY JILL BARTON
The Associated Press

LAKE WORTH, Fla. — For
Thanksgiving, Annie Johnston,
her grandson and some neigh-
bors made green-bean casserole
and stuffing and ate outside by
flashlight. They had the meager
leftovers for the next three days.

mas right now. I'm tapped out,”
said Johnston, S5. “If I go to a
store and they’re playing Christ-
mas music, or go through a neigh-
borhood with lights, it tears me
apart. ”

Across Florida, the recovery
after this year's unusually harsh
hurricane season, when four hur-
ricanes smashed into the state in

They had hoped that by Christ- six weeks, will
mas — three . take years. But
months  after &g [ think there the worst of it,
back-to- back hur- when power was
ricanes hit — life  Jgpe been more  out,water was con-
would be easier, A taminated, food
that power would habitable and gas  were
be restored in . scarce, and roads
llllelrfrunc_llowncu:i places in were  washed
cle of trailers an¢ . away, ended
hthal they could Third World Weeks ago  for

ave a present or oy Joc most  Floridians.
Eﬁ“ k\;nder a m:ﬁ countries than Insurance compa-
linking - wi at this park.9y  nies are helping
lights. ; I those with dam-

But that hasn’t Cathy Lively  aged homes and
happened. Attorney for tenants of ~ businesses make

The days have  pogica) Trailer Gardens,  repairs, and the
only become hard- Lake Worth, Fla.  Federal Emergen-
er ﬁ_)g many poor ! cy Management
families like

Johnston’s, who are still strug-
gling to recover from a lost job, a
damaged home, the mounting ex-
penses of replacing ruined
clothes, food and furniture, or
worse.

“Christmas? There’s no Christ-

H O L

Agency has brought help to oth-
ers.

At the Tropical Trailer Gar-
dens, though, many tenants feel
abandoned, even though they
have received some help from
FEMA.

Dirty laundry is shown piled up in a bathroom at the residence of Sherry Henderson at a trailer park in Lake
Worth, Fla., last week. Henderson is among some residents at Tropical Trailer Gardens that still don’t have
power that was lost during hurricanes that hit Florida earlier this year.

Their depressing mix of trail-
ers sits close to Interstate 95 in an
industrial park, a few miles from
the elegant homes and shops of
Palm Beach. Most of the park has
no power, and the little electricity
it has is so fragile that Johnston is
afraid that if she puts out Christ-
mas lights, they will blow out
someone’s refrigerator.

Johnston and her neighbors
now fear they will soon be home-
less. Their landlord says fixing
the electrical problems would be
s0 expensive that he wants to bull-
doze the place instead.

Sherry Henderson, 56, re-
ceived $300 from FEMA, but like
most of her neighbors, she spent
it weeks ago on food and a few
nights in a motel so she could

DAY

SALE

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON

NOW urTO

have a hot shower. She has ap-
pealed to the agency for more aid
to cover some rent and relocation
expenses. Her Social Security dis-
ability income is not enough to
help her move on.

Fifteen tenants, many of who
are disabled and on a fixed in-
come, are suing the landlord, Wes-
ley Cox, who they say carelessly
patched up a faulty electrical sys-
tem for the past decade. Most are
withholding at least part of their
$250 monthly rent for their lots
until improvements are made. On
Thursday, Cox issued written de-
mands for the back rent — the
first step toward eviction.

“I think there have been more
habitable places in Third World
countries than at this park,” said

the tenants’ attorney, Cathy Live-
ly. “The situation at this point is
very, very primitive.”

Cox said he could fix the prob-
lems himself, but the city is re-
quiring him to hire a licensed elec-
trical contractor and fining him
$200 a day until he does. Cox and
his attorney, Bill Layton, said re-
placing the electrical system
could cost more than $100,000
and require a bank loan. Cox
called it “an impossibility” be-
cause the damaged property
would not qualify.

But FEMA officials say the
trailer park could be eligible for a
low-interest loan from the Small
Business Association, and tenants
can apply again if they need more
help.

PC virus attacks in
overdrive on holidays

BY RACHEL KONRAD
The Associated Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Susan
Love’s problems began with a
smile.

The New York City fund-raiser
clicked on a happy-face attach-
ment in a friend’s e-mail last
year. The virus crashed her com-
puter within an hour.

Love, 57, salvaged her data.
But within a few months her com-
puter’s performance slowed to a
crawl. In December 2003, she up-
graded to a Sony Vaio with an
extra-large monitor and Mi-
crosoft Windows XP operating
system.

Within a few days, “spyware”
— programs that sneak onto com-
puters uninvited — began spong-
ing up valuable memory. Then
her e-mail stopped arriving.

Instead of crafting holiday
e-mails, she spent hours install-
ing the latest anti-virus, anti-ad-
vertising and anti-spyware soft-
ware.

“You have to become some-
thing of a nerd to make sure your
computer is safe,” said Love, a
former English teacher who re-
cently installed anti-adware on
her daughter’s computer. “If you

don’t sweep the computer every
night, you could hit.”

Hackers, spammers and spies
go into overdrive in December
and January, when unsuspecting
neophytes unwrap new comput-
ers, connect to the Internet, and,
too oﬁen get hit with viruses, spy-
ware and other nefarious pro-

gram:

“People want to get on the Net
right away, just like they want to
put together and start using any
Christmas present,” said Tony
Redmond, chief technology offic-
er of Palo Alto, Calif.-based com-
puter giant Hewlett-Packard Co.,
whose new PCs ship with 60 days
of virus and adware protection.
“They should be warned that the

et is a very, very dangerous
place.”

The most vulnerable comput-
ers are the ones that have sat
under Christmas trees for days or
weeks. If a consumer buys equip-
ment that arrives on Dec. 15, and
it sits in the living room until Dec.
25, it could be hit by hundreds of
viruses written in the 10-day inter-
im.

Experts say consumers should
vigilantly buy and update securi-
ty software, which can add hun-
dreds of dollars over the course of
a computer’s lifetime.
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Shopping frenzy comes late

Last-minute rush gives stores hope amid lackluster sales

The Associated Press

With just hours to go before Christ-
mas, the nation’s retailers hoped a
last-minute flurry of holiday shop-
pers, whether delayed by winter
storms or by simple procrastination,
would be enough to shore up an oth-
erwise disappointing season.

Retailers were heartened by an up-
tick in sales at malls last week, and
customer traffic appeared solid Fri-
day. But the industry is still resigned
to the fact that the 2004 holiday shop-
ping season won’t be stellar — the
question is whether the last-minute
boost will be enough to help stores
‘meet their modest sales goals.

The exceptions have been online
shopping, with sales at the high end
of projections, and luxury stores,
which have continued with robust
sales from their well-heeled custom-
ers.

That means merchants are once
again finding themselves in the
'same position as they were last year,
relying on those last-minute shop-
pers, who seem to be delaying their
buying even later than a year ago.
But with many stores struggling
with high inventories this year, plen-
ty of customers looking for bargains
were pleased with the options.

“It Jooks like the deals are getting
better,” said Charles Mincey of New
Hope, Ga., who bought himself an
Izod polo shirt at Rich’s-Macy’s de-

partment store for half price at the
Lenox Square in Atlanta.

For those who waited until the
end, however, procrastinating does
carry risks.

“I'saw the perfect necklace for my
niece, but someone snatched it from
me,” said Patrick Radeboldt, who
was shopping in Manhattan.

In Cincinnati, Ohio, and other
parts of the Midwest hit by a heavy
snowstorm Thursday, plenty of shop-
pers were out doing the last-minute
buying they were supposed to do ear-
lier in the week.

“If it had been like the last two
days, I wouldn't have come out,”
said Pat Marler, who was at the East-
gate Mall in suburban Cincinnati. “I
mainly needed to pick up a few odds
and ends. I actually did my shopping
alittle earlier than usual — luckily. I
just have one more stop, then I'm
heading home because it's just too
cold.”

Ellen Tolley, a spokeswoman at
the National Retail Federation, said
the industry group continues to fore-
cast a 4.5 percent gain in total holi-
day sales, which exclude restaurant
and auto sales. She noted that the
Midwestern storms did put a damp-
er on sales in certain areas, calling it
a “momentary glitch,” but said a lot
of shoppers had planned their shop-
ping around it.

Shoppers were stirring

A late rush: An increase in
sales at malls around the country
last week has given retailers hope
of meeting sales goals for the holi-
day season.

Discount blues: The season has
been disappointing for many dis-
count and moderate-priced retail-
ers, while luxury stores and on-
line retailers reported more ro-
bust sales. Overall, the National
Retail Federation forecasts a 4.5
percent gain over 2003.

Procrastination nation: Mer-
chants say shoppers seem to be
delaying their purchases even
more than they did a year ago.
Some might have been hindered
by recent Midwest storms.

been robust. Internet research firm
comScore Networks Inc. said online
sales in November and December
are tracking at the high end of its
forecast of a 23 percent to 26 percent
gain from the year-earlier period.
‘While Christmas Eve day is not
traditionally a big sales generator,
Tolley believes it could be much
busier than in years past because
this year it's a federal holiday, pro-
viding shoppers the opportunity to

Christmas Eve shoppers wait in line to purchase gift certifi-
cates Friday at Westfarms Mall in West Hartford, Cor
Last-minute shoppers packed malls and shopping areas across

Meanwhile,

online sales have

do more buying on that day.

the country looking to complete their shoppi

Hurricanes driving up the cost of
gift-boxed frult for the holldays

BY LYNN BREZOSKY
The Associated Press

HARLINGEN, Texas — This is
not exactly a season of joy for
shippers of gift-boxed grapefruit
and oranges.

The three hurricanes that bat-
tered Florida’s citrus groves over
the summer devastated the
state’s grapefruit and orange
crop, causing a sharp rise in
‘wholesale prices for the fruit that
is stamped, wrapped and nestled
in boxes for the chilly north every
Christmas season.

Some gift-box shippers in Flori-
da and Texas, the No. 1 and No. 2
grapefruit states, are now stuck
with charging the lower prices
they printed in their brochures
and catalogs long before the
storms hit. Others have raised
prices, tacking on a $2 to $4 “hur-
ricane surcharge” when custom-
ers place their orders.

“We’re paying about 50 percent
more for fruit than we had
planned. With the price of gaso-
line, the cost of getting the fruit
out and delivered — it hurts the
profits,” said Frank Davis, owner
of Pittman & Davis, a fruit ship-
ping business in Harlingen that
decided not to risk alienating cus-
tomers by imposing a surcharge.

Florida this season is expecting
its smallest grapefruit crop since
the Depression, and its worst or-
ange crop in 13 years.

Texas growers are hoping Flori-
da’s loss is their gain, with grape-

AP

Workers at Pittman & Davis, gift fruit shippers, sort and package orang-
es and grapefruit into boxes Dec. 15 in Harlingen, Texas. Shippers are
watching profits dwindle as the cost of produce has risen due to hurri-
cane damage while they are stuck with the prices they printed in bro-
chures and catalogues long before the hurricanes hit.

fruit lovers deciding they prefer
Texas’ redder fruit to Florida’s
more white and pink varieties.
Texas growers are still rebound-
ing from freezes in 1983 and 1989
that killed trees and drove many
farmers out of business.
“This year has the potential to
be the most profitable year that
trus growers have had in 25
years,” said Ray Prewett, execu-
tive director of Texas Citrus Mu-
tual, an organization of growers.
Shippers of gift boxes do most
of their business around Christ-

mas. At the Pittman & Davis
shed, it is peak season, with about
150 workers working 18-hour
days to fill pack fruit into boxes
for shipment all around the coun-
try. This season they expect to
sell some 800,000 boxes of fruit —
80 percent of it before Christmas.

Davis said he did not believe a
hurricane surcharge would fly
for fruit from Texas.

“Itd be nice if we could get
away with that,” he said. “But I
don’t think it would make our cus-
tomers happy.”

High-tech lump of
coal: Dad sells bad
kids’ gifts on eBay

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The kids were
naughty, Dad put the presents on
eBay instead of under the tree —
and Mom’s been crying ever
since.

Now, even the tree’s down.

Saturday morning was not very
jolly for three brothers — 9, 11
and 15 — who didn't straighten
up when their father told them
Santa_wasn't too pleased with
their fighting, cuss words and ob-
scene gestures.

Dad and Mom had warned
their sons that the Nintendo DS
video system — and the three
games that go with it — were
headed for the auction block if
they didn’t get their act together.

“No kidding. Three undeserv-
ing boys have crossed the line. To-
night we sat down and showed
them what they WILL NOT get
for Christmas this year. I'll be tak-
ing the tree down tomorrow,” the
‘man announced in his eBay post-

ing.

“If you don’t buy them, we’ll re-
turn them to the store,” the seller
known online as magumbo—2000
reported on the site.

On Thursday night, the auction
wound down with bidding at
$465.01 — below the price the
man had set. He said he would
probably list the items again.

A single day of particularly bad
behavior set the Christmas crack-
down in motion.

“These are normally really
good kids,” said Dad, who asked
the Houston Chronicle not to re-
veal his name.

Dad even admits he and Mom
are partly to blame for being too
lax at times.

But enough was enough. The
warning of an impending sale
came earlier in the week at a
sit-down between offspring and
parents.

“We told them they were de-
stroying each other and the calm
and peace in the household. It
had to stop,” said the man, who
did tell the paper that he works as
an information technology spe-
cialist and lives in Pasadena.

The boys pledged to be nice but
were back to their old ways the
next morning.

That mghl Dad announced
that he would indeed be putting
$700 in video games up for sale
on eBay. The oldest boy dou-
ble-dared his dad to make good
on his word.

Son shouldn’t have done that.

Dad said Mom has been in
tears since the showdown.

“I don’t do it outwardly,” he
said, “but I'm crying on the in-
side.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tolerate the k

1 learned of a few soldiers in the divi-
sion who claimed offense to the spirited
holiday decorations adorning the offices
where they work.

Evidently they claim that decorations
reflect a religion or religious celebration
and that they would prefer to not have
them.

Did these people come from America?
And do they choose the American cul-
ture? It is incomprehensible to think that
soldiers who are ordered to respect the
Muslim culture with its religious and cul-
tural differences cannot see that they
come from a culture, too.

The culture of America celebrates
Christmas. People celebrate it in many
different ways. I prefer modest decora-
tions, mostly to please the children. Oth-
ers have candles in the windows; some
like monstrous, gaudy light displays.

If a person chooses not to be a part of
the culture, he or she does not have to try
to make everyone else revolve around
his or her rejection. In America, we re-
spect all cultures and relish the differenc-
es, not despise them.

‘Who is upset when people celebrate
Fourth of July? It was predominantly
Christians who founded this country,
who passed on their ideals and put their
life on the line by signing the Declaration
of Independence. [Those opposed to
Christmas decorations] should be upset
that we celebrate independence, too, but
that never crossed their minds, did it?

It was those same men who also said
that every man is created equal with cer-
tain inalienable rights. One of those
rights is the pursuit of happiness.

Well, be happy, brother soldiers. Cul-
ture is not bad. Culture is everywhere;
you live in one. Grit your teeth for a few
days and the holiday season will be over.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Glen W. Nardin
Camp Liberty, Iraq

"Tis the main holiday season

In reference to “What holiday is it?”
(letter, Dec. 22): It is the holiday season;
we have Thanksgiving, Kwanzaa, Hanuk-
kah, Christmas and New Year’s all with-
in a short period.

DOONESBURY

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fzxglcmmtry code -+49] (0) 6155/601395;

DSN 34

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

So, to the letter writer: Don’t get too
stressed, enjoy all the holidays and, if it
makes you happy, just say “Merry Christ-
mas.”

Happy Holidays.
Gordon Uscier
Wiirzburg, Germany

Don’t give in to whiners

“What ‘holiday’ is it?” (letter, Dec. 22)
hits the nail on the head. The more we
give in to the whiners, who without a
doubt will move on to the next cause
after they win this one, the more they
find to whine about.

T used to think that organizations like
the American Civil Liberties Union were
intended for the pursuit of our civil
rights but, in recent years, it seems that
the ACLU and similar groups will foster
any cause that makes headlines.

Take, for instance, the man who want-
ed the Pledge of Allegiance discontinued
in his daughter’s school. It makes no dif-
ference that he didn’t even have custody
of her; the problem was that this issue
was allowed to be pursued in the first
place. The fact that it was only dismissed
because he was not the custodial parent
was just a way for the courts to get out of
an issue that should’ve never been there
in the first place.

The older I get, the more worried I be-

come that my children will be growing
up in an America that is constantly being
degraded by the whiny few, who manage
to get national attention drawn to them
when they stand up against the very ide-
als upon which this nation was founded. I
agree that we should allow everyone
their right to speak out freely, but those
who put down and bad-mouth the very
standards by which this country was
borne should not be placed on a national
media pedestal.

Anyway, Merry Christmas to you, and
to everyone else out there (even the whin-
ers). God Bless America, too!

Michael “A.J.” Lawrence
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany

Women’s conference ad wrong

This in reference to the “religious activ-
ity” ad in the Dec. 20 issue (European edi-
tion).

As a religious person myself, I can only
endorse the Real Women’s Conference
2005 Stripes advertised, and I will cer-
tainly do my best to spread the word to
help increase the turnout. The special
guests and lunch deal make it a very
promising event.

What concerns me though is the graph-
ic art depicting a Christian pastor in bat-
tle dress uniform holding the Gospel in
one hand and a pistol in the other, com-
plete with rappelling soldiers in the back-
ground. The words “Behind enemy lines;
no guts, no glory” are a little baffling as
well. How will these messages be per-
ceived by non-Christians?

Although the ad clearly meant well by
raising interest, let’s please keep it more
real and return to more-peaceful images.
If we don't exercise our own good taste
and judgment, someone else will: The
American Civil Liberties Union is cur-
rently ramping up its anti-religious cru-
sade, looking for more opportunities to
capitalize on.

Apparently, they have an elite army of
anti-religious lawyers at their complete
disposal and haven’t even spared the Boy
Scouts. As times are becoming tough for
religious folks, let’s not give the ACLU
ammunition to take religion out of our
military communities.

Raphael Eredita
Mannheim, Germany

DO YO REALLY THINK.
THE U5 CONSTITUTION
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Iraq vote amid the hloodshed
Los Angeles Times

The attack Tuesday on a U.S. military
base in northern Iraq that killed more than
20 people ... provided graphic evidence that
the insurgency is little diminished.

Many of the guerrillas driven from Fallu-
jah last month when U.S. officials pro-
claimed a major victory moved to Mosul and
other cities and continue to wreak havoc.
President Bush’s belated admission Monday
that suicide bombers are “having an effect”
understated the problem. ...

Some Sunni leaders already are urging a
boycott of the elections, which will choose a
transitional national assembly to write a con-
stitution and pick a prime minister. This is a
‘mistake on their part. A boycott would un-
dercut, though not destroy, the legitimacy of
the balloting. But it would ensure that Sun-
nis have even less of a voice in the future of
their nation.

For Washington, the main concern is pro-
tecting thousands of polling places in order
for the election results to be deemed credi-
ble. Bush said Monday the training of Iragi
security forces had produced “mixed” re-
sults. That was another understatement —
many troops have fled when attacked. We
can only hope that an Iraqi government with
‘more legitimacy might command more loyal-
ty and a greater willingness among police
and soldiers to stand and fight.

Trouble is, for that to happen the election
that could provide that greater legitimacy
needs to be held, and protected.

Reaction to verdict disturbing
Chicago Tribune

Outside the California courtroom where
jurors sentenced convicted murderer Scott
Peterson on Dec. 13, hundreds of onlookers
let out a cheer and high-fived each other
when they learned of the recommendation
that he be put to death.

The disturbing scene conjured images of
public square hangings in colonial America,
where a_giddy, almost celebratory mood
hung in the air the way it might at a summer
Little League championship.

Forget whether one believes Peterson to
be innocent or guilty, deserving of death or
life in prison. This kind of reaction was an
embarrassment. ... In the case of the Peter-
son trial, [the crowd’s] size and exuberance
were fueled in part by the disproportionate,
lurid interest cable television and tabloid
news took in this particular trial. ...

Death sentences may well be an expres-
sion of a community’s moral outrage toward
the crime committed, but high-fiving? Death
as sport? There was nothing to celebrate
here.

Insurers add to Fla. damage
Florida Today, Melbourne

The [Florida] state Cabinet was right to ex-
tend an order stopping insurers from cancel-
ing the policies of owners unable to get
hard-to-arrange repairs for hurricane-dam-

p with half-measures, when
it5 obvious the state Should propibit any -
surer operating in Florida from canceling
any homeowner policy just because of hurri-
cane damage —not just for a few weeks, but

In case the insurance businesses don’t
quite understand the deal they make with
customers, let us explain: Property owners
pay large sums each year for coverage in
case of disaster. Insurers are supposed to
pay claims promptly.

For them to cancel policies in what
amounts to a punishment for making claims
is ludicrous.

But it's so common that the moratorium

& e O

R INFURIATING CELLPHONE BLATHER,
FARPLUGS WILL DROP

FROM THE OVERHEAD.

was needed to protect the home-mortgage
market, which faces a classic Catch 22. Dam-
aged homes are uninsurable, but all mort-
gaged homes must be insured.

That just got a temporary fix. Now, the
state must prohibit all insurers from dump-
ing customers simply for seeking the cover-
age they paid for.

Hamm helped all find the net
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Mia Hamm didn’t invent women's soccer,
nor did she blaze the trail allowing women
on the field. But she turned what had been a
dirt road into an interstate highway, presid-
ing over an era of astronomical growth and
popularity for women’s soccer.

For nearly two decades, she has been the
best women’s soccer player in the world. ...
Ms. Hamm retired with 158 goals in interna-
tional competitions, the most of any soccer
player in history, male or female. ... For a
whole generation of young soccer players,
Ms. Hamm served as an inspiration. ...

Mia Hamm'’s influence stretches beyond
soccer. Born only months after the passage
of Title IX, she symbolizes a second wave in
the rise of women’s athletics; sports once rel-
egated only to high school and college fields
are now ticketed spectator events with main-
stream fans and corporate endorsements.

s Ms. Hamm repe.ns ad nauseam in in-
terviews, the succes: women’s s
cer isn't just about her. I‘our of Ms. Hamm's
teammates on the gold-medal winning Ath-
ens Olympics team also played for the na-
tional team starting in the 1980s — and most
are also on the verge of retiring. To Julie
Foudy, Kristine Lilly, Brandi Chastain, Joy
Fawcett and Mia Hamm, we say thanks, and
enjoy the view from the sidelines.

Time to ‘reset the force’
Yakima (Wash.) Herald-Republic

While griping in the ranks is a military tra-
dition, a member of the Tennessee National
Guard took it to a new level when Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, who had
dropped by a base in Kuwait for a brief pep
talk, got peppered himself instead.

“Why do we soldiers have to dig through
local landfills for pieces of scrap metal and
compromised ballistic glass to up-armor our
vehicles?” Spc. Thomas Wilson, a member
of the Tennessee National Guard, asked of
the Pentagon chief. “We do not have proper
armored vehicles to carry with us north.” ...

Chalk one up for the grunts. The guards-

man has a good point, and Rumsfeld’s lame
response only further illustrates just how
ill-prepared the Pentagon and military brass
were for an extended deployment in Iraq.
More than 21 months after President
Bush declared “mission accomplished,”
there is a crying need for what is called, in
military jargon, “resetting the force.”
[Clurrent efforts at resupply and upgrade
are too slow and not enough. And it
shouldn't take the quizzing of the defense
chief by an enlisted man to point that out.

Army’s account doesn’t add up
The Lima (Ohio) News

The Army [this month] provided a couple
more examples of why it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to believe what one
hears — at least what one hears first — from
the military.

The drowning death of an Elida [Ohio] na-
tive in Iraq appears to be the most recent
Army information blunder. The circum-
stances of Staff Sgt. Aaron Todd Reese’s
death last December will have to wait until
an investigation is complete, but there’s lit-
tle reason for optimism about the Army,
given the track record.

Reese fell from a patrol boat into the Ti-
gris River south of Baghdad in December
2003. Another soldier, Spc. Todd Bates, a
20-year-old Bellaire native, jumped into the
water to rescue Reese, but both men
drowned. .

US. Rep Bob Ney early this month asked
the Army to investigate the deaths. The
Bates family contacted the St. Clairsville Re-
publican after a soldier said Bates and
Reese were forced to use a boat to patrol
that lacked safety equipment. ...

Perhaps if we could trust the Army to re-
lease accurate information, people like the
Reese and the Bates families wouldn’t have
to go through thi he Army is making
the families of fallen soldiers suffer a second
time.

Movement fails honesty test
The Anniston (Ala.) Star

Most “reforms” — whether liberal or con-
servative — come as part of a political agen-
da. Consider charter schools. A couple of de-
cades ago conservative ideologues, upset
with the power of teachers’ unions and edu-
cation lobbyists, began blaming what they
felt was the sad state of schools on the bu-
reaucrats that ran things. .

'To deal with the problems that they invent-

ed, reformers on the right ... latched on to
the idea of charter schools. Under the char-
ter system, certain schools would continue
to get tax money but would be freed from all
the rules and regulations that conservatives
claimed were holding them back. .

low, after a decent period of experimenta-
tion, the results are coming in. And guess
what? According to a report just released by
the U.S. Department of Education, on tests
administered in 2003 to fourth-graders in
public schools (including charter schools),
charter school students did not do any better
than regular school students and in math
they did significantly worse. ...
schools are not producing what was prom-
ised. So why does the Bush administration
and the GOP continue to push charter
schools as a better way to educate our young
people? Could it be that the real purpose is
not to improve education but to reduce the
political influence of groups like the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers? Do you think
that the supporters of charter schools would
sacrifice student learning and taxpayer
money to accomplish that? Sure looks that
way from here.

Make the right call on flights
Rochester (N.Y.) Democrat
and Chronicle

Many stressed-out travelers look forward
to the moment when an airline attendant
asks them to please turn off their cell phones
and wireless Internet devices.

Flights provide one of the few stretches in
modern times when a person can’t answer a
phone, can’t reply to an e-mail and can’t
check stock prices. Floating far above all the
work that’s waiting, airline passengers find
peace, quiet and calm.

Well, no more, says the Federal Communi-
cations Commission. It voted, on [Dec. 15],
to allow high-speed Internet connections on
airplanes. Cell phones may be next.

Since the announcement, the FCC has
been flooded with e-mails from people beg-
ging it to maintain the ban on cell phones
during flights. We agree that spending hours
rmpped in a tight cabin surrounded by peo-

ple disct g their shopping lists is nothing
to look forward to.

Of course, there’s always hope that enter-

prising airlines will capitalize on this devel-
opment by offering communication-free sec-
tions. ...
In the meantime, people should savor
quiet flights, knowing that they may one day
look back fondly on a time when it was possi-
ble to be incommunicado.
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Dog back at home

NASHUA — A

71-year-old man
who was separated from
his dog during a traffic acci-
dent has been reunited with
the tiny rat terrier.

Didas escaped from Bak-
er’s car after the accident
in Ambherst. The
4Y>-year-old terrier
raced off while Baker
was being treated.

Distraught family
members had returned to the area
daily to look for him.

Then the family received a
phone message from Rod and
Lynn Spencer of Merrimack,
about S miles from the accident
scene. They saw the dog in their
driveway and recognized it from a
picture in the newspaper.

Thwarting horse theft

FORT WORTH — It's
about to get a lot harder to
steal a horse in Texas.

Starting in January, the Fort
Worth-based Texas and Southwest-
ern Cattle Raisers Association will
launch a national Web-based
theft-prevention service.

The service will help ranchers
and law enforcement officers track
down stolen horses by recording
vital information from horses,
such as color, description, medical
history and brand and will include
a digital picture, said Todd McCart-
ney, director of the program for
the organization.

For $30 per horse, information
submitted by horse owners will be
made available to law enforcement
through the Internet. After two
years, the annual rate drops to S10
per horse, McCartney said. The as-
sociation’s 13,000 members, how-
ever, can immediately subscribe to
the service for $10 per horse, he
said.

The association’s field inspec-
tors recovered more than $5 mil-
lion in stolen livestock and equip-
ment in

Judge orders fish review

BILLINGS — A federal

judge in Colorado has or-
dered the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to re-evaluate the status of
Yellowstone cutthroat trout and
whether the fish should be protect-
ed under the Endangered Species

The agency “arbitrarily and ca-
priciously” concluded that a peti-
tion seeking federal protection for
the fish did not present “substan-
tial information” that such protec-
tion was warranted, federal Judge
Phillip S. Figa wrote in a decision
issued late last week.

Figa ordered the Fish and Wild-
life  Service to complete a
12-month review of the matter.

Milkshake poisoning
TROY — A woman who po-
lice say tried to kill her hus-

band and teenage son by offering

them milkshakes laced with lethal
doses of prescription medication
has been charged in the case.

A warrant for Mary Ellen Can-
non was signed, Oakland County
Chief Deputy Prosecutor Deborah
Carley said. Cannon was expected
to face five felony counts, includ-
ing attempted murder and poison-
ing.

Police said the motive was un-

If convicted, the 46-year-old sub-
urban Detroit woman could be sen-
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tenced to up to life in prison.

Toxicology reports indicated
that lethal doses of prescription
medications prescribed for sleep
disorders and panic attacks, regu-
lating blood pressure and easing
pain were found in the milkshakes.

Splitting county vote
SANTA BARBARA — If
voters approve a coun

split and form a new Mission Coun-

ty in the north, residents in remain-
ing Santa Barbara County will be

saddled with the existing $43 mil-

lion in capital debt. A five-member

panel deciding the financial viabili-
ty of a new county spent months
wrestling with a “fair, just and eq-
uitable” division of assets and
debt. Voters are expected to de-
cide on a split in June 2006.

Undelivered mail

ROANOKE — A postal
worker was fired and could
face charges after federal authori-
ties, acting on a tip, found thou-
sands of pieces of undelivered mail
in the letter-carrier’s home and ga-

rage.

US. Postal Inspector Brett
Brumbaugh said a citizen who dis-
covered more than 500 pieces of
undelivered mail contacted law en-
forcement officials. He would not
elaborate on where the mail was
found.

Awesome skate trick
Drew Williams shows off his best
flip trick at a skate park in El Dora-
do, Ark.

The investigation
led authorities to
search a temporary
postal worker’s home,
Brumbaugh said. He
said the mail found at the
home included everything
from credit card applica-
tions to packages to bills.
Some of the mail had been
opened, he said.

Brumbaugh said the case
will be turned over to the fed-
eral prosecutor, who could
charge the former carrier
with stealmg mail.

Naughty act
SHAMOKIN — Santa defi-
nitely knows one boy was
not nice this year.

A 17-year-old is accused of fir-
ing a pellet gun from a sec-
ond-story window, hitting a man
dressed as Santa Claus. Police said
the boy confessed.

Scott Slodysko, a volunteer fire-
man, was riding atop a fire truck
when he heard a popping sound at
an intersection.

Slodysko said he knew immedi-
ately that somebody with a pellet
gun was to blame.

“We do this for the kids,” Slodys-
ko said. “I just can’t believe some-
one would do something like that.”

Unlocking mysteries

Tl CHICAGO — A new X-ray

‘machine will help anthropol-
ogists uncover mysteries locked in-
side some of the Field Museum’s
collecnon of ancient mummies and

pottery. Mikron Digital Imaging is
lending the $225,000 portable
X-ray, used to diagnose broken
bones. Among 40 specimens select-
ed from the museum’s 1.5 million
anthropology objects, researchers
will examine the skeleton of “The
Magdalenian Girl” to gauge her
exact age.

Limiting decorations
Ty SALT LAKE CITY — Some
Utah cities, including Salt
Lake City, are trimming their
Christmas Some

lieki A giraffe reaches |or a nutritious, edi-
Tree h(’klng gOOd ble Christmas ornament adorning a
tree in Bush Gardens Serengeti Plain, in Tampa, Fla. The festive treats
are part of the park’s animal enrichment program offered regularly to
many species at Busch Gardens Tampa.

cash-strapped towns say they're
cutting back on lights and other
decorations and turning those re-
sponsibilities to the private sector.
In Salt Lake, private groups includ-
ing the Mormon church have com-
bined to spend an estimated $1 mil-

lion to light up Utah’s capital city.

Tunnel to open

PITTSBURGH — A

3,600-foot tunnel route in
and out of Pittsburgh will open
Monday for the first time in 74
years.

Officials hope the former rail-
road tunnel will ease traffic for a
city hedged in by rivers. The tun-
nel was closed when the old Wa-
bash Railroad went bankrupt. The
passage will be restricted to car
pools during rush hour. It's expect-
ed that as many as 4,500 vehicles
will use the tunnel daily.

Antiques net profit

FRANKFORT — A collec-

tion of abandoned treasures
owned by the state sold on eBay
for $16,180 after a weeklong auc-
tion. The items included jewelry,
silverware, pocket watches and an-
tique currency. The state treasury
department put items from 20 for-
gotten safe-deposit boxes on the
‘Web site Dec. 13. The highest bid
was $3,151.01 for a gold pocket
watch purchased by a bidder in Is-
rael.

Chas Duckett, 8, enjoys sledding down the hill at
13th Street in Ames, lowa, after the area's first

Here I come!

substantial snow fall.
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ig propsal

pating only lunch. She accepted his proposal.

A squirrel cleans the last drops

Good to the last ArOD  from a beverage cup found blow-

ing in the wind in Hoyt Park in Saginaw, Mich.

Roofing conlraclor Kevin Sterwald makes his mlemmns known in a big way by displaying
a marriage proposal for his girlfriend, Jodi Buchholz, on the roof of a barn he was work-
ing on in rural Watertown, Wis. The 90-foot sign and a waiting limousine surprised Buchholz, who arrived anti

Tropical sunset

A worker places artificial palm
branches into a cell phone tower
on Haven Avenue in Rancho Cu-
camonga, Calif., as the sun sets.

Tree wrapping

Brian Foster, left, pushes as Wally Reney pulls a Christmas tree through a tree
wrapper for a customer at Monadnock View Farm in Keene, N.H.

Crime hoss on the run

BOSTON — Fugitive mob-

ster James “Whitey” Bulg-
er is getting better with age, even
as federal authorities say they’re
refining their nearly 10-year hunt
for the former Boston crime boss.

Bulger, 75, has made fewer mis-
takes in recent years. Early on, he
made regular contact with associ-
ates, but a new detailed timeline of
his odyssey shows he’s since isolat-
ed himself.

Authorities say they're as deter-
mined as ever to capture Bulger,
who lived a double life as a ruth-
less gangster and an FBI infor-
mant before fleeing racketeering
charges in January 1995. He’s also
charged in connection with 21 mur-
ders.

Tnvestigators over the past de-
cade have looked into Bulger sight-
ings in about 30 nations and every
continent but Antarctica.

Most of the sightings, however,
turned out to be false alarms.

Ruff]

g experience

BECKLEY — Jared Will-
iams ruffled a few feathers
while driving on Interstate 64.

A wild turkey flew into the
truck’s windshield.

Williams was traveling about 70
mph at the time, but managed to
pull safely to the side of the road.

“It looked like someone stuffed
the turkey in the windshield,” said
Dave Creager of Creager Automo-
tive Repair Service. “It didn’t look
real.”

Williams, 22, had been driving a
company truck for Appalachian
Laboratories during the collision,
and endured turkey jokes from his
co-workers the rest of the day.

Archbishop’s say denied

DENVER — The Catholic

Lawyers Guild of Colorado
decided against giving the Denver
archbishop the final say when it
comes to choosing honorees for
their two annual awards. Incoming
guild president Laura Tighe says
the organization wanted indepen-
dence from Archbishop Charles
Chaput, who has criticized politi-
cians and others for not following
church teachings on abortion and
other issues.

More money for tutors

PHOENIX — The state

plans to use an anticipated
$10 million in surplus school aid to
add tutoring for students having
difficulty passing the AIMS gradua-
tion test. So far, only half of the
state’s high school juniors have
passed the math portion. The gov-
ernor and state superintendent
agreed to use the surplus money
rather than wait for a legislative ap-
propriation.

American adventure

MANKATO — Donors

bought a bus ticket and
gave traveling money to a man
who suffered a series of misadven-
tures after illegally crossing the
Mexican border, but he probably
just needed a good map.

Juan Rivera, 46, left his home in
Juarez, Mexico, last week. He
slipped into El Paso, Texas, and
went to Riverside, Calif., to look
for a temporary job. When he
couldn’t find work, he asked some-
one which train headed back to El
Paso.

But the train went to the wrong
city. So he got on another train,
then another. Somehow he ended
up in Mankato in the middle of the
night, according to Blue Earth
County Sheriff Brad Peterson, who
heard Rivera’s story through an in-
terpreter.

Wearing only jeans and three
shirts, Rivera walked to a conve-
nience store and crawled into a
trash bin to stay warm. But a gar-
bage truck dumped the contents of
the trash bin, including Rivera,
into the truck.

When the truck got to its next
stop, Rivera crawled out the back
and the driver called 911. He was
treated at a local hospital for minor
injuries.

ugh he entered the country
illegally, Peterson said the Bureau
of Immigration and Customs En-
forcement had no interest in him.
Having broken no local laws, and
considering his harrowing experi-
ence, Peterson told Rivera he was
free to go.

Expensive tree strapping

MONTPELIER — Strap-

ping that Christmas tree to
the top of a sport utility vehicle can
be a real drag.

A couple of engineers at the Uni-
versity of Vermont claim that sport
utility vehicles topped with trees
have 26 percent more aerodynam-
ic drag than treeless SUVs.

Knowing the energy density of
gasoline, typical engine efficien-
cies and the number of trees sold,
they concluded that an extra
53,000 gallons of gas are used each
year to retrieve trees.

And given high fuel costs, that
translates to a nationwide a total of
about $100,000.

Police psychotherapist

INDIANAPOLIS

Gov.-elect Mitch Damels
named a police psychotherapist
and martial arts hall of famer to
head the Indiana State Police. Dr.
Paul Whitesell, 53, is a psychother-
apist with the Fort Wayne Police
Department and has been a trainer
with law enforcement agencies
and the U.S. military. He was in-
ducted into the Martial Arts Hall
of Fame in 2002.

Hair Cuttery lawsuit

BALTIMORE — Eight

women have filed a feder-
al class action against Hair Cut-
tery’s parent company, saying the
Virginia-based salon chain discrim-
inates against black customers.

The action grows out of a lawsuit
filed this year by Paulette Harris,
an Anne Arundel County woman
who said the salon tried to charge
her more because she is black.

In that suit, Harris said that a
Hair Cuttery employee tried to
charge her $8 extra for her sham-
poo because of her “ethnic” hair.

Harris also said that she was
asked to pay in advance because,
she said the staff told her, “ethnic”
people tend to leave without pay-
ing.
In the class action request filed
this week in U.S. District Court,
other Baltimore-area women re-
counted similar experiences at
local Hair Cuttery stores.

Hair Cuttery is a walk-in unisex
chain with 800 stores, according to
its Web site.

Stories and photos from wire services
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| hear that Olympic gold-medal skater Brian Boitano had

knee surgery. How’s he doing? — Michael J., Spokane,
Wash.

“Iwas off the ice for three months before the surgery but

feel great now,” Boitano, 41, told us from his San Fran-
cisco home. “When I can’t do the jumps and spread eagles
that my fans expect, Ill hang up my skates.” You can see
him Jan. 1 on NBC in the
eighth annual “Brian
Boitano Skating Spectac-
ular” from Las Vegas.

Has Rebecca Romiji

found love since di
vorcing John Stamos? —
Scott Harris, Denton,
Texas

It sure looks that way.

Rebecca, 32, has
hooked up with another
actor — Jerry 0'Connell,
30, now appearing as a
detective on  NBC’s
“ ing Jordan.” The
lovebirds began dating
seriously last summer
while  filming  “The
Alibi,” and both recently
finished shooting “Man
About Town,” starring
Ben Affleck.

Recently divorced Rebecca
Romijn has found love again

with Jerry O’Connell, her

co-star in “The Al

President Bush called Karl Rove “the architect” of his

re-election. Any personal info on Rove? — John Cunning-
ham, Aptos, Calif.

Mr. Bush has several nicknames for Rove, 54, including

“Boy Genius” and “Turd Blossom” (because, a friend ex-
plains, “something is sure to pop up” when Karl is around).
A multimillionaire from his days in the direct-mail busi-
ness, Rove lives in Washington, D.C., with his wife, Darby,
and son, Andrew, 15.

What are the odds that two of my favorites, Harrison Ford

and Sharon Stone, will reprise their most famous roles —
Ford as Indiana Jones and Stone in “Basic Instinct’? — Le-
onard Boris, Trenton, N.J.

We're told that financing has been secured for “Basic In-

stinct 2,” and a script is being written for a fourth Indi-
ana Jones adventure. But time waits for no man — or
woman. At 62, Ford may be getting too old to crack the
whip. And, at 46, Stone looks great but may be a little stiff
‘when she crosses her legs.

Please settle a bet among friends. We know G.A. McKe-

vett, author of the Savannah Reid mysteries, is the pen
name of a noted writer but can't agree who. Is it Mary Hig-
gins Clark, Sue Grafton or Janet Evanovich? — Linda Mul-
laney, Middle River, Md.

None of the above. G.A. McKevett — whose weight-con-

scious heroine has solved nine mysteries with such gas-
tronomic titles as “Peaches and Screams” — is really Sonja
Massie, who has penned dozens of steamy romance novels
under her own name. McKevett’s 10th case, “Murder a la
Mode,” is due out next month.

| heard that some of The Rolling Stones have medical

problems. Will that affect their future? — Rick Ryan,
Media, Pa.

At their age, it’s hard to say. Drummer Charlie Watts, 63,

lis doing well after treatment for throat cancer. Guitarist
Ronnie Wood, the baby in the band at 57, has done stints in
rehab for alcohol. They have no immediate plans to tour,
but the Stones — Watts and Wood plus Mick Jagger and
Keith Richards, both 61 — are working on a new album for

005.

The Bobby Darin biopic, “Beyond the Sea,” made me

'wonder: How’s Sandra Dee doing? — Kay Nolan, Chica-
go, IIl.

“Mom is still beautiful and feisty at 60, despite medical

lconcerns [she’s on kidney dialysis],” says Dodd Darin,
43, the only child from the couple’s 1960-67 marriage. “She
was speechless after a private showing of ‘Beyond the Sea’
and thought it was a fitting legacy to Dad, who died of a
heart condition in 1973 at age 37. I have not seen her so
Jjazzed about anything in a long time.”

Sharon Stone and Harrison Ford might not get an

t-ki roles.

to reprise their b

HBO

There’s no end in sight for the increasingly aged Rolling Stones, though hard living has to catch up with them sometime.

| haven’t seen the Sweeten kids on “Everybody Loves

Raymond” since your item on them a few months back.
Where have they been? — Ruth Rainford, West Windsor,
NJ.

The Sweetens — Madylin, 13, and twins Sullivan and

Sawyer, 9 — missed the first few episodes of the season
due to contract negotiations. But they've appeared recent-
ly (and get paid even if they don’t work). “They’re avail-
able for new shows when ‘Raymond’ quits production this
spring,” their mom, Lizz, tells us. “But they'll be fine
whether they’re on TV or not.”

Is Laurie Dhue of the Fox News Channel just another

pretty face, or is she a real journalist? — Charles A. Har-
rington, Boynton Beach, Fla.

Dhue, 36, may look like a Barbie doll, but the former

CNN and MSNBC anchor has the curiosity and drive of
a “real journalist.” She could be sitting in a New York stu-
dio reading headlines, but Dhue begged to be sent to an
overseas hot spot. She got her wish and now reports from
Israel.

Reprinted by permission of Parade magazine. © 2004 Parade Publica-
tions, Inc. All rights reserved.
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YOUR MONEY

Type Name

Grants (Don't have to be paid back)
Pell

Federal Supplemental Education
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)
State

Spouse Tuition Aid Program
(Overseas only)

Scholarships

Loans (Need to be paid back)
Stafford

Education financing alternatives for Navy spouses
Range

$400 to $4,000 a year
$100 to $4,000 a year
Variable

$1,500/yr undergraduate

$1,750/yr graduate
Variable

$2,625, $3,500 and $5,500

Perkins Up to $4,000 Federal govt. through schools

Private Variable Non profits, corporations
Other

Federal Work-Study Program Variable Schools

Secured loan Variable Bank/credit union

Home-equity loan Variable Bank/credit union

Credit cards Variable Banks

Given by

Federal government
Federal government
through schools

States

Navy-Marine Corps Relief

Non profits, corporations,
schools

Federal govt. through banks

Stars and Stripes

There are ways to find
time, money for school

Susie Besaw, from the book “The Savvy Sailor's
Spouse,” is new to the military lifestyle but is eager
to learn more about how to manage her family and
her new lifestyle through the monthly Family Readi-
ness Group meetings of her husband Jake’s new
command.

fter the break, Bob continued talking about
how Susie could reach her education goals.
“Remember we are working backward to
achieve Susie’s goal of building custom da-
tabases with her own company. We have an idea of
how much she won’t make if she decides not to go
back to school. We also have a good estimate of what
it will cost for her degree. Assuming we've found
her the right school, let’s figure out how she’s going
to pay for it. Anybody have any
ideas how to pay for a degree?”

“Put it on a credit card?” a
sailor in the back joked.

“Possibly, as a last resort,”
Bob replied with a smile. “But
there are less expensive ways.

“Here’s a handout on college
financing, including grants —
which do not have to be repaid,
and loans — which have to be
repaid usually with interest de-
ferred until graduation.

“Let’s walk through a sum-
mary of these different alterna-
tives and try to figure out how
Susie is going to find the money
she needs to finish her degree.

“Remember, families are granted financial gov-
ernmental aid based primarily on their Expected
Family Contribution, or EFC, a calculation per-
formed by the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid, or FAFSA. Students must submit an FAFSA in
order to apply for Federal Pell Grants, Perkins
Loan, Stafford Loans, work study, and support from
state and nonstate schools.”

“Where can I get a FAFSA?” someone asked.

“You can download them from the Web,” Bob
said.

“Is there any tuition assistance for spouses like
there is for servicemembers?” Sharyn Sun, our mem-
bership chair, asked.

“No,” Bob replied. “There is no military spouse tu-
ition assistance except for some military support or-
ganizations such as Navy Relief — and then, it's usu-
ally not enough to cover everything. That’s why I
made this chart of both public and private sources.”

“Are we limited to one source of financing or can
we combine the different grants, loans and other
sources to cover costs?” Sharyn asked.

“You can get financial assistance from multiple

Money U.

Ralph Nelson

For the time-strapped

Through the miracle of the Internet, there is
an easier way to earn a degree called distance
learning. Thousands of people earn their college

Stores mull wine
to loosen wallets

BY AMY MERRICK
The Wall Street Journal

When the two women first
stopped by Boogaloos Boutique
one recent night, they didn’t buy
anything. When the pair returned
to Penny Scheetzs store three
hours later, they were a tad tipsy.

ne lingered over a cable-knit
sweater with a snowflake design.

“Go ahead,” Scheetz overheard
one woman urging her friend.
“You've done worse things when
you were drunk. Just buy it.”

She did, for $110.

It was Thursday in Decatur,
Ga., the night of the town’s weekly
Terrific Thursday party. A yellow
school bus upholstered with wild-
ly colored fur, paid for by the city,
transported shoppers around the
downtown shopping district. At
some stores, they enjoyed appetiz-
ers — and glasses of wine.

Small urban shopping areas
have long tried to keep shoppers

from visiting faraway malls or

larger chains by opening late and
offering sizable discounts. Now,
many across the country are add-
ing something extra to keep the
cash tills lubricated: a drink or
two, or three.

A month ago, Melissa Daniel, a
28-year-old technology consult-
ant in Chicago, hit an evening holi-
day party at a trendy Brazilian
boutique called SOLEPassion.
She recalls tossing back two glas

degrees each year using online Dis-
tance learning was developed specifically to pro-
vide the flexibility needed to fit the busy sched-
ules of students trying to manage a career or
family, including military spouses.

‘When you are deciding on which school to at-
tend, consider the following:

M Accreditation. Is the school regionally or na-
tionally accredited and do the instructors hold
appropriate degrees? If not, the school may be a
diploma mill. Avoid diploma mills. They love to
take advantage of servicemembers, their spous-
es, and others who don’t research them thor-
oughly.

M Student evaluations. You want to be evaluat-
ed on a regular basis. If you're not, you may be
caught up in a diploma mill. What good is a de-
gree if you are not being graded?

M Research materials. Make sure the school of-
fers plenty of easy-to-find and use research mate-
rials for your coursework. You don’t want to be
searching everywhere to finish your assignments.

W Course content. Make sure you are getting
the full learning experience instead of just com-
pleting reading assignments.

W Student/teacher interaction. Are you going
to be interacting with your professor and other
students? Make sure you can use chat rooms, in-
stant messaging, teleconferencing, and maybe
even video conferencing and that the technolo-
gy works.

— Ralph Nelson

sources,” Bob replied. “That’s what many students
have to do. Let’s talk about the different financing
options, starting with grants.

“The federally awarded Pell Grant is between $400
to $4,000 a year — awarded based on your EFC, the
cost of attendance and your enrollment status. It's
awarded to the neediest undergraduate students who
have not yet earned a bachelor’s or higher degree.

“The Federal Supplemental Education Opportuni-
ty Grant, or FSEOG, is a $100 to $4,000 per school
year campus-based grant — meaning the college
gives it — and is awarded to the neediest undergrad-
uate students who have not yet earned a bachelor’s
or professional degree.”

‘SEE EDUCATION ON PAGE 25

es of without eating
dinner, “and suddenly everything
started looking good.” She ended
up with two sweaters costing
$100 each. Two weeks later, she
went to a sample-sale party, held
by several merchants, sipped
more champagne, and bought a
$200 discounted Gucci duffel bag
that hadn’t seemed necessary
when she was sober.

“I always like everything I
buy,” she says. “I just end up
spending more than I planned.”

The downtown shopping district
of Quincy, Ill, which was losing
customers to nearby Springfield
and St. Louis, has turned Christ-
mas shopping into a social event.
Stores serve champagne during
the December “Candlelight and
Champagne” shopping evening,
which started about five years
ago. Outside, the eight-block, his-
toric area is decorated with lumi-
narias — sand-filled paper bags lit
by a candle — Christmas wreaths
and music.

“Ladies come in their fur coats
for the evening,” says Karol
Ehmen, executive director of the
Historic Quincy Business District.

Ehmen has shared the idea
with other Some

Columbia University students
Katie Cizewski, left, and Elizabeth
Cedars take a break from shop-
ping in front of H&M's holiday
window in New York last week. In
an effort to attract customers —
and pull them away from larger
competitors — some boutiques
are offering incentives like free
wine and chocolates.

Some shops have been known to
cut off customers in mid-spend-
ing, and drinking. At a fall 2003
private shopping party at a bou-
tique called Armoire, owner Nan
Hager watched one intoxicated
woman pick out $1,200 in clothes
and jewelry. Hager insisted she
leave the goods behind at the
Bradenton, Fla., store, and call
back the next day when she was
sober. In the end, the shopper
stuck with her order.

Camille Wright, owner of the
Kaleidoscope Boutique in Deca-
tur, serves only clear-colored
drinks, just in case there are any
spills. Wright says her customers
are mostly well-behaved, al-
though she recalls last fall that
one drunken shopper spent
$1,500 on a fur-trimmed coat,
jeans and other clothes after a
visit to a city beer festival.

The bad news for smaller
stores is that their larger competi-
tors are trying the same trick.
Two weeks ago in Chicago, Ne-
iman Marcus stationed bartend-

say their customers wouldn’t be
attracted by free alcohol. She sug-
gests they give out chocolate in-
stead.

The laws governing who can
serve alcohol vary dramatically
among states. Often, they’re also
subject to the interpretation of
local liquor boards. In Illinois, for
example, it’s illegal to give away
alcohol, except at private parties.
In Texas, stores can give away al-
cohol if they don’t charge an entry
fee. In New Jersey, a store would
need to hire a caterer.

Other ticklish problems arise.

ers its four-story
building to serve customers af-
tending the “InCircle” shopping
party for big spenders.

Brendon Frank wasn’t expect-
ing a tipple when he showed up at
Banana Republic’s flagship San
Francisco store last December.

Five glasses later, the
28-year-old cancer researcher had
added to his girlfriend’s Christmas
loot. He spent $50 more than he in-
tended. Frank reckons the value of
the champagne he drank out-
weighed the cost of the extra mer-
chandise. “I ended up coming out
ahead,” he claims.



Sunday, December 26, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 25

YOUR MONEY

Signs of ‘debting’ problem

Q:Iam alicensed therapist who has filed for bank-
ruptcy three times so far — two Chapter 7 liquida-
tions and one Chapter 13 repayment plan. If I make
$150,000 a year, I spend every single dime. What
can I do to get my credit back and stop this mad-
ness?

A: You've used the correct word to describe your
condition, all right.

Repeatedly spending yourself into bank-
ruptcy is a kind of insanity and one that's

probably not treatable with a financial
self -help book or two.
any people wind up in bankruptcy
court after a serious financial setback, such
as uninsured medical bills or a _lnb loss.
Their bankruptcies are a once-in-a-lifetime
event; they learn from their mistakes and
move on. By contrast, you've dug the same
hole three times and still think you’ll some-
how be able to handle credit in the future.

Lots of your fellow citizens would consider
you to be an abuser of the bankruptcy sys-
tem, but the real victim is you. You probably
haven’t been able to accumulate much in the
way of assets or wealth; anything you had has proba-
bly long since been seized to pay your creditors.

Whatever is driving your compulsive consumer-
ism needs serious treatment. Therapy is one option;
50 is a 12-step program like Debtors Anonymous.

DA is based on the principals of Alcoholics Anony-
mous and identifies the following as some of the
signs of what it calls “compulsive debting”:

W Being unclear about your financial situation,
such as not knowing your checking account balance
or being clueless about your monthly expenses.

W Frequently “borrowing” items or money from
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friends and failing to return them.

W Poor savings habits and failing to plan for taxes,
retirement and other predictable expenses.

W Compulsive shoppmg, including being unable
to pass up a bargain, making impulsive purchases
and not using items you've purchased.

W Difficulty in meeting basic obligations, and an
inordinate sense of accomplishment when
such obligations are met.

M Getting a different feeling when buy-
ing on credit instead of cash, such as feel-
ing of being “in the club ” Living in chaos
and drama around mc

W Taking financial nsks including going
without health and car insurance or writ-
ing checks hoping money will appear to
cover them.

W Unwarranted inhibition and embar-
rassment in what should be a normal dis-
cussion of money.

W Overworking or underearning, such as
working extra hours to earn money to pay
creditors.

If any of these signs ring a bell, you
mlght want to get more mformanon from the Debt-

rs Anonymous Wel at www.debtorsanony-
mons org, or call (781) 453 2743.

The good news is that you can treat this problem
and keep the madness at bay. The bad news is that
you may have to give up the 1dea of havmg unse-
cured credit ever again. about it,
though, that’s a pretty small pnce o havmg sanity
returned to your life.

Lz Pulliam Weston is the author of ~Your Credit Score: How to
Improve and Protect the 3-Diot Number That Stiapes Vour
PRl Fatorer Gusatons for Money Taik can be Supmitied
Via her Web e, hitp://wwiw.izweston -co. athough she
regrets that she cannot respond personally to queries.
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Military
Euro costs (Dec. 27) .

Education: Financial aid
options are available

EDUCATION, FROM PAGE 24

“The Navy-Marine Corps Re-
lief offers the Spouse Tuition Aid
Program, or STAP, to overseas
Navy spouses who are residing
with their_active-duty service-
members. STAP s a grant of up to
50 percent of tuition for on-base
education programs, up to a maxi-
mum of $300 per undergraduate
term, $1,500 per academic year;
or $350 per graduate term, $1,750
per academic year. Full-time at-
tendance is not required and grad-
uate studies are supported.”

“Navy spouses may be awarded
ascholarship based on community
or civie service, extra-curricular

mined when the student applies
based on financial need and the
amount of money the school has
available that year.

“One advantage of the Perkins
Loan is you don’t have to start re-
paying it until nine months after
you graduate, leave school or
when your course load drops
below part time. The federal gov-
ernment pays the interest on the
Perkins loan while you are in
school and during the nine-month
grace period. You also have 10
years to repay the loa

“The total Federal Work Smdy
award depends
apply, your level of need ond the
funding level of your school. If

the student’s or parents’ employer
and organizational memberships.
The scholarship amounts awarded
are all over the map, and you may
need to apply for them every year
you are in school.”

“If grants and scholarships
don’t cover costs, you should line
up loans. The problem with loans
is they have to be paid back.”

“Are education loans expen-
sive?” Mary McCarthy, our trea-
surer, asked.

“No, they usually have low in-
leresl rate% " Bob answerex

“The Statford Loan. is a popular
federal- ba%ed loan that you may
or may not need to pay interest on
While in_ school. Firet- -year stu-
dents can borrow up to $2,625 on
Stafford Loans; second-year stu-
dents can borrow $3,500; and
third-year students can borro
8$5,500. The amount borrowed ls

n (Dec. 27) ..
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aj
denls through your school s finan-

c:
given directly to the student or ap-
plied toward the student’s tuition.
The specific amount of the award
— up to $4,000 — will be deter-

you're an , you'll
be paid by the hour. If youre a
graduate student, you might re-
ceive a salary.

“Finally, if you still need more
financial aid, you may borrow
from the private sector, but you
have to use their own application
process and these loans vary de-
pendent upon your degree type.”

“What if I need more to finish

degree?” the sailor asked.

“If you still need more,” Bob re-
plied, “you can go to banks or
credit unions where you can bor-
row against a savings account. If
you own a home, you can borrow
against your home’s value
through a home-equity loan. This
is referred to as a secured loan.

“Your last option — to be con-
sidered only after all other ave-
nues have been exhausted — is
credit cards. But these loans
carry high interest rates as you
all may know.”

opies of Ralph Nelson's books
Sawy Sailor” and “The Savvy Naval
17~ can be purchased by writin
£0: Master pian Inc. 500 N. Washington

Box 10071, Rockuie, Mb 20649

or onlin

al assistance. The author specifically
s any liability, loss or risl

personal or otherwisé — ncurred as a
consequence, directly or md.recuy, of
using or applying an information
contained in this article or the book.
E-mail for fee
finance@stripes.osd.mi

Money tip of the day

Cénts and Sensibility

Web sites for kids

BY NANCY DUNNAN

Kids.gov links to over 400 Web
sites from government agencies
to school and educational organi-
zations, all geared to the learning
level and interest of kids.

The site teaches kids about
doing homework, picking a ca-
reer, exploring outer space, cre-

ating an art project, taking care
of a puppy. It also covers bus
safety, traffic rules, riding a

Zles and short animated movies.

Financial adviser, economist and
security analyst Nancy Dunnan is
the author of “How to Invest $50 to

000.” She writes 2 weekly column
for theor

Discover why
S0 many people
are saying...

FirstCommand

www.FirstCommand.com

FNANCIAT PLANMING
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Sunday Horoscope

Happy Kwanzaa and Happy
Boxing Day! It's a stellar day for
acknowledging the people in your
life who make things easier on a
daily basis. With the full moon in
Cancer, insecurity runs rampant,
and grand gestures provide
much-needed reassurance. Fortune
befalls you when you re-
member people with small
tokens of affection and big
tips.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 26). You're at
the height of your popularity
this year, being accepted
for parts of yourself you
used to hide. It's more fun
to be completely honest
anyway! The shifts in your
financial sector through
January make way for a
new influx of work — probably
something you'll need some training
to accomplish. New love with Scor-
pio or Gemini is passionate.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The stars appoint you the cruise
director. So when family and friends
come to you with blank eyes, beg-
ging to be led in the direction of fun,
be ready with suggestions. You'll be
amazed how influential you are.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
What do you need from others in
order to feel safe and comfortable?
The answers aren't on the tip of your
tongue, but start talking anyway.
When you bounce ideas off the right
person, the light bulb over your head
tumns on.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Recent events have enlightened you
but have not caused you o be
jaded. It's brilliant how you're able to
hold on to your innocent wonder
even when you know that this magic
act is all done with smoke and
mirrors.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Emotional complexities vex others
— not you. You understand that not
every problem is meant to be
solved. Friends compete for you.
There's room for more than one
number on your speed dial.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Rela-
tionships aren't exactly glassy
smooth now. But if you have to
swim through some muck to get to

ay Mathis

love’s lush island, you're willng to
get a little dirty. True friendship and
the promise of romance are worth
the effort.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Just when you thought you could
relax, the bell rings, signaling that
your break is over. Take
comfort in the fact that the
“work” you're doing is very
much appreciated by your
dear ones, and they'll tell
you s0, too.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Your mind is process-
ing multiple layers of mean-
ing from all of your sur-
roundings. You'll see many
symbols around you and
wonder what they are
symbolizing. Maybe some-
thing, maybe nothing. It's
up to you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).

‘You would feel terrible if you knew
your actions were really bothering
someone. But the fact that this
person isn't willing to speak up is
your free pass. Consider bringing
underlying tension out in the open.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There are numerous benefits
to be had by taking part in doing
absolutely nothing. You do nothing
passionately, almost actively. Doing
nothing with a friend is even more
fulfilling.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Whatever the interruption, you
tum it to your benefit. You'll be
relieved when a responsibility is
lifted or when a friend bails on you,
leaving you plenty of time to ponder
the meaning of life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You were promised that something
would come, but the exact nature of
that something was left vague. In
fact, you have no idea what to
expect. The suspense may not be
kiling you, but it is making you a bit
anxious.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're a witness. You didn’'t mean to
be or want to be, but now you are.
What to do with your accidental
knowledge is the question. Tuming it
into a secret and carrying it around
is an option, but it will get awfully
heavy.

Creators Syndicate

Battered wife should report
spouse’s abuses to police

Dear Abby: A month ago, T
celebrated my 10th wedding
anniver: . My husband and T
have been together for 12 years.
He didn’t lay a hand on me until
ayear ago.

We got into an argu-
ment on Valentine’s
Day, and he slapped me
twice that night. It hap-
pened again last month.
We separated after the
second incident, but T
couldn’t afford to move
out because I've been a
stay-at-home mom for
six years.

Tonight we had a
‘minor spat, and he
broke my nose. An hour
later, his 21-year-old
girlfriend drove over
and picked him up, and here my
7-year-old son and I sit, while he
not only gets sympathy, but also
companionship and sex.

Abby, please tell young women
that getting involved with mar-
ried men isn’t just stupid; it's
dangerous — and often to the
woman he’s married to when the
single woman comes into his life.

— Bruised in St. Louis

Dear Bruised: I'm broadcast-
ing your message, but don’t ex-
pect much response. Men who
cheat on their wives are not
above lying to their girlfriends.
No doubt he has filled her head
with what a terrible wife you are

Dear Abby

and how unhappy you have
made him. That's the “lure” to
snag her in the role of “rescuer.”

Perhaps you should warn her
so she doesn’t become victim No.
2. Since a picture is worth a
thousand words, have some
taken of you before your
bruises heal. The police
should also be contact-
ed, and the battery put
on record.

Dear Abby: My
husband and I have one
child, and we have
decided that we are
having no more. People
frequently ask when
we're having another
child, and when we say
“Never!” they always
demand to know why.

When we tell them our rea-
sons, they go on and on about
how we shouldn’t make our little
girl an only child and how
“cruel” that would be to her.

‘What can we say to politely
end everyone’s incessant need to
criticize us for not having more
children? Do you agree that this
is a rude question?

— Having Fun with One in N.

DEAR HAVING FUN: I certain-
ly do, because that question is
often painful to answer. You
might catch less flak if, instead
of saying “Never!” you reply as
my friend Sherry does. She says,

“I had the first one. It’s up to my
husband to have the second.”
That usually stops ‘em.

Dear Abby: 1 think my sister
has an eating disorder.

She’s rail-thin and is always
watching her calorie intake. My
concern is that she does it with
my 3-year-old nephew, too.

She has the child on a strict
diet, counting his carb and calo-
rie intake. Her little boy is still
eating baby food (made for ages
610 9 months), and I'm afraid he
will develop an eating disorder,
too. What can I do?

— Worried Aunt in Virginia

Dear Worried Aunt: Children
have very different nutritional
needs than adults, and your
sister needs to be aware of what
they are. Encourage your sister
to consult her son’s pediatrician
about the eating program her
child is on to assure he’s getting
the nutrients he needs for opti-
mum brain and body develop-
ment. A session with a dietitian
who’s credentialed by the Ameri-
can Dietetic Association would
also be a good idea. (They have
“R.D.” after their names.)

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Painful sibling rivalry is back
for pair of middle-aged women

Dear Annie: My older sister
and I have reverted to our child-
hood sibling rivalry with a ven-
geance, and I don’t know what to
do about it.

‘We are both middle-aged
‘women, so I cannot imagine why
we haven't gotten past this.
“Dotty” is a considerate and kind
person toward everyone
she knows, except me.
Her snide remarks, her
unreasonable anger, and

Sickum! He just doesn’t get it!

Dear Editor: Years ago, my fa-
ther-in-law used to say of his
neighbor “he doesn’t know sick-
um.” More recently, I've been
hearing this expression in the
form of “he doesn’t know sickum
twice.” What on earth does this
mean? Did it come from En-
gland, as did my father-in-law, or
is it an American concoction?
—H. L., Jackson, Mich.

Dear HL: The expression
yowve heard is more often writ-
ten as “doesn’t know sic 'em,” and
it is in fact an Americanism. No
one is sure exactly how old it is,
but “sic ’em” in this context
means “anything.”

The expression derives from
the command of attack given to
dogs, which is a modification of
the pronunciation of “seek

(thlem” or “seek (h)im.” (The
command is 150 years old or
more) When people say that
someone “doesn’t know sic ’em,”
they are, in effect, proclaiming
that person to be as ignorant as a
dog who doesn’t recognize the
command “sic ’em,” or perhaps
as shiftless and lazy as a dog who
doesn’t respond to the command.
Including the word “twice” at the
end of the saying merely serves to
emphasize the meaning of the in-
sult, indicating that the person is
like a dog who doesn’t understand
the command even when given it
twice.

This column was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth E Readers may

her negative
comments about me to
my husband have made
me distrust her. I feel
that she does not wish
me well. As a result, I
have decided that T
cannot have her in my
life, even though I have
no other family. Being
around her is damaging
to my emotional health.
Please help me understand
why this has resurfaced in our
lives at this late stage and wheth-
er I have any other way to re-
solve this problem other than to
avoid her entirely.
— The Baby Sister Again
Dear Baby Sister: Obviously,
Dotty has some sibling issues that
she has never worked through.
Chances are she also has other
problems in her life right now, and
reverting to her childhood behav-
ior is how she is dealing with
them. Unless she is willing to seek
er

send questions to
Wordwatch, P.0. Box 281, 47 Feterar st
springfield, Mass. 01102.

resentment, nothing will change.
Before cutting the ties, give

Dotty one last chance. Tell her
you love her, but her negative
amtude undermines the bond you
share. Ask if she will consider
ralkmg to a third party (perhaps a
clergyperson, counselor or mutual
friend), so you can work on the
problem together.

If she refuses, at least you will

know you made the

effort.

Dear Annie: 1am
24, and my dad passed
away when I was 12. A
few years ago, Mom
remarried, but it ended
ina fnendly divorce.
Mom isn’t the most
outgoing person, but she
is great company once
you get to know her.
The problem is that my
sisters and I have our
own lives and friends,
and we feel guilty that Mom is
alone.

Mom is the only one of her
friends who is single. Is there
anything we can do to help her
get out and meet some new peo-
ple?

— Chicago Daughter

Dear Daughter: First, make
sure your mom truly wants help.

If she is indeed looking for
company, encourage her to do
volunteer work, join a choir or
book club, take salsa lessons,
work on a political campaign, etc.
When your mother meets people
with similar interests, she can
make new connections.

Dear Annie: 1am 14 years
old and read your column every
day. The question I have does not
concern me, but my friend
“Emily.” Emily is older by only a
few months, and we are quite
alike, except for one thing. Emily
has a problem with perspiration
under her arms.

This problem started about six
‘months ago. Since then, it has
caused her repeated embarrass-
ment, discomfort and even a few
ruined shirts. She’s tried what I
would call everything, but it
seems to make it worse. She’s
taken to wearing toilet paper
under her arms to keep it under
control, though it never stops.

T'm very concerned about
Emily because she can hardly
stand to go out anywhere. She’s
not living her life because of it.
T'm hoping you can help.

— Concerned Friend in the USA

Dear Friend: Emily is suffering
from hyperhidrosis, or excessive
perspiration, and she needs to
see a doctor for the appropriate
treatment. Suggest that she talk
to her parents and ask them to
make an appointment. Emily is
lucky to have a friend like you.
Go ahead and reassure her that
her social life is not over.
ailbox is written by Kathy
Michell and Marcy Sugar, longiime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-

net, or write to:
Annie's Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate




Sunday, December 26, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 27

RELIGION

Why is Christmas always on December 25?

Explanations compete about Christmas Day

The Nativity as depicted by French artist Paul Gustave Dore for his

1865 book, “The Bible.” There are

BY RICHARD N. OSTLING
The Associated Press

In simultaneous pre-Christmas cover stories,
Time and Newsweek magazines sifted with skepti-
cism the narratives of Jesus’ birth in Matthew and
Luke, the only accounts we have since no other
chroniclers recorded this obscure peasant’s nativity.

It's far less important than those historical de-
bates, but there’s also a small disagreement about
why the church later chose Dec. 25 for Christmas.
Two main theories compete.

One notes that in A.D. 274, the Roman Emperor
Aurelian inaugurated Dec. 25 as the pagan “Birth of
the Unconquered Sun” celebration, at the calendar
point when daylight began to lengthen.

Supposedly, Christians then borrowed the date
and devised Christmas to compete with paganism.

Aurelian’s empire seemed near collapse, so his
festival proclaimed imperial and pagan rejuvena-
tion. Prior to 274, there’s no record of a major sun
cult at the Northern Hemisphere’s winter solstice
(the year’s shortest day, which actually occurs be-
fore Dec. 25).

William Tighe, a church history specialist at Penn-
sylvania’s Muhlenberg College, champions the
exact opposite theory.

Aurelian almost certainly created “a pagan alter-
native to a date that was already of some signifi-
cance to Roman Christians,” Tighe wrote last De-
cember in Touchstone, a Chicago-based magazine
for Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant traditional-
ists. True, the Christians later appropriated Aureli-
an’s festival into their Christmas.

But Dec. 25 “appears to owe nothing whatsoever
to pagan influences,” Tighe asserted. He said the pa-
gans-first theory originated only three centuries ago
in the writings of Protestant historian Paul Ernst
Jablonski and Catholic monk Jean Hardouin.

Tighe acknowledged that the first hard evidence
of Christmas occurring on Dec. 25 isn’t found until
A.D. 336 and the date only became a fixed festival in
Constantinople in 379.

However, the definitive “Handbook of Biblical
C

why Christmas is celebrated on December 25.

by professor Jack Finegan (Hendrick-
son, 1998 Tevised edition) cites an important refer-

ence in the “Chronicle” written by Hippolytus of
Rome three decades before Aurelian launched his
festival.

Hippolytus said Jesus’ birth “took place eight
days before the kalends of January,” that is, Dec.

Tighe said there’s evidence that as early as the aec-
ond and third centuries, Christians sought to fix the
birth date to help determine the time of Jesus’ death
and resurrection for the liturgical calendar — long
before Christmas also became a festival.

The New Testament Gospels say the Crucifixion
happened at the Jewish Passover season. The “inte-
gral age” concept, taught by ancient Judaism
though not in the Blble held that Israel’'s great
prophets died the same day as their birth or concep-
tion.

Quite early on, Tighe said, Christians applied this
idea to Jesus and set the Passover period’s March 25
for the Feast of the Annunciation, marking the angel
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she would
give birth. Add nine months to the conception date
and we get Dec. 25.

Last year, Inside the Vatican magazine also sup-
ported Dec. 25, citing a report from St. John Chrysos-
tom (pamarch of Constantinople who died in A.D.
407) that Christians had marked Dec. 25 from the
early days of the church.

Chrysostom had a further argument that modern
scholars ignore: Luke 1 says Zechariah was perform-
ing priestly duty in the Temple when an angel told
his wife Elizabeth she would bear John the Baptist.
During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy,
Mary learned about her conception of Jesus and vis-
ited Elizabeth “with haste.”

The 24 classes of Jewish priests served one week
in the Temple, and Zechariah was in the eighth
class. Rabbinical tradition fixed the class on duty
when the Temple was destroyed in A.D. 70 and, cal-
culating backward from that, Zechariah’s class
would have been serving Oct. 2-9 in 5 B.C. So Mary’s
conception visit six months later might have oc-
curred the following March and Jesus’ birth nine
months afterward.

“Though it is not a matter of faith, there is no good
reason not to accept the tradition” of March 25 con-
ception and Dec. 25 birth, the magazine contended.

Holidays a time of bigger crowds, opportunities for churches

BY JAY LINDSAY
The Associated Press

BOSTON — To describe his feelings at
the pulpit during a jam-packed Christmas
worship service, the Rev. Paul McPheeters
talks “Monday Night Football.”

The excitement of speaking in front of a
big holiday crowd is like a player’s during
the prime-time game, he says. So many wor-
shippers attend only on the holidays, and
every preacher wants the service to be
memorable and moving.

The result, says McPheeters, of Forest-
dale Community Church is that when he
stands in the pulpit he’s just “a little more
jacked up about it” than on a typical Sunday.

So are many of his colleagues. Around
the country, ministers in churches big and
small are preparing to welcome the annual
rush of visitors who attend just on Christ-
mas or Easter. These “Holiday Christians,”
as some call them, come for many reasons
— whether they're dragged by family mem-
bers or attracted to a hopeful message dur-
ing what can be a time of loneliness.

Pastors and priests say they strive to be
friendly, inspirational and clear about the
Christmas message of God coming to earth
to redeem humanity.

But whether it's music, drama or homi-
lies, church leaders know that whatever
they do must be done exceptionally well,
said the Rev. Daniel Benedict, director of

worship resources at The United Method-
ist Church General Board of Discipleship.

“Culturally, the expectations are extreme-
ly high for Christmas,” he said. “Worship
services that don’t meet the high expecta-
tions are doomed to failure for everyone, but
particularly for the guests that are there in-
frequently.”

Despite its commercialization, Christ-
‘mas remains a time of personal and spiritu-
al reflection, and that makes people open to
the Christian message, said Gerald Mann
of the Riverbend Church in Austin, Texas.

“This is the time of year to shine the
light on all the dark places in your head,”
Mann said. “I think it's God’s declaration
that no matter how secular society gets,
you can’t kill God.”

Pastors say they don’t want holiday visi-
tors to feel guilty because of their infre-
quent attendance or embarrassed because
they're unfamiliar with church ritual
Some churches don't take offerings, so vis
tors won’t feel the church is just after their
money.

“We don’t want people singled out or
feeling awkward,” said the Rev. Gordon
Hugenberger, pastor the historic Park
Street Church in Boston. “We're thrilled
they’re here.”

Churches offer a variety of ways to tell
the Christmas story, from simple candle-
light services to elaborate musical presenta-
tions. For instance, the “Christmas Bursts

Into Beauty” presentation at Washington
Cathedral in Redmond, Wash., features a
live manger scene, soloists and harpisls.

Involving children is a way to grab the at-
tention of visiting parents and grandpar-
ents who come to watch them. It also em-
phasizes how God came to earth as a child,
said the Rev. Erwin Lutzer of The M(x)dy
Church in Chicago. He gathers his congre-
gation’s children around him to tell the
Christmas story during his service.

And, yes, he and other pastors get ner-
vous when they look out at the congrega-
tion.

“There’s a certain mood,” Lutzer said.
“We all want to do well. We want to make
Jesus look good, if I can put it that way.”

The Rev. Joseph Juknialis, associate pas-
tor at St. Peter and Paul Parish in Milwau-
kee, said Christmas is one of those times
“when you really wish you could preach
well.”

McPheeters said that, for the first five of
his 20 years in ministry, his main thought
before the Christmas service was “Lord, get
me out of here.” But as years have passed,
he’s learned to rely on God to work through
him, he said. Benedict of the Methodist
board said that kind of thinking can help.

“Perhaps that is what unbinds the ten-
sion in this,” he said.

Pastors interviewed said they don’t do
much to follow up with Christmas visitors,
apart from routine steps such as sending

AP

The Rev. Paul McPheeters, pastor at the
Forestdale Community Church in Malden,
Mass., said Tuesday he expects crowded
church services during the holiday season.

letters to those who sign a guest book.
‘White, of Washington Cathedral, said he re-
lies on the Christmas story to draw people
back.

“The Christmas message itself is inspir-
ing to people who come from an un-
churched background,” White said. “If it’s
an inspiring experience for people that
takes down a lot of barriers.”
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e G areay. sesking son: Mope puppies. woret an | 2 T000ur ox ?SSQSAH elec. call
Sl R S R | S anva area
. omat ciassy | ShoSsscals
Puro_brood Pug puppy and | Temporary lodging, eff apart-
| dont want to be lonely | Fronch Bull Dog puppies and | ment, I Hv furn, near Leighton
:Sy"‘ re. A GE"“a” lady mid | SiTzy puppies with all shots | Bks rzburg, Avail gNow
S0 oleh i papers. cah | Ga anyhime O174-3295081

o Waerzourg. Soekn
s Toatonany iy U9
Dl male. emai me: bien

01756435474

1 would like 1o improve my engl.
skils, | am very Inrested in the

years o and I e betwean
Gologne and Bremen. email me:

Trucks 174
Dodge Dakota SLP 03, mo
DS ot 19505
A $23860
Bsbarbies

Home Electronics 570

FN Decoder |
'SA80; 250v
Bltoonser Sian, 88" o

AN Desoder_
Lyigan 120
PR Cal 017823028

tazda BA00O SE Pickup 03
b, cnly i 3% eard
ol sty

e2B5ISl oy a0s
Tiod com/mazdaba000tigek

am looking for used
Tocowars o on afoxcabie prce
call 01752012976 email
bigbleem @yahoo.com

Pets 820

«Purchase o listed pets is at

fore any purchase
Bassett Hound Female 11
months olg ge5d wiy s ang

L3008

b | 2002 House in Pineary Glen in
“Sour, o

Auto Parts 180

4, Wintertes. aim new, size
225/60R15 mounted on
ihegls Prica 300 Guro bo cal
065512538 or 01712076208

Child Care Offered 290

Need Dependable Chid Care 77

Live-out Nanny accepting Chil-

dren, all ages Kit area Heidi
0160.8042445

Computers 360

—
800HighTech.com
CUSTOM COMPUTERS

Sharpel 8 months, male_with

Standard Issve
Meets A
New Standard

g 2 |
06313427766 or 0172-6535503
White West Highland Terriors

pigpes, ey Saom. Shoe
0160 6652751 &
Real Estate B0 || estripes.osd.mil

Parker CO,

STARSI STRIPES,

i, bath close.
Y || ™ Your Hometbven Newspoper

oozt Srasis

Long Distance
Service 660

I
Telephone Cheaper?

US Company now in Europe
You can save 30% and More
Just call T will show you how
Cell-phone +49 0160-3726148 or
lew123@web.de

528 995 2002 BMW 330 Xi
g Y]

(09721) 675 27 35 / (09721) 803013

itarycarsales.org
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Religious Activities 871
GHURGH OF CHRIST STUTT.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
your intermational church family

*Your Home Away From Home®
INFO!
Frankfor_area

0711-712381
07113659210 in the great

Or 07116019025 or|Sundays: | Weorship
1330 (s v
o SRttt or | 10000 Ade) Sunday Schoo:
S FRIEEE RSO | it Bible. outh
heliYou
Very convenient to Wiesbaden, Nursery care, aviilie
Mainz, and Rhein Main Area lhba\ungann\lsa 54,71

Gunday: e Smdy 1000 AM |
it Woitphoed'scé-a1oes; GO o
W inity. utherande for moro
info. drectons parking, st
Vit our Wb Ste @ parng
s mainz-coc.org

Real Estate

850

Satellite Television 932

Every Sunday- 10:30 at the
Wicker Ev. Gemeindehaus,
Serving Frankfurt, Mainz,

Wiesbaden, Germany. 5
minutes south of IKEA.

1* Sunday- 13:00 at the West|

ip Base Chapel
(London, England area)
2% & 4" Sundays- 17:00 at
[Ramstein AFB- South Chapell

ncludes Digial Receiver & Card!
Eifel Line, Spangdahlem

Tel: 06565-944123

Services Offered

Video Email World Wide Serv-
icato loved ones. $11.95/month,
call USA 4254890262 Inquire:

952

Are you seeking off post Quarters??2!1!
We are your Contact and Relocation Specialist
Call or E-mail Anytime
We will return your call
Our services include:

Bi-lingual German-English
Personal Escort to and from Apartments and Houses

ieaper telephone and much more
‘We also help after the closing of your contract
Just let us know what you are looking for
LaPaula Wall
Telephone: 06122-704668
LLI! phone: 01753665399
info@heime

Jobs Offered

|
Sony Military Sales

Is looking for motivated,
independent and dependable account
representatives to work in the following stores:
Lakenheath, Aviano, Vicenza,

&

10:30 at the SELK

anich Sky iy, itrtudi o
i s || R R
Sehios

3 Sunday
17:00 Community Center on
Kelly Barracks Stuttgard

For information contact:
Pastor Michael Schroeder
06131-277-9980
welschaplain@t-online.de

Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran

Travel

Hotol Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Fwoq ues®

forsthauis-cberau.de

Apt Spain Cosa Del Sol
275 vk + 497118828405
apbeachvacations. com

BE ON TOP NEAR GARMISCH

Resume Service 928

RESUMES-CAREER Granay Roome, Apols,
COACHING, Service | Great loc. EU

e pollshadresames.com | prscn nl biesk! dogs l Cal
el: 09335997648 for Witer Specal 088 2185 55

tel.Post-Grainau.de

Travel

1000

Pension Rustical near Prague,
stcal vz
Tours &1 Tups aval, EURO 3
op.
g5

rustical@atlas.cz.

WINE SHIPPING
|We ship wine, her
beverages in small and

large quantities

Free wine tasting. Call
06726~ 1508 or emal
Citaeot ouineoe
rr—!

Video Rental and
Sales
VIDEO STORE INVENTORY

8000+ TITLES & RACKS CALL
06326-989967

o
Find your way home.

Relocation Guide Saturdoys

Jobs Offered

www.eds.com

630

It's All About You!

EDS is one of the worldwide leading information and technology service
providers with more than 130,000 employees in 60 countries. Our services
range from management consulting and IT-Services to complete management
of business operations.

EDS IS LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING:

DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR
For the Defense Manpower Data Center Support Center

Knowledge and understanding of the Windows 2000 operating system and
Oracle ROMS experience s required. The DBA will provide on-site database and
telephonic end-user application, communication, and system/hardware
Superior verbal and written communication skill are required

must have, or be close to attaining, Oracle database certification.
The ability to use MS Office Professional tools is also required. Both positions
are located at Taylor Barracks in Mannheim, GE. Logistics Support is provided
tothose who qualify.

SOFTWARE SPECIALIST/DATA ANALYST
For the Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) Support Center - Europe
Tobe an analyst techrician, and ainer for the puoc appictions throughout
and Sou his_position will support various
"BEERS: RAPIDS, 0D, DOES, TEX, 3nd DBIDS/IACS,
2000 operating system and
Oracle ROS i requied. Anaysts il provide on-ste and telephonic encuser
pplication, communication, and hardware support in addition to trainin

supenov verbal and written communication skils are required. The ability to

Office Professional toos i alo required Position i located at Taylor
Barrcks o ammien, @ Logistics Support is provided to those who qualify. If
your capabilities are s ibed abore phw sebe your resume via fax or email

John B, Corrin
EDS/DMDC Support Center - Europe
DSN 486-7672 A Fax: +49-(0)63 71-867672
John.Corrin@edscom

STARS4STRPES T e s D
I I
Jobs Offered 630

Bitburg,
Weekend work s expected
and avalid ID card is required.

Interested parties should email a resume to:
sonyjob@eps-marketing.com
1

Logistics Analysts
Individuals must have extensive knowledge
in the Maintenance and Log
Army tactical combat vehicles.
Motor Pool experience with bacl
skills within the Army Vehicle Maintenance
ngr.\m is necessary. Familiarity of the

Procurement,  Supply,  and
Tmmpnnau(m disciplines is desirable. An
active team player with excellent written and
verbal communication abilities and a strong
analytical talent is required. A proficient
computer user skill of Microsoftis Office

2000 Professional Suite is necessary.
ploy will be in the Ki
area. If interested, fax resume to: 0631-414-

3408 or e-mail to: hbenco!

t-online.de

1
CENTRAL TEXAS COLLEGE

ics Trai

ing Courses

Central Texas College is currently accepting
resumes for instructors to teach Logistics
Training Courses,

The government will be contracting out the
Logistics Training Courses conducted at the
7" ATC Combined Arms Training Center
(CATC) in Vilseck. CTC wil bid on the
contract and needs instructors for these
courses.

Interested personnel please contact CTC,
Atin, Gary R, Kindred, Unit 28038, APO AE
09112 or DSN 476-2553/2542, Civilian 09662-
83-2563/2542 or

gary kindred @ europe.ctcd.edu

MPRI

Quality Assurance Representatives
Individuals are needed for positions within
Central Germany. Candidates need 1o have
extensive Motor Pool experience in maintaining
US. Amy tactical vehicles and equipment
Understanding of contracting procedures would
be beneficial. Team players possessing excellent
written and verbal communication abilities and a
strong analytical talent are essential. Proficiency
in the user skills of Microsoft's Office 2000 Suite
is necessary. Interested? Fax resume to: 0631-
414-3408 or _e-mail to: I;henco(u‘l—mﬂlnc de

Employment ortuniti
JOIN THE
STARSKSTRIPES
TEAM TODAYI
GRAPHIC ARTIST
500

Closng D U Fie

REPORTE! R/I'HOI OGRAI’HP R

c
Closmg Dt U P

OFFSET PRI\T WORKER

29 per
LABORER
851 pe bour
How To Apply

e
I

Fax Resume:

InPerson

STA

Clviian: 011 449 (0615601433207
DSN: 3455133207

DoDIIS and

IR

For

GENERAL DYNAMICS
Network Systems
Global Mission Solutions

Intelligence Information & C

General Dynamics Network Systems has supported the IT requirements for both
C41 communitics for over 30 years and will continuc that support
under the ICE2 contract for the next decade.

General Dynamics is currently seeking candidates for overseas and US locations
for the following positions:

System Administration and Engineering
Network Admi
Website Enhancement and Administration (SPS 2003 and WSS)
Video Teleconferences (VT
Information Assurance
Logistics Support

Data and Power Infrastructure Installation
IHardware Maintenance Support

Project Management

Seftware Preventive and Remedial Maintenance

Applicants must be able to obtain a SECRET or TS/SCI clearance
General Dynamics is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

I you sre iecested n & position ssbmityour resin to:
AILBOX@GD.

ns in L,u-upc on the “Subject
positions in Pacific, on the “Subject™ line insert *
positions in the US insert only your “NAME" on m: Subject” line.

You may review current openings on the GD web site:

& Control » E
Enhancements

istration and Engineering

*} Technical Support

line xmen “E,umpc and your name; for
and your name; for

WWW.GD-NS.COM

Standard
Issue Meets

A New
Standard

* * | STARSu#STRIPES.

Your Homefown Newspaper
*

Now Stars and Stripes
newspaper is also

* available electronically. Get

your copy for FREE at
estripes.osd.mil

Wherever You Go,

We Go.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Sunday
AFN-Sports, 7 am.—Pro football: NFL's
Greatest Moments, 1976 Oakland Raiders.
sKetball: Miami

1 pam.!
at Tennesscc g,
AFN-Atlan
Dwego annmanapo s.
m.—Pro_football:

"RRPacific,  pim.—pro football: Atlanta
at New Orlears.

AFN-Radio, 7 p.m.—Pro football: Baltimore
at pittsburgh,

Balti-

AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.—Pro football: New
England at N V. Jots?
Fi ic, 10 p.m.—Pro football: Carol

el 2,
AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—Pro football: Arizona

at Seattle,

AFN-Radio, 10 p.m.—Pro football: Buffalo

at San Franclsco.

Monday

AFN-Atlantic, Pro football: Hous-

ton A fackgole (0D
AFN-Sports ai
ball: Cleveland ot Viam.
9:30 a.m.—Pro basketball: Dal-

m.—Pro foot-

las at nenve?'( )
i-Sports, 2 p.m.—College_basketbal
zno;: coﬁge Starh-Dunk and 3-point Con:
este

5 i College football: MPC

comﬂuters Bow, Frosno St vs. Viraina,
i-Sports and Radio, 11:30 ge

foBbalThotar S B Toleds v e

All Times Central European Time; did indi-
cates delayed broadcast. Al istings are sub:
ject to Wwww.myafn.net for
Thore information.

Pro baseball

Remaining free agents

GaThe, 106 remaining free
agents (a-rejected arbitration and may
fiate with former team tfrough
(CAN LEAGUE
ANAHEIM (2) — Shane Halter, 3b; Aaron
sele e
BALTIMORE (4) — Marty Cordova, dh;
Qgmar Daal, Thp; Buddy Groom, Thp: bavhd

Terry Adams, rhy o
Burks, dh; Rlckypéuuerrez,

b: C, i, tho: . Tho!
2bave Nictars iendors: tho:
a-bokey Reese Zb' écon Wiiamson.thp:
berto Alomar, 2b; Mag-
o)
‘CLEVELAND (1) — Rick White, rhp.
DEmROT () ™ o, Eevine, thp.
NSAS CITY (2) — Juan Gonzalez, of; Desi
Relaford, 3b.

NEW YORK (8) — Miguel Cairo, 2b; Tony
b; Estebin Lgalza‘

Clark 1b; Trav\s Lee
C.J. wski, thp; ‘John c\
a uben S\erra dh; EHH jue Wilsor
AKLAND cnns ammond‘ Thp; Jim
Meclr rhp; , 2b.
su‘n (n—mgarmamnez
TAMPA (;— ook Furdyce, c
Mamnez. lh' Ritchi
Sanchez, 2b.
TEXAS' (8) —

dy Fox, 3by Brad Fulmer,
r rian Jordan, of; Jeff N
Berry, dn; Jay Potell,

N iy
TORONTO (5) — Berg,

of; Valerio De
nt-

Los Santos, IGhD,Ca;us < Delgado, Lb; Pat He
jen. aun, .
e T g

ARIZONA (5&‘— Carlos Baerga, 1b; Danny
Bautista, of;
nolds, rhp;

ke Fetters, rhp; Shane Rey-
Scott Service, fhp; Steve szrks

n Mart
CINCINNAT m % Darren Brag, of: Bar
farkin, 5s: Todd van Soppel, Thp; Cat hrg

Wt
(3) _— Jeromy Burnitz, of;
st Estes 113 sieve Reed:
FLORIDA (@) = Chad Fox, i: Josias Man-
zanillo rhp; Mike Mordecal,3b;alsmael Val
ez,
HOUSTON (3) — a-Carlos Beltran, of; Dan
Miceli, rho: Darren Oliver, Ihp.
(o3 AN euss B, Eimer Dessens, iy
Todd Hundley, ¢ a'Brent
tayne, c; Hideo N Bl e,
mE‘ baul Shue rhp‘ Rohm Ven(ura 1.
EAL (1) — Tony Batista, 3
NEW YORK (@ — Ricky sottalico, m‘) John
Franco, Inp: Mo Vaughn, 1b: Todd Zeile, 1
pmuu (PHIA (4~ 3Doug. Garnite ot
erto Hermandez, rhpi Kevin Millwood,
: Eric Milton,
mssmmn(n a5y an Boehinger, thp.
ST. LOUIS (1 anidord. o
SAN DIEGO (6) dF p; Rich Au-
i, 5ot Rober? ick: dh Alek Gonzales, 5
i e R o A o .
SAN FRANCISCO (2) — Dave Burba, rhp;
Robb Nen, rhp.

Free-agent signings
Y YORK . The 101 free agents
former
Herent and contrac( The contrac\
s

formation was obtained by The Associat
s from player and management

SSurces

AM
ANAHEIM (4) — s\ ncﬁstevehn\cy.ol Los
Angeles, toaS14m - :
s%neditb (0 $3.25
million, two- yearcon(rau s\Qr\ed paul Byrd,
p, Alanta, o a 845 millo
igned Oriando Cabrers, ss ston, to
agzmilion| iuur vear conira
BALTiMO) e .1 surhoff,
o o2 su Chiion, one year, contract
Signed Chris Gomez, s5, Toror
e camrac( 33,000 sianed Stove
Kiine, 1hp, Si. Louis,"t0 a $55" million,
o ear tontract

BOSTON () — Re-sianed Duu? Mirabell, ¢
to2 83 millon, twg-year contract; si r\e
Matt Mantei, thg, A to a 375

S davm Wells o
n $8 milion, to-year'con’

gne-yer corract
fract; Soned ohn

S ion, on.year contract sianc
Edgar Renteri, 55 t. s, 0.4 840 miffon,
Touryear contrack ! ned Matt_Clement,
ihp, Chicago, Cubs, o a $355 “milion

e year' Peontract, * re-signcd "Jason
v; 02 340 million, four-year con-

licaco @ — Signed Dustin Hermanson,
Francisco mil

e, San_
two-year siane e Dye, of.
ek ES S T Tyl con

tract; s\gped Orlando Hernandez, rhp. New
York Yar

orkc toan $8 million, two-year con-
tract,

CLEVELAND (2) — Recsigned Bob Wick-
oh ThB 0 2375 e e ear con-
tract; signed Jose Hernandez, 2b, Los Ange-

leg,fo 2 1. millon, one-yes ar Contract.
DBETRO} Signed Troy Percival, rhp,
$12 million, two-year’con-

naheim, 0 a

tract.
KANSAS CITY (1) — Re-signed Kevin Applc
ery (hgy fo @ minor feague  contract
(S500000).
MINNESOTA (4) — Signed Juan Castro, 3b,
cmcmnau, to 832,05 million, two-year con-

2, t0 2
i e year camrac( o S\gne
Bria Radke: i 13 an s18 ear
contract e'sigred ferry MaheIand bt
aminor fea ue contract (§750,000).

@) = Re-signed Jofn nFanerty,
g toan mu 000, one-year contr d

Tony We
Pavano, .

oyear contract: signod Car b
Florida, to a $39.85 million, four-year con:
ract,

Los Angel
{Factamainced Ron Vilons, 1. sccepte

salary arbitratio

a Si_million, one Y\ : signec
i?"dif Alomar Jr,, G c ma%o Whlte Sox. foa
Vann Nieranddr 3b, 153 ot lengis

ami
1 (8385.000) ré-signed Jonn Wasdin,
minor leax

n’n”n’i

g "Colbrunn; 1b, Arizona,
Iea?ue cumract 3050000 s\gned Bavia
-year con-

tract.
( ToRoNTO m — Re- slgned Sreaiyers .
a minor league _contract ($700,000);
qr\ed Gorey Koskie, 3o, Minnesota, toa $17
lion, three- oF
ARIZONA (¢ d Quinton
cracken, of, to a
(§750,000): b, Anaheim,
t0 2 $45 million, o sign
Russ ortiz, i Atanta, 1o & $33 miflon,
fworyear contract; signed Kelly sunnen &
Kansas City, or_league c

i ado 105
33 millon, hXe.ar Contract;_signed
iviaukee, toa's3I mil-

Sloned Julio Franco, 1b,

s
tracts signéd Henry Blanco, ¢, Minnesota, to
$2.7 milion, two-year contract

CINCINNATI (4) — Re- Paul Wilsor
rhp, to an $8. . tho-year contract
Sidned Davia- Weathers, b, Forida, fo

$1:35 million,one-year contratt; signed Kot
Mercker, Inp, Chicago Cubs, t0 4 $2.6 mi
e Ycar conlract Signed Joe Randa, 3b, 10
Qné-year cont
(z) = Resign
08 TE0000: dne-yoar conirack re-sianed
Jamey erght. hp, to'a $550,000, one-year

A (5, = Recsianed pamion Easley.
2500 0 8567 e year Contiack
Posighed Leny Hattis. 1o & e
contract, ($425,000); signed Al
Ko Foric et 1o:an 58 miflon Gne-yout
contract; signed Todd Jones, rhp. Philadel
million, one’year contract;
Blined htonio ATlonazca Fhpe Riamta, b &
ne: )ear contract,

inor league

_Housto eSigned Jose Vizcaino,
a $125 mi e year confract

e sw%ned Grlan
00,000, one- Vear mmrau "5 fgnec s
Springer, rhp. r league contract
50000); annouced Roger Clomens, rhp.

accepted sahésy igation.
LOS ANGELES (5) s-zgnea Ficky Lede o,
an Francisco, 1o a
Satrach S Sof Rar, 3 Housto
$17milion, two-year contracty
son Aarez, np million,
Sontract: signed Jose Valentin, b, Chicago
White sox, 905 853 milion, one- Jear con
signed 1. Drew, of, Atlanta, to a $55

million, five-year contract.

MILWAUKEE (1) - Signed Damian Miller, c,
akand, toan 3875 million, three-year con*

act.
uoumul £ Signed Cristian Guzman,

on ton

-Si

cumract, signed v y nnn, o
to ontract;
s\gncd Wil cordero ST Eioda, 0.2 $500.008
ne- \war
e
10 S4B illon: Thtoce
rekigned Wike  Deleat |
lion, one-year

&2, thp, Boston, to m
coniract; sined Andres Galarraga, 1b.
heim toa minor league contract ($600i uou)

Pmunurml \ )~ Re-signed Cory Lidle
hp, 10 a $6. two:
s\gr\ed Todd Pra« o 1oa$75 %0,

dhel

do/Bolance, 2b: acgepted
ST. L Reioned &2
t0°2'$600,000, one-year contract; re-signet
Johm Mabry. of o 3725.000 n-
tract; re-signe a5
milfon, one-year “Contract. sighed “Einar
Diaz ¢, Montreal, o.25600,000, one-ear con-
tract: Signe Myers, Ihp, Boston, to a

$600.060,one-year contrac.

DIEGO (5) - Signed Rudy Seanez, rhp,
Florida, to a $550.000, one-year contract;
glgned pennys R Reyes, lhp, Kansas gity o
ST ondyear contract: signed Woody
5, Thp. Sk Lous.

neyear confract; Sored eV u

Tox 1 million, one-
shined Mar S weeney; of,

5,000, Or
igned Omar

ne-year coni
Vizquel, ss, Clev o o I3
thrce-year :onlrack S\gned Anando Ben:
tez, i 2, S2LS, milion,
three-year cumra Ko i

e £oTEaG ol thice.year <okt
tract el signed. o Passero T, vizona, (0.2

ue contract; re-signed  Jason

nson. Ihp."to""aSL1S " millon,
ne yearcomra

VOMURD 5\gned Gahe Hebiero, sos-
ton, to a one-year contr

College football

Bowl glance

Tuesday, Dec. 14
New Orleans Bowl

Slorads, o &

Southern Mlss\ss\pD 1, North Texas 10
Dec. 21
cmmgs ports Bowl
do, Fla.

Georgia Tecl 51 Syatist 14
Wednesday, Dec.
EACEow

Moblle, dlz.

Bowiing Green A emans 35
day, bec. 23

I| oluluy
Payout: $750,000

Monday, De
ee, comnmers Bowl
Boise, Idaho
000

<

Fresnosxate(sa)vs rg ia (8:3)
otor City Bowl

b,
Toledo (9-3) vs T ahecreu -4

Indépen ence sowi
£|erev

lowa State (6- E) vs fmam\ Eomo) (84)
oemx

Oregon State (év" v No(rc Dame 6:5)

uwmn la

Texas-£1 PSS % Colrado 75
Alamo Bowl

Beyout STio500
New Mexico (v, N

Payout s mqll
Califomia (J0°D) ve, Texas Tech T-4)
lassic

Msanlo! e
Payout: 7
Troy -4 vs. Nertrien lingls -3)

W
At Nashville, Ten:
Payout: $780,000
Alabama (6-5) Vs, anesluta (©65)
wi

At El
Pavout S5 miton
Purdue (74) vs; Arzona State (63

At Mem
. ayo million
Boise State (. l—ﬁ) VS, Lowslw\le (10-1)
AI
million

e
Miami (83) vs F\nrlda 7-4)
y,Jan. 1

q

*r

il
Tennessee (9- 3’5 i l'exas A&M (-4)

Payout: $2.75
wisconsin (6-2) =, Georaia

su'nffll ion

Attacks
Florida State ) e, West Vjginia 8-3)

aynm. ssJai milion
lowa (9-2) vs. LSU &
Rose B

Bowl
At Pasadena, Cal
14.5 mil

Payor ‘million
igan &3 ; Texas (10-1)

payout S1L-4 miiion
Uteh (11:0)v5 Bittsburgh (53)
jan.

es, Fla.

East-West Shrine Classic
'at San Francisco
East vs. West

Saturday, Jan. 29
r Bowl
Wobile, Ala.

North vs. South

College basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared
Friday
1. Illinois (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. Long-
wood, Monday
nsas( - ddnot play. Next: vs. No. 9
e
3 gklahoma Sta(c {9-0) did not play. Next:
S oanona state (.04
0 North Carolina (9- 1} did not D\aé, Next:
/s. North Carolina-Wilmington, Tt
5 Wake Forest (10-] l) m nol Dlay
vs Ncrlhcaroh 1a A&T, Thur
e (8- ﬂ) md lDIay Next vs. Clem-
son Sund jay, Jar
7. Symcuse(ll l)d not play. Next: vs. Al-
baﬁny' N.Y., Tuesday

enicky (815 did not play. Next: vs.
mpbell, Wednesday

11 Connecticut (-1 did ot play. Next: vs.

sacy
12. Washngwn w D beat Houston
11063, Next: s, California, Friday, Dec. 31
DiEonzaca (6.1 i not piay. Next: t No.

3 Oklahoma State, Tuesday:
£k Arizona & i) id nof play. Next: vs.
day.

isville (8-2) did not play. Next:
Moréhead State, Vonday.

Alabama (10-1) did not play. Next: at
Wisconai Wadnes oy,

20 George §-1) did not play.
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Washington 110, Houston 63
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Thursday
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‘Sheraton Barcelo Navy Classic
Championship
Navy 7, Delawage
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Thursday’s transactions

lan League
to terms with
R Wade Miter on a ene year contract.
National League
GERS-

ion:

LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Agreed to terms

with OF 4D Drew on a five-year contract,

IONTREAL EXPOS.— to terms with
At N ared

cts.
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18 Andres Galarra o IS i padila, MHP
cott. Stricdarid, ¢
iaue, INF Mar

X

'SBURGH __ PIRATES—Named  Doug
stgange assistant gencral manager,

OUIS CARDINALS—Agreed fo_terms
with'sEbavid eekatem on adhve
tract. Named Dan Kantrovitz as:
£0r of scouting and Jos Almaraz and Brian
Hopkins area superyisors.

ETBALL
National Basketball Associatios
Fined betroit. coachLary Brown
§15000 for verbal abuse of an official after a
Dec. 22 game. Suspended Los Angeles L.
R Carn Biutlerfor one game o punch:
New Orleans G Dan Dickau in a Dec. 22

TLANTA HAWKS —Traded G Jon Barry to
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National Football Leag
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football coach.
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nation of Cary Hayes, men's basketball
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gible for the N
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RarvERarrar Secial leams Coordinator and
defensive line coach.
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Rapid rise

for UGonn

since switch to I-A

Meeting with Toledo in Motor City
latest stop on short road to success

BY JEMELE HILL
Detroit Free Press

DETROIT — As their plane de-
scended to Detroit Metro Airport,
they could see it lit up and blink-
ing at them from underneath the
clouds: U-C-O-N-N.

The Connecticut football play-
ers were already excited, but this
sent them to another level. The
name was emblazoned on the
team’s hotel, the Dearborn Hyatt
Regency.

“It was sweet,” senior quarter-
back Dan Orlovsky said. “I won-
der what they do if you're at the
Sugar Bowl?”

Other Motor City Bowl teams
might embrace playing in Detroit
in December like they would the
Ebola virus.

Even if the bowl were in Ice-
land or a foot of snow fell today,
nothing could spoil the first bowl
trip in Connecticut’s history. The
Huskies play Toledo on Monday
at Ford Field.

Four years ago, the Huskies
were 2-9 and in the midst of a dif-
ficult transition to Division I-A
football from I-AA. Thoughts of a
bowl game were far away.

“A lot of teams have played in
bowl games and they take it for
granted,” Orlovsky said. “That’s
something Coach is trying to
stress. Don’t take anything for
granted. It's a privilege to be

re.

“We're ecstatic to be here. It's
our first bowl game and our first
time playing in a postseason
game. We didn’t care where we
went. We just wanted to go some-
where and we were lucky enough
to come to Detroit.”

When Orlovsky committed to
UConn over Virginia and Purdue,
everybody thought he was crazy
— even his own father.

But Orlovsky saw big-time foot-
ball on the rise at UConn, a uni-
versity known almost exclusively
for its college basketball teams.

Now committing to the Huskies
isn’t so strange anymore.

The Huskies opened the
40,000-seat, $91 million Rent-
schler Field this season. It's about
a half-hour from UConn’s Storrs
campus, but it's a serious up-
grade from Memorial Stadium,
which sat only 16,200.

“It was high school,” Orlovsky
said. “That’s no knock on the sta-
dium. It was a great stadium, but
it wasn’t a I-A stadium.”

In 2006, UConn will unveil the
Burton Family Football Complex
and the Mark R. Shenkman Train-
ing Center — connected $42 mil-
lion state-of-the-art facilities that
include a 120-yard playing sur-
face and an 18,000-square-foot
strength and conditioning area. It
also was made possible because
of $2.5 million donations from
prominent alumni Mark R. Shenk-
man and Robert Burton, whose
son Michael captained the 1999
‘UConn football team.

Things have moved just as fast
for the Huskies on the field, too.

The Huskies lost 12 of their
first 17 games after moving up to

L-A.

They have gone 22-16 since, in-
cluding a 7-4 record this season.
They finished 3-3 in the Big East.

There were several pro-
gram-building victories along the
way, including a 29-17 defeat of

AP

Connecticut quarterback Dan Orlovsky is among the 11 senior starters
who have led the team to its first bowl bid.

Big East champion Pnttsburgh
The Panthers are playing in the
Fiesta Bowl, a Bowl Champion-
ship Series game, leading the Hus-
Kies to believe even bigger things
loom in their future.

“I’s one of those things where
if I don’t say it’s a surprise, they’ll
say you don’t set your expecta-
tions high enough,” coach Randy
Edsall said. “I think it’s a surprise
to everybody. We're in a bowl
game in three years. There are
some teams that haven’t gone to a
bowl game in decades. It could
probably be a surprise, but when
you look at the makeup of this
‘team, the coaching staff and what
we've tried to do, then I don’t
think it’s surprising.”

Until now, the football team has
felt like the odd man out within

Uumn 's big-time spons commu-

. The women’s basketball
team has won four national titles
since the Huskies began the tran-
sition to Division I-A. Last April,
both the men’s and women’s team
‘won national titles, the first time a
school has won both the same

year.

Though this berth in the Motor
City Bowl doesn’t match that suc-
cess, the football team no longer
feels like the nobody on campus.

And Edsall believes it’s only a
matter of time before the team be-
gins contributing to UConn’s
champmnshlp tradition.

been a monumental ride
and a monumental experience to
get here this quickly,” Edsall
said. “A lot of us in our wildest
dreams never thought this could
happen.”

Big Ten asks
NCAA to OK
instant replay
for [-A football

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Big Ten’s ex-
periment with instant replay
went so well the conference is ask-
ing the NCAA to approve its use
on a permanent basis for all of Di-
vision I-A.

The Big Ten hopes its proposal
will be heard by the NCAA Foot-
ball Rules Committee at its Febru-
ary meeting. If instant replay
can’t be approved for widespread
use in time for next season, the
Big Ten is also asking the NCAA
for a one-year extension for its
system, and to allow other confer-
ences to experiment with it in

2005.

“It’s our understanding that the
request for more permanent
change may require a more
lengthy process of review in the
NCAA governance system,” Big
Ten Commissioner Jim Delany
said Thursday.

The NCAA gave the Big Ten
permission to experiment with in-
stant replay for all of its televised
games at conference stadiums
last season. Under the Big Ten’s
system, a technical adviser
watched the game from the press
box and notified officials on the
field via pager if he saw some-
thing questionable. Play was halt-
ed while the adviser reviewed the
call using video from the televi-
sion feed.

Calls could be overturned only
if there was “indisputable video
evidence,” and only calls like scor-
ing plays, pass plays and number
of players on the field could be re-
viewed. Hard fouls such as blocks
in the back and facemasks, and
some other judgment calls like
false starts were not eligible for
review.

The Big Ten said replay was
used in 28 of the 57 games last sea-
son. Of the 43 calls questioned, 21
were overturned.

College football’s B-movie horror classic: The BCS Lives!

Jim Litke

ere at that point in
college football’s an-
nual B-movie horror
classic when the
monster staggers back to its feet
for the umpteenth time.

It’s already been shot, stabbed
and electrocuted, folded, mutilat-
ed and spindled, drowned, fricas-
seed and, most recently, flattened
by a steamroller. But in the next
moment, with the monster rising
to its full height yet again, comes
the awful realization: The BCS
lives! Dr. Frankenstein had noth-
ing on the suits who brought the
Bowl Championship Series to life.
Like his creation, theirs also was
a bad idea that's only gotten
worse over time. It has turned col-
lege presidents into hypocrites,
forced coaches to become beg-
gars and turned off more fans
than anything since Roseanne
Barr put on a football uniform for
the movie “Backfield in Motion.”

But the BCS isn't going any-
where. Bloodied but unbowed by
the news this week that The Asso-
ciated Press would not allow its

poll to be used

determin-
ing its rank-
ings, Big East

BCS
Mike Trangh-
ese promised
yet another re-
incarnation
after the orga-
nization meets
in April.

“The BCS is here and it’s going
to continue. But the BCS is a tar-
get for all the playoff proponents.
When something like this hap-
pens, they jump on it. They look
at something like this as a crack.
They don’t understand the strong
position of our presidents,” he

Tranghese is right about that
Jast point. A playoff system could
incorporate the major bowls and
bring in more money for every-
one involved and is favored by a
majority of the coaches, players
and fans.

The real reason the college
presidents won’t go along is sim-
ple: They want to protect the six
major conferences, four bowls
and the TV network that control
the BCS and decide how to divvy
up the take. But the reason they
offer is that a playoff would harm
their student-athletes’ chances at
academic success. Please. Even
an old-school authority like Penn
State coach Joe Paterno isn’t buy-
ing that line anymore.

“I think the college presidents
allowing the BCS thing is a real,
real shame,” he said recently.
“Whenever the talk turns to hav-
ing some kind of a playoff, they
say you can’t miss classes and yet
we've already got NCAA playoffs
(in every other college sport) and
everything else.

“I mean, who’s kidding who?”
Paterno added. “They've got to
try to figure out a way to get rid of
it and the hypocrisy of money,
‘money, money.”

It’s small consolation, but the
BCS is already hard at work —
not at legislating itself out of exist-

ence, or ending the hypocrisy,
mind you, but on the “money,
money, money” part. The organi-
zation just signed a four-year deal
worth $320 million with Fox for
the broadcast rights to the Fiesta,
Orange and Sugar bowls from
2007-10 and the national title
game from 2007-09. And credibili-
ty has never been high on the
BCS’ to-do list.

Never mind that the AP poll
comprised one-third of the formu-
la the BCS used to draw up this
season’s rankings — the coaches’
poll and six computers made up
the remaining two-thirds — or
that the writers and broadcasters
were the only ones who made
their votes public. The coaches,
many of whom have contracts
triggering handsome bonuses for
appearances in BCS bowls —
have already indicated a willing-
ness to stay on, and keeping the
computers in the fold won’t re-
quire anything more than a
steady supply of electricity.

“We're just going to have to put
our heads together,” Tranghese

said, “and come up with an alter-
native way of picking the teams
for the 1-2 game.”

Small wonder Tranghese was
undaunted. Since they hijacked
the postseason in 1998, the BCS
and its old-boy network have had
to revise the formula four times
and the front-running scheme for
alternative No. 5 is creation of a
selection committee, similar to
the one used for the NCAA’s bas-
ketball tournament. The major
difference, of course, is that after
the basketball committee finishes
seeding the teams, the champion-
ship is decided on the court.

The BCS won't go that far in re-
forming the system. And short of
a playoff, it will never resolve the
underlying flaw inherent in try-
ing to seed a two-team tourna-
ment any time there are three or
more deserving contenders. But
at least the monster will look dif-
ferent.

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist
for The Associated Press. Write to him
:litke@ap.org
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Chang passes 17,000 mark in Hawaii win

BY JAYMES SONG
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — When Timmy
Chang jogged off the field for the
final time at Aloha Stadium, he
left Hawaii with more than just a
big lead in the Hawaii Bowl.

He also left behind a record-set-
ting legacy.

Chang became the first college
quarterback to pass for 17,000
yards, throwing four touchdown
passes and running for another
score to lead Hawaii to a 59-40
victory over Alabama-Birming-
ham on Friday night.

“If you would’'ve told me it
would've turned out like this, I
would've probably called you a
liar,” he said.

The fifth-year senior from Ho-
nolulu went 31-for-46 for 405
yards with no interceptions, spoil-
ing the Blazers’ first trip to a
bowl. Co-MVP Chad Owens
caught eight passes for 114 yards
and two TDs for Hawaii (8-5),
which made its third straight ap-
pearance in the 3-year-old bowl.

“Their offense and those two
guys drove us crazy,” Blazers
coach Watson Brown said.

Owens also scored on a 59-yard
punt return in the decisive third
quarter, and teammate Jason Riv-
ers added 11 for 148

AP

Hawan quarterback Timmy Chang (14) looks to pass against Ala-

yards and a TD.

“I don’t think it’s really hitting
me yet that it’s over,” Owens said.
“But When it does, it's going to

legmg to a 2-point lead, Ha-
waii scored 17 straight points in
the third to take a 45-26 lead over
UAB (7-5).

On Owens’ spectacular return,
he caught the ball at the Hawaii
41, broke a tackle near midfield
and streaked down the left side-
line for a touchdown. It was his
fifth punt return for a score this
season and his third TD of the
game.

The senior also made an
over-the-shoulder catch of
15-yard pass from Chang, pushr

ing Hawaii’s lead to 35-26. With
that pass, Chang became the first
college quarterback to break the
17,000-yard mark for his career.
He finished more than 2,000
yards ahead of Ty Detmer, who
ranks second on the NCAA list.

Chang’s 4-yard TD run in the
fourth sealed the victory. He left
to a standing ovation with 5:40 re-
maining and hugged coach June
Jones.

“When Coach Jones told me to
goin and take one last snap, it re-
ally made me sad,” Chang said. “T
just really had an awesome time
here. I'm going to miss it a lot.”

Chang owns NCAA marks for

during the first quarter of the Haw:

owl on Friday.

yards passing (17,072), attempts
(2,436), completions (1,388), inter-
ceptions (80) and total offense
(16,910). With 117 TD passes, he
overtook Danny Wuerffel (114)
and Tim Rattay (115), and is sec-
ond to Detmer (121).

“Idon’t believe what he has ac-
complished will ever, ever be bro-
ken again,” Jones said.

Chang threw for 4,258 yards
this season, with a career-best 38
TDs. He joins Detmer as the only
NCAA passers with three
4,000-yard seasons.

Chang was 19-for-27 for 308
yards and three TDs in the first
half against UAB.

Last year, Chang was booed at
home and benched late in the sea-
son. Yet he came off the bench
and threw for 475 yards and five
touchdowns in a 54-48 triple-over-
time victory over Houston in the
Hawaii Bowl.

Chang said he has learned a lot
from the adversity he faced
throughout his career.

“I've learned lifelong lessons
that I'll carry off the field,” he
said

It was the Warriors’ eighth
straight victory at Aloha Staditum,
though they were designated the
visiting team for this game.

UAB was led by quarterback
Darrell Hackney, who finished
31-for-54 for 417 yards and two
touchdowns. He also had a rush-
ing TD and earned MVP honors
for the Blazers.

Roddy White, the No. 2 receiv-
er in the nation, had six recep-
tions for 113 yards.

The Blazers failed to establish
their ground game against the na-
tion’s worst rush defense. And by
the third quarter, they were
forced to air it out. Dan Burks led
UAB with 55 rushing yards on 14
carries.

“We had to go from a two-di-
mensional team to a passing
team,” Brown said.

A 10-yard TD run by Norris
Drinkard and a 36-yard field goal
by Nick Hayes cut Hawaii’s lead
to 28-26 at halftime, but the Blaz-
ers couldn’t get any closer.

A 17-yard pass from Hackney
to Lance Rhodes drew UAB with-
in 12 points with 2:06 left, but Brit-
ton Komine returned UAB’s on-
side kick 42 yards for a touch-
down to end any hopes of a rally.

The game featured 1,079 yards
of offense, including 699 in the
first half.

Both high-powered offenses
got off to quick starts on a 75-de-
gree Christmas Eve, scoring five
touchdowns in the first 10 min-
utes.

The teams traded leads until a
4-yard touchdown run by West

Keliikipi and a 29-yard scoring
pass from Chang to Gerald Welch
put Hawaii up 21-13.

Hackney threw a dart to his fa-
vorite target, White, on a slant
play that went 67 yards for a
touchdown on UAB’s opening se-
ries.

On the next play, Hawaii took a
7-6 lead on a 74-yard pass from
Chang to Rivers, who waltzed
along the sideline before break-
ing across the field.

But not all was lost for the Blaz-
ers, who moved up to Division I-A
in 1996 after competing in Divi-
sions III and I-AA. They got to
spend a week in Waikiki.

“This week was the highlight of
my career,” UAB linebacker Zac
Woodfin said.
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Wyoming edges UCLA for first bowl victory since 1966

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — When Corey Bramlet
and John Wadkowski broke the huddle,
they knew the Las Vegas Bowl was there
for the taking.

And take it they did, with Bramlet drill-
ing the ball to the wide-op

other on the field, swap-

ping hugs and
BOW' high-fives, after the
[T T final seconds ticked off.

“[ couldn’t be happier
for our whole team, and
I lhmk it is. al shot of spirit for our whole

with 57 seconds left to give Wyoming a
24-21 defeat of UCLA on Thursday night,
the Cowboys’ first bowl victory since 1966.

“I knew what the coverage was and what
they were giving us, and I knew it was
there,” Bramlet said.

‘Wadkowski knew it, too.

“When we broke the huddle, Corey said
to me, ‘Make a play,’ ” Wadkowski said.

The Wyoming players mobbed each

state,” Wyoming coach Joe
Glenn said.

After beating Florida State in the 1966
Sun Bowl, the Cowboys lost their next six
bowl games and hadn’t even been invited
to one since 1993.

Glenn said a letter from Tom Frazier, a
friend of his, helped inspire the Cowboys.

“Since 1966, we hadn’t won a bowl game,
and the captain of that team [Frazier]
‘wrote our team a great letter,” Glenn said.

“He said that there’s nothing like standing
on the field looking at the scoreboard, walk-
ing away as a senior and winning a bowl
game in your last year.

“Now our guys can do that.”

Bramlet, 20-for-34 for 307 yards and two
touchdowns, drove the Cowboys 72 yards
to the winning score. The drive began with
4:02 remaining, after UCLA’s Justin Med-
lock missed a 45-yard field goal on what
turned out to be a critical play.

Bramlet kept the final march going with
aquarterback sneak on a fourth-and-1, get-
ting the first down by just a few inches at
the UCLA 27. A pass-interference call
against cornerback Matt Clark moved the
ball to the 12, and Bramlet put the ball
right on target to Wadkowski.

Jovon Bouknight had five catches for
107 yards and threw a touchdown pass for
‘Wyoming (7-5).

Cincinnati 32, Marshall 14: At Fort
Worth, Texas, Gino Guidugli returned
from a broken throwing hand to pass for
231 yards and two touchdowns for Cincin-
nati (7-5) in the Fort Worth Bowl.

Wearing a padded glove on his still very
swollen right hand, which he injured on
Nov. 20, Guidugli completed 24 of 36 pass-
es on a bitterly cold night.

After his only interception, which Mar-
shall (6-6) returned for a score, Guidugli
completed 10 straight passes and 14 of 16
passes in the second quarter. He threw
both TD passes in that stretch to put Cincin-
nati ahead to stay.
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The chase is on

Gonzaga is still the team being pursued in the WCC,
but this season others insist the Zags can be caught

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

The West Coast Conference for
the past few years has been
Gonzaga and everybody else.

But as the other schools al-
ready have shown this season,
there’s a whole lot more to the
‘WCC than the No. 13 Bulldogs.

Santa Clara shocked North
Carolina and upended neighbor
Stanford in an opening month
that brought the Broncos their
most national attention since
Steve Nash was running the
point.

Saint Mary’s earned a trip to
Madison Square Garden and plen-
ty of exposure in the Coaches vs.
Cancer Classic. San Francisco
put together its longest winning
streak in five years under new
coach Jessie Evans.

“Idon’t know if you can call it a
‘mid-major conference anymore,”
said California coach Ben Braun,
whose Bears lost to Saint Mary’s
earlier this season. “They can
play with anyone in the country.”

Longtime Santa Clara coach
Dick Davey has been around the
WCC long enough to recognize a
speclal season before it begins.
He is convinced this could be one
of those years, especially for the
San Francisco Bay area teams de-
termined to finally make things
tough for the favored Bulldogs.

Gonzaga coach Mark Few
knows it won’t be easy.

“I've always said this confer-
ence is competitive. It has better
players than people realize and
has always had good, quality
coaches,” Few said. “It’s a confer-
ence that has always been under-
rated. It’s sad it takes a couple of
big non-conference wins for peo-
ple to see how itive this

&k Everybody knows
Gonzaga’s
beatable now.
Everyone in the
conference looks
like they have a

chance to win it. 99

Doron Perkins
Santa Clara guard

wright, James Hardy and Win-
ford Boynes — and the Bulldogs
are showing no signs of a let-
down.

While Gonzaga is still the team
to beat, the standings could be
more crowded near the top than
in years past.

“Gonzaga was really good last
year,” Saint Mary’s coach Randy
Bennett said. “People keep think-
ing they’re going to drop off, but
they’re not going to drop off. We,
Santa Clara and Pepperdine have
figured out they’re not dropping
off, so you better improve your
program.

“That's what's happening.
There are a lot of teams that want
a piece of that.”

The Zags, who jumped nine
spots in the latest AP poll after
their victory over Georgia Tech
last Saturday, have won five of
the last six WCC tournaments
and a share of the regular-season
title in six of the past seven years.

They didn’t lose a league game
last year.

Gonzaga will get an immediate
test this time around, opening the
at Santa

conference is and to appreciate it
more.”

Gonzaga's greatness in the
'WCC resembles the dominance of
those talented 1970s San Fran-
cisco teams featuring Bill Cart-

Clara on Jan. 6 and then playing
at Saint Mary’s two days later.

the conference looks like they
have a chance to win it.”

Saint Mary’s and Santa Clara
made splashes early, but both
also lost key games that could
hurt their NCAA tournament
chances come March. The Gaels
lost to Memphis in the Coaches
vs. Cancer Classic, then lost on
the road to Rutgers and Hawaii.

After defeating North Carolina
and Stanford, the Broncos lost to
Pacific, Cal Poly and UC Irvine.
And they were defeated 68-63 at
Arizona State on Wednesday.

The WCC is eighth in the latest
RPI ratings, highest ever for the
conference. The WCC is on pace
to top its previous best non-confer-
ence showing, a .649 winning per-
centage in 1978-79.

“It might be the best year.
Time will tell because time tests
where you are,” said Davey,
who’s in his 13th season as coach
of the Broncos. “But at this point
in the season, this is as strong as
I've seen our conference in a
long, long, long time. My thinking
is more along the lines that
maybe we have enough teams
that are good enough this year
that we might be able to get two
or three teams in the tournament
rather than one, which is custom-

The WCC has had two teams
reach the NCAA tournament only
five times in the last 15 years and
has never sent three teams.

In the 1950s, San Francisco
won consecutive NCAA titles
thanks to stars such as Bill Rus-
sell and K.C. Jones. The Loyola
Marymount teams of the ’90s
with Hank Gathers and Bo Kim-
ble provided another glimpse of

e conference’s potenti:

“People don’t realize how
tough it is to win on the road in
this conference,” Few said. “For
us to go 14-0 like we did last year
was remarkable. For anybody to

in this

is another

“Everybody knows Gonzaga’s
beatable now,” Santa Clara guard
Doron Perkins said. “Everyone in

g0
is quite an accomplishment, and T
don't say that because we were
the ones to do it last year.”

Gonzaga's Pierre Marie Altidor-Cespedes chases down a loose ball
during a recent victory over Eastern Washington. Although Gonzaga is
still the team to beat in the West Coast Conference, other schools
believe this is the season the Zags might finally be caught.

Matt Heldman’s legacy a driving force for Illini

BY MARLEN GARCIA
Chicago Tribune

CHAMPAIGN, III. — The play-
ers see Matt Heldman every day
in the framed, glossy photograph
that hangs in their locker room.

They see an undersized, skinny
kid who lived every moment to its
fullest on the basketball court and
had a gigantic presence for a
6-foot, 165-pound player.

Matt Heldman’s spirit remains
a fixture at Illinois nearly seven
years after he helped lead the Illi-
i to a Big Ten title and five years
since he and his father, Otis, died
in a car accident. Matt was 23.

The hardest-working members
of Illinois’ top-ranked team honor
Heldman’s memory every day
they dive onto the floor to recover
loose balls or make gutsy defen-
sive plays.

Coaches sometimes refer to

these plays as ‘“intangibles,”
hard-nosed, aggressive moves
coaches praise from the pee-wee
levels all the way up to the NBA.

“It’'s the little things,” coach
Bruce Weber said. “Being on
your toes, getting deflections,
being in position to get a charge.”

Illinois coaches recognize and
reward such gritty, determined ef-
fort by awarding points to players
on the “Matto chart,” a statistical
record team managers update
during every Illinois game.

The player who makes the most
plays has his name posted in the
locker room at the Assembly
Hall, again in Heldman’s name.
The player who accumulates the
most plays through the course of

the season has his name inscribed
on a plaque hanging in the locker
room that commemorates Held-
man’s contributions.

“That’s a great award to win,”
third-year guard Dee Brown said.
“It means you're playing hard no
matter what's going on in the
game.”

Since his arrival at Illinois,
Brown proudly has monopolized
the award, winning it at the con-
clusion of his freshman and sopho-
more seasons. And he’s on his
way to a third straight.

Undersized like Heldman and
loaded with talent and competi-
tiveness, Brown identifies with
the legacy and the standard of ex-
cellence Heldman left for Illinois
players who follow him.

“I really don’t know that much
about the tradition of players that
have been here,” Brown said. “T

really didn’t watch Illinois basket-
ball growing up. But I knew who
Matt Heldman was. It was an
honor to have that award.”

Heldman left an impression
wherever he played. He starred
for Libertyville High School
through his senior year in 1994.
Former Illinois coach Lou Hen-
son recruited and signed him.

Those who enter Libertyville’s
gymnasium learn a little about
Heldman when they look up at
the scoreboard dedicated to him
in December 2000.

Earlier this year, the student
fan group at Iliinois, the Orange
Krush, asked Heldman’s mother
and sister to attend the dedication
of a scholarship in his name. The
students raised $250,000 for the
endowment.

Lucas_Johnson, whose older
brother Brian played and roomed

with Heldman, won the award in
2002, the first year Illinois official-
ly recognized it.

“It was really emotional for
me,” Johnson said, “and that had
to do completely with Matt and ev-
erything he gave to Illinois.”

Former Illini assistant Rob Jud-
son, now the coach at Northern I1-
linois, gave Heldman the nick-
name Matto and later helped cre-
ate the award.

“He weighed 175 pounds on his
good days,” Judson said. “But he
would face any obstacle or disad-
vantage by playing his heart out
every game. You could never say
no to Matt because he was going
to find a way to get the job done
regardless of the odds.

“It’s inspirational. His legacy is
there. The film clips are still
there.”

Above all, his heart and soul
are still there.
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Few complaints
from coach as
Huskies roll on

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Washington
Huskies think they’re playing
their best basketball of the season
and they look ready to make a run
at the Pac-10 championship.

“We committed 24 turnovers,
but after that there’s nothing that
I can complain about,” coach
Lorenzo Romar said after the
Huskies  beat
Houston 110-63
on Friday. “I
can’t think of
t00 many more
performances
that we've had
that we've done a better job
through the entire game on both
ends of the floor.”

Bobby Jones scored 22 points
to lead five Washington players in
double figures. Jamaal Williams
added 19 points, Tre Simmons
and Brandon Roy each scored 16,
and Nate Robinson had 11 for the
No. 12 Huskies (10-1), who
avenged a 15-point loss at Hous-
ton last season.

Jones, a starting forward, shot
8-for-9 and led the Huskies with
nine rebounds in 25 minutes.
Roy, a junior swingman who is
considered Washington’s  top
all-around player, played in his
second game since undergoing
knee surgery.

Using aggressive
man-to-man defense, Washington
forced 23 turnovers. The Cougars
shot only 20-for-64 and missed 19
of 23 three-point attempts.

“We played like veterans
today,” Romar said. “You look at
the teams that Houston has
played and what they’'ve accom-
plished. They're not a Top 20

Men’s
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team at this pomt but they’re no
walk in the park.

Washington scored 100 points
for the third time in four games
and won its sixth in a row since
losing to No. 13 Gonzaga by 12
points on Dec. 1.

“That was probably our best
start defensively,” Jones said.
“Our confidence is extra high. We
had one little slip against Gonza-
ga, but overall we had a great pre-
season.”

Houston (8-4) was led by Chris
Lawson with 18 points and Andre
Owens with 17. The frustrated
Cougars were whistled for three
technical fouls.

After the game, first-year Hous-
ton coach Tom Penders criticized
the Pac-10 officiating crew. He
said the officials allowed the Hus-
kies to hand check with two
hands, use their arms on defense
and “knock our guys to the floor.”

“It’s hard to beat five guys, let
alone eight,” Penders said. “I
would love to play them on a neu-
tral floor or in Houston with Con-
ference USA officials or neutral
officials. I think we’d beat them.”

Thursday

No. 10 Pittsburgh 69, Rich-
mond 60: At Pittsburgh, Carl
Krauser scored 31 points, the
most by a Pitt player since the
school opened its new arena two
years ago.

Krauser was 6-for-8 on
three-pointers as Pitt (9-0) went
9-for-18 from beyond the arc de-
spite playing without guard Anto-
nio Graves, who sat out with a
sprained ankle.

The Panthers were the nation’s
seventh-worst outside shooting
team last season, but are
42 percent of their three-pointers
this season.

Krauser matched the arena
record of 31 set by Notre Dame’s
Matt Carroll in January 2003, and
is the first Pitt player to score
‘more than 30 points since Ricar-
do Greer had 33 on Feb. 16, 2000,
against Syracuse.

Krauser scored 12 points dur-
ing a 17-6 run that boosted Pitt’s
lead to 56-44 with 9:24 to go — in-
cluding six as Pitt scored eight

Washington’s Joel Smith, left,
draws a charging foul against
Houston’s Chris Lawson in the
first half of Friday night's game.

straight pmnls in only 33 seconds.
Krauser hit three-pointers on con-
secutive possessions and was
fouled on the second. He missed
the free throw, but Chevon Trout-
‘man scored off the rebound to put
Pitt up 47-38.

Richmond (4-4) closed to 62-58
‘with just over 3 minutes remain-
ing. But Krauser made four free
throws and Ronald Ramon added
two down the stretch to hold off
the Spiders.

No. 20 George Washington
81, Florida International 71: At
Miami, T.J. Thompson hit five of
his six three-pointers in the sec-
ond half and scored 25 points to
lead the Colonials (8-1) to their
eighth straight win.

Ivan Almonte had 22 points
and 13 rebounds for the Golden
Panthers (5-5), who hosted a
ranked team for the first time
since 1997 and dropped to 0-13
against Top 25 teams.

No. 24 Maryland 82, Ameri-
can 61: At College Park, M
John Gilchrist scored 20 pumts
and keyed a 16-0 run that gave
the Terrapins (7-2) a 66-48 lead
with 6:19 to play.

Jason Thomas had 14 points for
the Eagles (5-3), who had a
five-game  winning  streak
snapped. Maryland has won 12
straight over American since
1926, when the Eagles won the
first game of the series.

No. 25 Virginia 79, Loyola
Marymount 77 (OT): At Charlot-
tesville, Va., Elton Brown scored
25 points, and J.R. Reynolds
made a driving layup with 1.5 sec-
onds remaining in overtime for
the Cavaliers (8-1).

Matthew Knight had 27 points
for the Lions (7-3).
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Basketball with
an old-time feel
comes to ESPN

BY JIM O’CONNELL
The Associated Press

If you miss the days when play-
ers’ shorts really were short and
television screens weren’t filled
with scoreboards and running
scores, ESPN Classic is turning
back the clock for you.

On Jan. 5, the network will
broadcast the first of nine live col-
lege basketball games, each fea-
turing “throwback” graphics and
production values to make the
telecasts appear as they would
have years ago.

Jim Simpson, an original ESPN
personality, il do  the
play-by-play with various guest
commentators including retired
coaches.

The first game — West Virginia
at Villanova — will have a late
’70s feel to turn the clock back to
‘when ESPN was launched. Other
eras may be featured in the other
telecasts and there could be
games with teams in retro uni-
forms and fans in period-specific
dress.

The last of the nine telecasts
will be Rutgers at Notre Dame on
March 2.

Bye-bye, bounce: Stanford

players already miss their infa-

mous bouncy floor at Maples Pa-
on.

The arena underwent a $30 mil-
lion facelift during the past 10
months, and one of many changes
included the installation of a new
court without the bounce.

Stanford played its first game
in the new Maples last weekend,
a 72-62 victory over UC Davis.

“Obviously, they did a greal J()b
with the place,” forward
Grunfeld said. “It’s a great place.
Whatever floor it is, you've got to
play. I liked our floor, it was our
little thing. But we could play on a
carpet and we'd still be playing.”

During construction, Stanford
practiced in a gym across campus
and had trailers that served as a
temporary locker room. The Car-
dinal were scheduled to play their
early season home games at near-
by Santa Clara University and
weren't expected to be back in
Maples until January, but the ren-
ovation finished ahead of sched-
ule.

The new additions to Maples
also include a main scoreboard
with video capabilities, new seat-
ing in the lower bowl area, an
outer concourse, upgraded locker
rooms and meeting rooms, and
more restrooms and concession
stands.

The Cardinal went unbeaten at
home last season, when they fin-
ished with a 30-2 record and
ranked No. 1.

Pure Pitino: The ending of last
weekend’s  Kentucky-Louisville
game provided plenty of post-
game fodder. Did Patrick Sparks
travel before taking the last-sec-

College notes

ond three-point attempt on which
he was fouled? Did Sparks jump
into defender Ellis Myles and
cause the contact, an offensive
foul? Sparks hit the three free
throws with .6 seconds left and
Kentucky won 60-58.

Louisville coach Rick Pitino
wouldn’t buy into any of the sec-
ond- and third-day conjecture.

“Losers take the film and say,
‘He traveled twice. There were
charges,” ” Pitino said. “But Ken-
tucky was a gutty group. They
came back from a devastating
half against one of the best
crowds you'll ever see in college
basketball. Whether he (Sparks)
traveled or not, is irrelevant, be-
cause he’s a gutty, gutty kid.

“You can never, ever look to of-
ficials to win a game for you,” Piti-
no said. “We had the option to
stop the out of bounds play. We
did not. We had the option to
make big plays. We did not. They
did.

“They deserve all the credit.”

Rookie record: It’s taken Anto-
ine Agudio just over a month to
make quite an impression on the
Colonial Athletic Association.

The redshirt freshman guard
from Hofstra has been chosen the
league’s rookie of the week four
times, breaking the conference
record for a season by one.

In Hofstra’s 8-0 start — the
best ever for the school on the Di-
vision I level — Agudio is second
in scoring on the Pride with a 15.3
average and is shooting 41.6 per-
cent (20-for-48) from beyond the
arc.

Impressive start: Texas A&M
went 7-21 last season and Billy
Gillispie was hired to replace
Melvin Watkins as coach of the
Aggies.

Gillispie is off to the sec-
ond-best start ever for a Texas
A&M coach.

A 97-66 victory over Gram-
bling State on Wednesday night
gave the Aggies a 9-0 record.
That is the best start for Texas
A&M since the 1959-60 team
went 10-0 and rose to No. 8 in the
poll.

The coach Gillispie is chasing?
Tubby Graves won his first 11
games in 1915-16.

Bad trips: Tulsa’s 97-44 victory
over Prairie View this season was
the third-largest margin of victo-
ry for the Golden Hurricane in
their Reynolds Center.

The second-largest margin was
a 69-point victory over Prairie
View in 2000. The biggest was a
91-point victory over Prairie
View in 1995.

That’s three losses for Prairie
View in the same building by a
combined 213 points.
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Suns win again despite lazy defense

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — No team since Michael Jor-
dan and the Chicago Bulls were at their
best has gotten off to a better start to a sea-
son than the Phoenix Suns.

‘Amare Stoudemire had 30 points, 11 re-
bounds and five steals — and Shawn Mari-
on scored 29 points — to lead the Suns to
their season-best 10th consecutive victory,
109-102 over the Memphis Grizzlies on
Thursday night.

The Suns — winners
of nine in a row earlier
this season — im-
proved to 23-3, the

(UG NBA's best start the
Bulls went 41-3 in
1995-96.

Steve Nash had 17 points and 14 assists,
and sealed the victory with four free
throws in the last 23.1 seconds. Nash has
had at least 10 assists in each of the 10 vic-
tories. Only Magic Johnson — in 1986-87
— has managed that feat in NBA history.

But the Suns were not all that happy
with their latest performance, especially
on defense.

“We’re getting a bad habit of playing de-
fense when we want to,” coach Mike D’An-
toni said. “We need to address that.”

D’Antoni thinks the Suns are getting a
bit too comfortable because of their impres-
sive record.

“You can see we can get a lot better,” he
said, “but I like our record so I can’t com-
plain too much.”

Nash agrees with his coach’s concerns.

“I think our team should be proud, but I

think they also should see signs of compla-
cency at times. We need to get more fo-
cused,” he said.

Mike Miller scored 19 of his 22 points in
the first half for Memphis, and Jason Will-
iams had 19 of his 21 in the second. Pau
Gasol added 19 points for the Grizzlies.

“We had it where we wanted to get it,”
Miller said. “I missed the big shot and they
made the free throws. That’s basically it.”

Down 77-70 with 2:25 left in the third
quarter, the Suns called a timeout, then
went on a 17-0 run to go up 87-77 on Stou-
demire’s 17-footer from the baseline with
9:51 left in the game.

Memphis cut it to 103-99 on Williams’
three-pointer, followed Gasol’s inside hook
with 1:53 to go. After Shane Battier missed
a three, Stoudemire sank two free throws
and Phoenix led 105-99.

Miller’s three-pointer, his only basket of
the second half, with 45.1 seconds left
made it 105-102. Marion’s air-ball from
three-point range gave the Grizzlies the
ball and a chance to tie.

But Miller, who made his first nine
shots, threw up an air-ball with 24 seconds
to go, and Nash clinched it at the line.

Coach Mike Fratello felt a lot better than
he did after the Grizzlies’ loss at Golden
State on Wednesday.

“Qverall, for us there’s a lot of good I saw
coming out of this game,” he said. “It’s not
a win, but we have to try to build on it.”

Phoenix scored the last eight points of
the third quarter and the first nine of the
fourth. Marion had seven points and Stou-
demire six in the decisive surge.

Consecutive stuffs by Stoudemire and

Marion, both on passes from Nash, made it
95-83 with 5:51 to play.

The Grizzlies, playing for the second
night in a row, finished their western trip

Spurs 96, Timberwolves 82: At San An-
tonio, Manu Ginobili scored 22 points, and
San Antonio held Kevin Garnett to just one
second-half basket.

The Spurs, who trailed by double digits
in the first half, made 11 of their 18 shots in
the fourth quarter to break open a tie
game. Minnesota, which shot 53 percent in
the first half, made only three of 14 shots in
the period.

Tim Duncan added 19 points and 10 re-
bounds for San Anmmo, and Tony Parker
also scored 19 points.

Wally Szczerbiak had 22 for Minnesota,
which dropped its fourth straight road
game. Garnett scored 15 points on 4-for-16
shooting and had 10 rebounds, while Troy
Hudson added 14 points. Michael Olowo-
kandi had 12 rebounds.

Heat 109, Kings 107: At Sacramento,
Calif, Damon Jones hit a three-pointer
with 234 seconds left, and Shaquille
O’Neal blocked Mike Bibby’s layup at-
tempt in the closing seconds of Miami’s
10th straight victory.

Jones’ dramatic shot and O'Neal’s de-
fense capped an impressive late rally.

O’Neal, who had 25 points and 10 re-
bounds despite a bruised left calf, missed
two free throws with 10.9 seconds left, but
blocked Bibby’s ensuing drive to the hoop
with about two seconds to play.

Chris Webber’s three-pointer at the buzz-

AP

Miami Heat's Damon Jones signals “three”
after sinking a three-point shot to give the
Heat a 109-107 win over the Sacramento
Kings in Sacramento, Calif., on Thursday.

er was well short, and Miami extended its
longest winning streak since late in the
1997-98 season.
The Heat also became just the third East-
ern team to win in
in 53 games over the last four seasons.
Webber scored 26 points and Bibby had
21 points and eight assists for the
short-handed Kings, who nearly beat the
East’s best team despite playing largely
without three of their top six players.

Shaq-A-Claus comes to Tinseltown

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES e
Shag-A-Claus is still a big hit in
Los Angeles.

Shaquille O’Neal played Santa
Claus for 250 kids Friday morn-
ing at the Challengers Boys &
Girls Club in South Los Angeles,
a day before his first game
against the Los Angeles Lakers
since he was traded to the Miami
Heat.

“I'm glad to be back here. I
miss _everybody,” said O’'Neal,
wearing a black polo shirt, blue
jeans and a red and white Santa’s
cap. “These kids are the future.”

The NBA star bought many of
the gifts himself during an early
morning visit to the Toys-R-Us
store in Santa Monica.

“He gives back a lot to us,” said
16-year-old Dwayne Gibbons,
who received a video game con-
sole. “He went back to Miami, but
he doesn’t forget about us.”

O’Neal downplayed his rivalry
wllh former teammate Kobe Bry-

“Hopefu].ly Tl get a great re-
ception (from the crowd),”
O'Neal said. “But who knows
‘what’s going to happen.”

“I like Shaq better than Kobe,”
said 11-year-old Bennique Savan-
nah, who received a karaoke ma-
chine. “I'm not going to give up
on him even though he’s on a dif-
ferent team. He’s still my friend.”

Judge upholds ruling allowing
Pacers’ 0'Neal to play
NEW YORK — Indiana’s Jer-
maine O’Neal can play against De-
troit on Christmas after a federal

¥

Briefs

judge upheld an arbitrator’s deci-
sion to reduce the forward’s sus-
pension for fighting with fans dur-
ing the Nov. 19 Pacers-Pistons
brawl.

Judge George B. Daniels ruled
from the bench Thursday after lis-
tening to arguments by lawyers
for the NBA and the players’
union and watching a brief video-
tape of O’Neal punching a fan dur-
ing the brawl.

The union asked Daniels to tem-
porarily uphold an arbitrator’s de-
cision Wednesday to knock 10
games off a 25-game suspension
imposed on O’'Neal by NBA Com-
missioner David Stern. Ron Art-
est’s season-long suspension and
the suspensions of two other Indi-
ana players were upheld.

Daniels said he ruled in
O'Neal’s favor before deciding
the merits of the case because to
make the player serve a punish-
ment that may not be upheld
could have “irreversible conse-
quences for the player, the team,
the player’s future and the league
itself.”

O’Neal, a three-time All-Star
and eight-year veteran, is now eli-
gible to return Saturday when the
Pacers host the Pistons in the
teams’ first matchup since one of
the most violent melees in NBA
history. Even before the suspen-
sion reduction was upheld, Indi-
ana coach Rick Carlisle said
O'Neal would start against De-
troit.

view the penalty.

ceived a

Dan Dickau in the stomach.

Butler

tional.

he’d receive a suspension.

said.

‘why Butler got ejected.
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Ex-Texas
manager
Oates dies
at age 58

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — After
Johnny Oates was diagnosed with
a brain tumor in 2001, he made a
commitment to live each day to
its utmost.

Knowing his time was short mo-
tivated Oates to climb out of bed,
even if it was just to see squirrels
in the backyard or feel the sun
warming his face.

Oates  died
Friday at the
Virginia Com-
monwealth Uni-
versity Medical
Center, his wife
and brother at
his side, his son said. He was S8.

“He was very comfortable. He
went very peacefully,” Andrew
Oates, 28, said.

“I have learned more from him
in the last three years than I did
in the first 25. I think he’s accom-
plished more in the last three
years and touched more people in
the last three years.”

Oates was best known for man-
aging the Texas Rangers to their
first three postseason appearanc-
es, in 1996, '98 and '99. He re-
signed early in the 2001 season
after the team lost 17 of its first 28
games despite the offseason addi-
tion of $252 million free agent
shortstop Alex Rodriguez.

For Oates, the diagnosis of the
aggressive tumor glioblastoma
multiforme helped him to focus
on the things that mattered most
to him, primarily his family.

“When you look at it, it's a bless-
ing,” he said in a March 2003 in-
terview with The Associated
Press at his home near Rich-
mond. “Really there’s only one
day of the week that has any im-
portance, and that’s today. You
can’t do anything about yesterday
and you can’t do anything about
tomorrow. It’s just today.”

Oates shared the American
League Manager of the Year
award with New York’s Joe Torre
in 1996, and also managed the Bal-
timore Orioles from 1991-94.

Oates had a regular season
record of 797-746 and got his only
postseason victory in 10 tries
when the Rangers made their
playoff debut, winning 6-2 at Yan-
kee Stadium on Oct. 1, 1996.
Texas lost the next three games
and was swept by the Yankees in
1998 and 1999.

Oates, a left-handed hitting
catcher, played for five teams in
his major league career, starting
with the Orioles in 1970. For his
career, Oates hit .250 with 14
homers and 126 runs batted in.

A funeral was scheduled Tues-
day.

Three more umpires
to regain jobs

NEW YORK — Bob Davidson
spent last season umpiring in the
Class-A Midwest League, where
he made just $13,000. He was on
the road from April 4 to Sept. 20
and missed daughter Andrea’s
graduation from Colorado State.

Johnny Oates

Next year, he’s likely to be back
in the major leagues, making
$274,993

Davidson is among three um-
pires who will be rehired by
‘major league baseball as part of a
settlement of the nasty dispute
that cost 22 umps their jobs in
1999. Six more will split $2.3 mil-
lion in severance pay.

The umpires will be brought
back as part of a new five-year
labor contract that was agreed to
Wednesday, a deal that also set-
tles the 1Y-year-old grievance
umpires filed over a computer
system baseball has used to evalu-
ate plate umps.

Davidson, an a 52-year-old vet-
eran of 18 major league seasons,
worked behind the plate in 77
games last season.

Tom Hallion and Ed Hickox,
who also have been umpiring in
the minors, will get two of the
first five vacancies. That would in-
crease the number of rehired um-
pires to 11, half the total who lost
their jobs when a mass resigna-
tion strategy backfired in Septem-
ber 1999.

Six umpires will receive sever-
ance pay and health benefits rang-
ing from $325,000 to $400,000.
Still to be resolved is back pay for
five umpires rehired as part of a
partial settlement in 2002. A fed-
eral appeals court ruled Gary
Darling, Bill Hohn, Larry Ponci-
no, Larry Vanover and Joe West
were entitled to the money, but
baseball has asked the U.S. Su-
preme Court to review the case.

Vazquez says Yankees would
regret trading him

PONCE, Puerto Rico — Javier
Vazquez says the New York Yan-
kees would be making a mistake
if they trade him.

A proposed three-team deal
that would have sent Vazquez to
Los Angeles, Randy Johnson
from Arizona to the Yankees and
Shawn Green from the Dodgers
to the Diamondbacks collapsed
earlier this week when Los Ange-
les changed its mind.

“I'm disappointed that the Yan-
kees are talking about trading me
for having only a bad second half
to the season,” Vazquez was quot-
ed as saying in Friday’s editions
of La Perla del Sur.

“I've had four consistent sea-
sons in the major leagues, and for
one bad second half it's unfa]r
that they want to trade me,”
Vazquez said. “I still trust in my
abilities, and if the Yankees trade
me, they will regret it.”

Vazquez, 28, went 14-9 with a
475 ERA. While he made the
All-Star team for the first time, he
‘won just one of his last nine regu-
lar-season starts.

Varitek signs with Sox;
selected team captain

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Jason Varitek
doesn’t expect to hit like Carl Yas-
trzemski or Jim Rice. When it
comes to clubhouse leadership,
though, he is every bit their
equal.

The Boston Red Sox appointed
Varitek their third captain since
1923 after giving their longtime
catcher a $40 million, four-year
contract. Varitek did not know of
the honor until he was presented
with home and road jerseys bear-
ing a red “C” on Friday to formal-
ize the leadership role he has
grown into since joining the team
in 1997.

“It’s not every day you're lucky
enough to sign a player who em-
bodies everything you want your
franchise to be,” general manag-
er Theo Epstein said. “When you
have that plaver you don’t let
him get away.”

Rice was the last official Red
Sox captain, serving from 1985
until he retired in 1989. “Captain
Carl” held the role in 1966 and
again from 1969 to 1983.

Rice and Yastrzemski were bat-
ting stars who earned the honor
by virtue of their stardom.
Varitek is a potent offensive play-
er, but what sets him apart is his
handling of the pitching staff and
his presence in the clubhouse.

“I'm extremely honored right
now. I don’t really know what to
say,” Varitek said. “If I can do
half of what they did statistically,
T'll be all right.”

Other players have been consid-
ered captains informally through
the years, like Varitek was until
this week.

“We're not askmg Jason to
change at all by giving him that
captaincy,” Epstein said. “It’s just
a recognition of something every-
body knows.”

Pitcher Tim Wakefield said he
knows Varitek’s value despite
working almost exclusively with
backup catcher Doug Mirabelli.

“He’s really the glue that holds
the whole team together,” Wake-
field said.

Varitek originally sought a
five-year deal worth $55 million
with a no-trade clause that would
have guaranteed him the chance
to stay in Boston until he was 37.
But rather than seek all offers, he
told agent Scott Boras to deal with
the Red Sox first.

“Jason and (wife) Karen told
me specifically that my job is to
sit down and talk with Theo,”
Boras said.

“I honestly couldn’t see him
playing in another city,” Karen
Varitek said. “I just don’t think he
would fit anywhere else.”

Varitek is expected to be the
last of the free agents signed by
the Red Sox, who have already
added shortstop Edgar Renteria
and pitchers David Wells, Matt
Clement, Wade Miller, John Hala-
ma and Matt Mantei to the team
that won the franchise’s first

Catcher Jason Varitek leaps into the arms of reliever Keith Foulke to
celebrate Boston’s World Series triumph over St. Louis. After helping
the Red Sox to their first championship since 1918, Varitek was signed

to a four-year, $40 mi

World Series championship since
1918.

The Red Sox entered the 2004
season with four major players
heading for free agency: Pedro
Martinez, Nomar Garciaparra,
Derek Lowe and Varitek.

Garciaparra was traded to the
Chicago Cubs in July, Martinez
signed with the New York Mets
this month and the Red Sox didn’t
pursue Lowe as a free agent. That
means they will keep just one of
the Big Four, but he’s the most im-
portant one.

“In our minds, he was the guy
that we kind of couldn’t live with-
out,” Epstein said. “There
weren't any real alternatives. Jas-
on’s kind of the heart and soul of
the Red Sox.”

The Red Sox had considered re-
loading last winter rather than let-
ting the free agents walk and get-
ting nothing in return. But Ep-
stein opted to keep the core to-
gether and Boston won its first
World Series since 1918.

“The transition worked out as
well as it possibly could,” Epstein
said. “We kept everyone because
we thought we had a real chance
to win, and that was realized.”

Varitek hit a career-high .296
with 18 homers and 73 RBISs last
season. Since his trade from Seat-

n contract and was designated team captai

tle in 1997, he has a .271 batting
average with 97 homers and 418
RBIs in 832 games.

Varitek will receive a $4 mil-
lion signing bonus paid over four
years and annual salaries of $9
million. The Red Sox have a poli-
cy against no-trade clauses, so the
sides came up with a creative
compromise.

Varitek will get no-trade rights
once he has spent eight continu-
ous years with the team. Four
other Red Sox players, including
Manny Ramirez, have contracts
that entitle them to no-trade claus-
es that match those of their team-
mates; none of them would reach
that milestone in their current

ls.

“We felt that loyalty should be
rewarded. That’s good policy,”
Epstein said. “The no-trade
clause protection was the most dif-
ficult part of the negotiations.”

Now that he’s signed, Varitek
has a busy winter ahead. A studi-
ous preparer, he has a half-dozen
new pitchers to familiarize him-
self with: starters Miller, Clement
and Wells, swingman Halama
and reliever Mantei, with one
spot left to be filled.

“The biggest thing is winning.
To do it the first year — we all
know how long it took,” Varitek
said. “Hopefully, we have a foun-
dation big enough to do it again.”
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Rivals Steelers, Ravens surprisingly silen

Typical trash talk
nonexistent as foes
focus on ‘The Game’

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The pregame talk was
unusually subdued for two teams that nor-
mally love nothing better than to chatter
about each other. Maybe it’s because the
importance of this game speaks for itself.

For the first time since the former Cleve-
land Browns moved to Baltimore for the
1996 season, the Ravens meet their biggest
rivals Sunday in a late-December game
that truly matters. As Ravens coach Brian
Billick said, every Ravens-Steelers game
means something no matter the time or the
setting, but what’s at stake in this game is
evident.

For the Ravens, it could mean their en-
tire season. For the Steelers, it could mean
their entire postseason.

That’s why, even though the Steelers ef-
fectively secured a playoff spot weeks ago,
running back Jerome Bettis said, “This is
The Game. This is our biggest game of the
season.”

The Ravens (8-6) are one of four teams
tied for the AFC’s last wild-card spot and
badly need to win after losing three of four.

The Steelers (13-1) locked up the AFC
North un Dec 12 but can secure a
Lhmughcut lhe A1<C playoffs by running
their franchise-record winning streak to 13
games.

“And what better way to get that than by
beating the Ravens?” wide receiver Hines
Ward asked.

The Steelers have incentives beyond the
obvious, most notably to beat the team that
dealt them their only defeat, 30-13 on Sept.

Quarterhack Tommy Maddox injured an
elbow early in the third quarter with the
Ravens up big, forcing rookie Ben Roethlis-

NEWSDAY/KRT

Antwaan Randle El of the Steelers scores a touchdown against the New York Giants on
Dec. 18. The Steelers take on rival Baltimore with a first-round bye and home-field advan-
tage throughout the playoffs at stake. The Ravens need a win to help secure a berth.

berger to take over. No other Steelers QB
has taken a snap in the 12 games — and 12
victories — that have followed.

“It’s a total different makeup of this
team from the first time we played them to
now,” Ward said. “So we’re looking for-
ward to it.”

Not surprisingly, so are the Ravens, who
have beaten Pittsburgh two straight. Roeth-
lisberger seemingly plays with an ‘S’ on his
chest, enjoying the best record of any NFL,
rookie quarterback ever, yet the Ravens
think they’ve got the answer.

“We're Pittsburgh’s Kryptonite,” Terrell
Suggs said. “Some teams just can't beat us:
Pittsburgh, Denver, Jacksonville. I'm not
afraid of their offense one bit.”

The Steelers did win four in a row with-
out scoring more than 19 points in any
game from Nov. 21-Dec. 12, but Roethlis-

berger passed for a career-high 316 yards
while leading his fourth final-quarter come-
back victory in 12 starts Dec. 18 against
the Giants.

Despite Suggs’ words, the teams’ pre-
game banter never became all that heated.
Steelers receiver Plaxico Burress suggests
neither team wants to give the other any
more incentive.

“I would pretty much say it's a rivalry of
hate,” said Burress, who hopes to play
after mlssmg four games with a sore ham-
string. “I d ere are t0o many
friends on ellher sideline. They don’t like
us and we don’t like them. Their fans don’t
like us and our fans don’t like them.”

Not even Ravens coach Brian Billick
could bait Steelers linebacker Joey Porter
into his normally
word count. Porter angered the Ravens by
shoving a wobbly, defenseless Todd Heap

v B

Baltimore Pittsburgh
Ravens  at Steelers

7 p.m. Sunday
AFN-Sports

Game time is Central European.

during the Sept. 19 game, and Heap
missed nine games with a badly sprained
ankle.

Heap was already injured at the time.

“That was what it was. It was fairly
self-evident what it was, and I don’t know
that our guys are particularly focused on it.
The fact that Todd Heap missed the ensu»

weeks or so, I don’t know that an;
budy has dwelled on that,” Billick said, hlS
words tinged with sarcasm.

Normally, Porter would respond with
some pointed words, but was low-key this
time — perhaps because Steelers coach
Bill Cowher said Porter often becomes too
distracted by events other than the game.

“P'm just concentrating on getting this
game won because it’s a game we definite-
ly need to win,” said Porter, one of the
Steelers’ AFC-high six Pro Bowl picks.
“The sideshow stuff, that’s way behind me.
If they’re still mad about the Todd Heap
thing, that’s something they can deal with.”

What Steelers are dealing with is a worri-
some and ever-growing list of injuries that
threaten to leave them short-handed for
the playoffs. Running back Duce Staley
(hamstring) probably will miss his sixth
game in eight weeks, and linebacker Clark
Haggans (groin) also won’t play. Corner-
back Chad Scott (knee) has missed eight
games and linebacker Kendrell Bell
(groin) has played in only two games.

The Ravens aren’t entirely healthy, ei-
ther. Running back Jamal Lewis aggravat-
ed an ankle injury while running for 130
yards in a 20-10 loss to Indianapolis,
though he is expected to play.

Huizenga, Dolphins still courting LSU coach Saban

The Associated Press

[AMI — Miami Dolphins
owner Wayne Huizenga’s private
plane was ready to leave Baton
Rouge, La., when LSU coach Nick
Saban boarded briefly, then got in
his car and drove off.

Huizenga returned to South
Florida without Saban on Friday,
but the coach might yet join the
Dolphins.

Still weighing an offer the Dol-
phins made Wednesday, Saban
‘met with Huizenga and team pres-
ident Eddie Jones, then huddled
with LSU athletic director Skip
Bertman, then said he needed
more time.

“In the next 24 to 48 hours we’ll
make a decision,” Saban said in a
statement released by the school.
“We certainly appreciate every-
one’s support, patience and under-
standing during this very difficult
process.”

While the Tigers were sched-
uled to fly Saturday to Orlando
for their Jan. 1 bowl game against
Towa, the question remained
where their coach was headed.

His hesitancy in making the
leap to the NFL is nothing new.
He previously turned down over-

tures from at least five NFL
teams, including Atlanta and Chi-
cago a year ago.

“This is a gul wrenching deci-
sion for Nick,” Bertman said in a
statement. “He needs, and de-
serves, the time necessary to
make the right decision for him
and his family.”

Huizenga, a billionaire busi-
nessman renowned for his ability
to close a deal, arrived in Baton
Rouge by private plane at 7 a.m.
to make another pitch. He and
Jones met with Saban at the
coach’s house. Saban then went to
the athletic department offices to
confer for more than two hours
with his agent and Bertman.

Emerging from that meeting,
Saban offered no hint that he’d
made a decision.

It was unclear whether money
was part of the negotiations.
Saban is the highest-paid coach in
college football and in the first
year of an $18.45 million,

seven-year deal, while the Dol-
phins’ offer is believed to exceed
$4 million a year.

The job description is not be-
lieved to be an issue: Huizenga
has offered Saban full authority
over the football operation. Be-
cause of Huizenga’s reputation as
a hands-off owner, the Dolphins’
job has special appeal even
though they’re 3-11 — their first
losing season since 1988.

But the owner found himself
stymied yet again, at least tempo-
rarily, in his attempts to upgrade
the Dolphins. Last January he
hired as senior vice president
Dan Marino, who had a change of
heart and resigned 22 days later.

Many Miami players lobbied
for Huizenga to keep Jim Bates,
who is 2-3 since taking over as in-
terim coach. The Dolphins pre-
pared for the possibility that
Saban will take over in early Janu-
ary.
With all attention on the coach-
ing search, the Dolphins will play
Cléveland on Sunday night — a
not-ready-for-prime-time  game
between last-place teams.

“We're focused,” Bates said,
“and we’re going to play lights
out.”

Ex-Raider Robbins arrested

SAN FRANCISCO — Former
Pro Bowl center Barret Robbins
was arrested Friday for hitting a
security guard at a night club.

The ex-Oakland Raiders line-
man was arrested about 7 a.m.
after he was told the bar he was
trying to enter was closed, accord-
ing to the San Francisco Sheriff’s
Department.  Robbins  was
charged with battery and drunk
and disorderly conduct. He was
still in jail Friday evening, held
on $1,000 bond.

Often troubled, Robbins is best
remembered for disappearing
the mghl before the 2003 Super
Bowl in San Diego. He spent
Super Bowl Sunday in a hospital
and later acknowledged that he
had stopped taking his medicine
for depression and bipolar disor-
der. The Raiders lost 48-21 to
Tampa Bay.

Robbins was released by Oak-
land in July, a week after he and
two other players were fined
three game checks for testing pos-
itive for the steroid THG.

McGahee a gametime decision
ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. —

Bills running back Willis McGa-
hee practiced for the first time
this week, and his status is un-
clear for Sunday’s game at San
Francisco.

McGahee is listed as question-
able after bruising and hyperex-
tending his right knee in Buffalo’s
win over Cincinnati last Sunday.
Coach Mike Mularkey said after
Friday’s workout that McGahee’s
availability will be a game-time
decision.

Backup Travis Henry ruled
himself out of Sunday’s game be-
cause of torn ligaments in his
right ankle that forced him to
miss the last three games.

Third-stringer Shaud Williams,
an undrafted rookie free agent, is
expected to start if McGahee
can’t play. Joe Burns, primarily a
blocking back, and Dante Brown,
‘whom the Bills acquired Wednes-
day off Cleveland’s practice
squad, would back up Williams.

McGahee has started nine
games this season, with the Bills
going 8-1 in those starts. Buffalo
is also undefeated (6-0) when he
rushes for 100 yards. McGahee
has helped lead the Bills (8-6)
into the thick of the AFC
wild-card race after an 0-4 start.
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NFL scorehoard

American Conference

Another comeback for Favre, Pack

Green Bay rallies past Vikings, clinches NFC North title

BY DAVE CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — After near-
ly costing Green Bay a crucial
game with one of his familiar mis-
takes, Brett Favre rallied the
Packers to victory — and the NFC
North title — with one of his fa-

Ea
LT PF
x-New England 12 2 0 .857 393 246
Y. Jets 10 4 0 714257 206
Buffalo 6 0 .571330 248
Miami 10 214262 317
outh
x-Indianapolis 13 0 785 474 287
Jacksonville 6 0 .571 248 253
8 0 429274 317
Tennessee 10 0 .286 304 383
North
x-Pittsburgh 13 1 0 .929 323 220
Baltimore 6 0 .571 280 225
Cincinnati 8 0 .429 313 340
Cleveland 11 0 .214 247 366
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x-San Diego 11 3 0 .786 391 262
86 0 571311278
Kansas City 6 8 0 .429 435 381
Oakland 59 0 .357 284
National C
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xy-| Phl\ade\vma 13 1 0 .929 369 202
N 9 0 .357 253 300
ias 9 0 357 25 367
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x-Atlanta 1 30
Carolina 80
New Orleans 80
Tampa Bay 90
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x-Green Bay 6 0 .600 393 356
Minnesota 70 53
Detroit §0 3B
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West
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St. Louis 680
na 590
San Francisco 212 0

x-clinched division
y-clinched conference

Green Bay 34, anesu(a 31

irday’s games
Oakland at Kansas City
Denver at Tenn

chicago at Detroit

San Diego at Indianapolis

Baltimore at Pittsburgh

Houston at) Jackscnw le

Atanta
. Gi

New England at N.Y.Jets

Arizona at Seatt

Wasnington at balas
Carolina at Tampa Bay

Gleveland at Miami
fonday’s game

Philadelphia at St Louis
iy, Jan. 2

Detroit at Tennessee

linnesota
Pitsburgh at Buffalo

rleans at Carolina
S ancace ot New Exgland

Cincinnati at Philadelphia

Bay at Arizon:

End Regular Season

Friday
Packers 34, Vikings 31

mous

Favre led a 76-yard drive to set
up Ryan Longwell’s game-ending
29-yard field goal in the Packers’
34-31 victory over the Minnesota
Vikings on Friday.

“That drive right there — it's
sort of what our season’s been all
about,” Favre said. “We've had
ups and downs, but we find a way
to endure.”

The Packers (9-6) trailed 31-24
with 8:18 left after Favre's
third-down throw from the end
zone was intercepted by Chris
Claiborne and returned 15 yards
for a touchdown.

The Vikings (8-7), though,
couldn’t get what they needed
from a pass defense that has
struggled all season. Donald Driv-
er — who had 11 receptions for
162 yards — made a nifty, fall-
ing-down catch of Favre’s pass on
fourth-and-goal from the 3 to tie it
at 31 with 3:34 remaining after an
80-yard drive.

“We needed one more play
somewhere, and we just didn’t do

%

Green Bay Packers QB Brett
Favre (30-for-43, 365 yards, 3
TDs) had an interception returned
for a touchdown in the fourth
quarter Friday but led the Packers
on an 80-yard drive to tie the
game. Green Bay won 34-31.

it,” Minnesota center Matt Birk
said.

“It's a disappointing loss, but
there is a tomorrow and we’re
still very much in the hunt.”

Minnesota, which can clinch a
wild-card playoff spot with a loss

by Carolina or St. Louis this week-
end, appeared on its way to retak-
ing the lead. But a holding penal-
ty on Birk — the Vikings were
flagged nine times for 78 yards —
wiped out a 16-yard run by Micha-
el Bennett that would have given
them the ball at the Green Bay 40
just before the 2-minute warnmg

“When we watch film, we're
going to kick ourselves” said
Daunte Culpepper, who went
16-for-23 for 285 yards, no turn-
overs and three touchdowns — on
three consecutive passes in a wild
second quarter in which 38 points
were scored.

After a punt, Favre got the ball
at his 13 with 1:35 left.

Twelve plays later. Longwell’s
kick sailed through the uprights
to give the Packers their third
straight division title.

Favre finished 30-for-43 for
365 yards, three touchdowns and
the interception. Ahman Green,
who left briefly with a head inju-
ry, carried 19 times for 64 yards
and a score. Javon Walker and
Bubba Franks also had receiving
touchdowns.

Nate Burleson, who had a ca-
reer day against the Packers last
month, caught two passes for 110
yards and a score. Randy Moss
had a touchdown among his two
catches and 30 yards, and Ben-
nett finished with a touchdown
and 159 total yards on 20 touches.

The game got crazy late in the
second quarter. After a SS-yard
kickoff return by Kelly Campbell,
Culpepper promptly threw a
screen pass to Bennett for a
38-yard score to make it 21-14

with 1:08 remaining.

Antonio  Chatman answered
with a 59-yard kickoff return, giv-
ing Longwell a chance to make a
42’yard field goal as the half
ended. A livid Vikings coach
Mike Tice chucked his clipboard
and pencil to the turf when an offi-
cial clock stoppage for a measure-
ment allowed Green Bay time to
gather on fourth-and-1 for the
kick with 4 seconds left.

Those three points proved to be
the winning margin

“I didn’t qmte understand the
logic behind giving them a time-
out for measurement when the
clock was running, they were out
of timeouts,” Tice said. “What
were they measuring for? To go
for a first down?”

If the Packers win at Chicago
next week — they’re 5-2 on the
road — they’ll secure the No. 3
seed for the playoffs. They’re al-
ready guaranteed a first-round
home game.

“At1-4, I don't think many peo-

“This team has battled all year,
and today was no different.”

Prove: Pats have won three straight against Jets

PROVE, FROM BACK PAGE

At issue: Pennington was upset
at the perception he has not won
big games in his career. The Jets
are 0-2 against Pittsburgh and
New England this season, having
scored a combined 13 points. A
Victory over the Patriots would go

— belong
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“[ love playing in big games,”
Pennington said. “The fact of the
matter is in games that people
so-call ‘big’ I have lost the last
two. To me, in the NFL we take it
for granted. Does the Miami and
New England game look big now?
It is pretty big to them because
they lost a chance at home-field
advantage and now they are strug-
gling to get it back.”

The Jets are the ones that usual-
ly struggle against the Patriots.
New England has won three
straight and five of the last six,
though the last three victories
have been close. That is no conso-
lation to the Jets, who want to
beat their division rival.

Badly.

“It’s definitely time for us to
stand up and say you can’t keep
letting your big brother beat you
around,” Jets defensive tackle
Jason Ferguson said. “They’re an
elite team. We need to prove to ev-
erybody we can beat an elite
team so we can make a move in
the playoffs.”

Or as running back Curtis Mar-

New York Jets running back Curtis Martin rushed for 134 yards and
two touchdowns as the Jets beat the Seahawks 37-14 last week.

tin said, “It gets on your nerves.
1t's something you feel a need to
overcome.”

Brady is 5-1 against the Jets as
a starter; his lone loss came in
2002. Pennington was terrific in
that 30-17 victory, which handed
the Patriots their second loss in a
row — the last time they dropped
two straight.

Pennington threw for three
touchdowns and no interceptions
to help the Jets keep their momen-
tum going and eventually earn a
playoff berth. The Jets followed
that win with others against
Green Bay and Indianapolis, the
last time they made the postsea-
son.

Earlier this season, Pennington
had a chance to help the Jets win
at Foxboro. But his fourth-down
pass with time winding down was
thrown into double coverage for
Wayne Chrebet and went incom-
plete.

Still, New York is the only team
to hold the Patriots under 20
points this season.

Whatever happens Sunday
could determine the fate of both
teams in the postseason.

“For us to win a game like this,
it does a lot of things for you,”
Jets coach Herman Edwards
said. “A lot of good things can hap-
pen if you can beat a team like
this.”
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Chang finishes career at Hawaii
as first college quarterhack
with 17,000 yards, Page 33

Pats, Jets have plenty to prove

New England still smarting from loss to Mia

BY ANDREA ADELSON

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Tom Brady and the New England
Patriots need to get over their
meltdown in Miami, or the road
back to the Super Bowl could get
alot longer.

The all-of-a-sudden downtrod-
den Patriots must rebound Sun-
day against the New York Jets,
desperate for a playoff berth of
their own, in the biggest game of
the season for both teams.

With a victory, the Patriots
(12-2) clinch a first-round bye. A
loss, and getting a week off is no
longer a guarantee. As for the
Jets (10-4), a victory gets them a
wild-card berth with a game to
play, while giving them credibili-
ty for finally beating an
upper-echelon team.

“We have a lot at stake because
we want to win,” Patriots line-
backer Tedy Bruschi said. “We
‘want to put the last game behind
us and move on. Last week, we
didn’t play too well on the road.
This is another road test for us.
We want to play well.”

The 29-28 loss to the lowly Dol-
phins made the Patriots seem,
well, beatable. Brady tied a ca-
reer high with four interceptions,
including two in the final two min-
utes that helped Miami erase an
11-point deficit with four minutes
remaining.

That ended a New England

New York
Jets

New England
Patriots

10 p.m. Sunday
AFN-Atlantic

Game time is Central European.

at

AP

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, who is 5-1 against the
New York Jets as a starter, was intercepted four times in last week’s
29-28 loss to the Miami Dolphins. The Patriots can clinch a first-round
bye in the playoffs with a victory over the Jets on Sunday.

streak of 38 victories when lead-
ing after the third quarter. The
Dolphins took advantage of the de-
pleted Patriots secondary, and
threw the winning touchdown
over receiver/nickel back Troy

Brady knows he made some
poor decisions in the game, and

hopes to avoid the same mistakes
against the Jets. Same goes for
his teammates.

“Part of playing this game is
overcoming tough situations,
overcoming adversity, and our
team has faced that this week,”
Brady said. “We’re going to see
what we're made of. It’s not like

M Packers defeat Vikings, clinch NFC North title, Page 39

mi; N.Y. needs to win big game

AP

New York Jets QB Chad Pennington, who has lost to the Patriots and
Steelers as a starter this season, would like to dispel the notion that he
can't lead the Jets to victories in big games. A Jets victory would clinch

a wild-card berth with a week remai

every week you are coming out of
these SO-point wins. There are
weeks when you lose and you
have to bounce back and hopeful-
ly it makes your team stronger.”
Brady and the Patriots want to
show their loss was a fluke.
Meanwhile, Chad Pennington
and the Jets need to show their of-
fensive bonanza in a 37-14 victory
over Seattle last week was no

1g in the regular season.

fluke. Especially Pennington.
The franchise quarterback had
as much of a nightmare week as
Brady. After refusing to answer
questions following the victory
over the Seahawks, Pennington
berated the media with cameras
rolling and took his fair share of
criticism for his outburst.

SEE PROVE ON PAGE 39

Red Sox
catcher Varitek
signs four-year,

$40 million deal,
becomes third
team captain
since 1923
Page 37

Ravens, Steelers
keeping talk
unusually low-key
as they prepare
to square off
in hig game
on Sunday
Page 38

Suns overcome
sloppy defense to
win 10th straight,

continue best
early-season run
in NBA since

1995-96 Bulls

Page 36

No. 12 Huskies roll to lopsided win over Houston ez




